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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



Tee narrations of iravellers, sailors, and adven- 
tarers, haye always been sought for, and always 
hare possessed a peculiai interest in the ears and 
eyes of those whom circumstances have debarred 
fnm participating in the pleasure of witnessing 
TBiying scenes, or whose quiet lives have allowed 
ihem excitement only in listening to the hair- 
Ixeadth 'scapes of people of a more nervous tem- 
perament. A reciprocal interest is conceived 
between the narrator and the listener ; sometimes 
h is something more than mere interest. Othello 
says of Desdemona — 

She laved me for the dugen I had puaad, 
Aad 1 loved hn, thai she did pit; them. 

The more simple and nearer nature the charac- 
ter of a people, the higher are those persons among 
tbem esteemed who can draw upon their memory 
or invention for the wonderful and strange. The 
ancient and fascinating Arabian tales of the thoa- 
Kand and one nights partake largely of the rela- 
tions of travellers. Among the uncivilized, but 
u>t always barbarous, inhabitants of Oceanica ; in 
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the depths otithe deseits, mental and natural, of 
Africa ; in the tents of the Nomades of Asia ; in 
the wilds of Siberia ; and among the snows of 
Greenland, Iceland, and the land of the Esqui- 
mams ; the white stranger purchases comparative 
ease, (when his acquaintance with the language 
will permit it,) by his history of the character and 
habits of his countrymen. A charm is thrown 
upon the sitters round the council-fires of our own 
aborigines try the relation of the tales of tite trarel- 
ler; his spell rests upon the Fatagonittn of higll 
southern latitudes ; and the " ponderous strength* 
of the lasso-swinging arm of the Brazilian and 
Peruvian Indian is relaxed while he "leans to, 
hear." 

This love of the marveUous is a purely natural 
feeling. It is unrestrained in the savage, and all the 
caution, incredulity, and experience of ci-rilizBtion, 
while they have robbed it of its wildest features, 
and shorn it of its principal charm, implicit belief 
can never entirely eradicate it with the civilized. 
Although the palmy days of the traveller have 
passed, when Lope de Vega, Columbus, Ameiicus 
Vespucius, Magellmn, La Perouse, Cabot, Cook, 
Wallace, Van Couver, Willou^by, Belxmi, Bry 
done, Humboldt, and Mungo Park, and hosts of 
others, were winter-evening classics: — although 
the wand of the Wizard of the North, the pencil 
of Irving, the humor of Paulding, the Hovels of 
Cooper, the prose-poetry of Bulwer, the gr^ibie 
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Bea scenes of Marryatl, and the thoniands of othei 
lights, quite as brilliant, in polite liteiatuie, have 
supplanted Capt. Cook and Prince Lee Boo ; — 
although the lighter magazine literature, and the 
severet studies, libraries of u^ful knowMge, 
scientific magazines, and lectures, prompted by the 
utilitarian spirit of the day, hare in a measure 
superseded books of voyages whose chief recom- 
mendation is novelty; — still there is in the public 
mind a fondness for the narratives of those who 
liave travelled and snfiered much. 

That rivalry does not always prompt to excel- • 
lence, is proved by its operation upon this species 
of literature. Driven, in a measure, from the libra- 
ry and the drawing-room by their comparatively 
modem rival, romance, the writers of adven- 
tures in " far countries " began to cater for a tasie 
less intellectual. They substitute for highly-finish- 
ed narratives bare personal sketches i and instead 
of informing their readers upon the customs and 
history of the people the traveller has seen, they 
make his book a monodrama, in which he is the 
only character, and the acti are the mere operation 
of ciicomstancea upon the narrator, — a character 
in whwa the reader must concentrate all his in- 
terest, inasmuch as there is an omnipresent /from 
tid»-page to finis. Still, the insurance of a rapid 
sale has idways been found in furnishing abun- 
dance of Uttraa, that being the ntost efficient 
agent bi creating that interest in the narrator, 



which) as we have B«eii, Is the principal point 
relied on for the popularity of a book of royagea. 
" Disaster " or " shipwreck " will arrest the eye 
quicker than the announcemeBt of the discareiy 
of a new coatiDent. Dittreu is so iodispenBable 
an ingredient in the compilalioa of modem books 
of voyages, that a newsfiaper paragraph will 
suffice for the most important voyage of discovery, 
unattended with that agreeable slimtJaat to the 
cariosity of the reader — misery. 

Parry, Ross, Back, were nine-days' lions each; 
■ but who reads accounts of their voyages if he can 
find a copy irf any of the popular works of fiction of 
the day ? We repeat it, the palmy day of the voy- 
age has.passed. While rate cause is found in the 
gialidcation of curiosity, and the satiety produced 
long since, another and more surely acting cause 
exists in the catchpenny manner in which " naraor- 
tives " have of late years been got up. We intend 
not to say, in recommeaodation of our own bookt 
that it is to nSIDie die days of Lee Boo or {^bin- 
son Crusoe — bi less tl»l it will ccsnmand sn 
attention which the works of the great modern 
voyagers have aoi. But we do say, thai time and 
cjie have been taken in compiling and spraDging 
it, and liuU if it succeed it will not be bocauae it 
gratifies a morbid taste for the horrible and the 
disgusting. Care has been taken to dwcU as btde 
as possible upon gloomy passages. The narrator 
IB made to occupy the place of bb axtisl in a bod 



Ktpa print, as he is introduced from time to time 
mily to show from what point each view was 
taken. His personal adventuTea are inttoduced 
ooly ao &r as appealed to the editor necessary to 
give the work the character of a nairatiTe. Had 
it been the meie object of the narratoi to make 
himself famous, the editor had in his story a 
succes^n of adventures at which a De Foe might 
have leaped for joy — never had book-wiight a 
better subject. Mr. O'Connell has experienced 
Tarieties of fortune and situation, rare and varied 
opportunities for observation, sudi as aeldom have 
Men to the lot of an individual. A brief pro- 
gramme of the events of his life will give the 
reader a view of what the' wodc should be ; and 
whether it does him justice, it is the reader's 
province to decide. 

Left, by aa inconsiderate uncle and temporary 
guardian, unwatched in the living wilderness of 
London, at about eleven jreais of age chance led 
him among the sailors about Deptfoid and Wap- 
ping ; thence be fonnd his way <hi ship-boaid, as 
cabiarboy, and went in a convict ship to Port 
Jtckson. A two or three years' residence in New 
IbdUnd, during which he accompanied die Eng- 
lish goTsnunent surveyor, Nx, Oxley, on a six- 
montht' e^loring expedition, acquainted him not 
mty with ^ history of the colony, discipline of 
the convictN pnoishments and rewards, but gave 
bim opportunity to learn the character of the 



aborigines, — an apportiinity repeated hy his being 
cast away in a whaler on the north of the conti- 
nent, and spending nine months in working iia 
way, by land, back to Sydney, Shipwrecked, in 
a subsequent voyage, among the Caroline group; 
living over five years there, during which time 
he was indelibly stamped with the native patenl 
of nobility, tattooing; marrying, and having chii- 
dren boro to him; taken off by the American 
schooner Spy, of Salem ; thrown into prison at 
Manilla as a pirate [1] of a runaway from New 
South Wales ; discharged, because there was no 
shadow of proof against him, while his iagenuone 
story carried truth upon its face; sent to Canton; 
thence over land to Pekin, to join the caraTin 
there ; leaving it before he joined it, and feeling 
hia way back ; — we ask whether there is not in 
such adventure abundant material for an interest* 
ing book ? 

If it be uninteresting, the fault is the editoi'i' 
" Btit do you believe it all?" Religiously, deu 
reader. When he was first introduced to us, tlu 
incredulity which is, sooner or later, the gift of 
connection with the world, induced us to be very 
suspicious; but continued and frequent conrem- 
tions with him, in which, assisted by others, we 
repeated trivial questions, and invariably received 
the same answers, soon disarmed us of all suspi- 
cion. We say tritial questions, because, in e 
eystem of iraposture, while it would be quite pot- 



uUe to be uniform on important matters, it would 
bo next to impoasible not to be betrayed by trifles. 
Add to this his rapidity of answering out-of-the> 
way questions, which permitted no time for inven- 
tion; and another circumstance, more wonderful 
than either, supposing him an impostor, but not at 
all surprising if his truth be admitted; and the 
proof of bis Teracity is unquestioned— at least, in 
our opinion. The circumstance to which we 
allude is this; he amused himself one day by 
writing a list of a couple of hundred words in the 
bngimge of the Carolines, and their English sig* 
nification. We {freserved the pt^r, and, some 
days ai^rwaidi questioned . him from it. His 
answeiB were invariably correct, evincing such a 
knowledge of the language as could only have 
been acquired by .a long residence. If he be an 
impostor, he is superior to all who have appeared 
since Mahomet. The Mormtui leaders are chil- 
dren to him. 

Mr. O'Gonnell kept no notes, and had, to assist 
his relation, no aid but a retentive memory. Under 
sneh circumstances, confusion in dates, should 
there ptore to be any, will be excused. The 
afaidaaoe of errors is impossible, even to professed 
tourists who t^e notes at every step of their 
progress, and burden memory only with the dis- 
tance of the next stage. So far as we have had 
opportunity to compare Mr. O'Connell's story with 
published geographical works and travels, we have 



found him correct. Much of the matter in the 
book, however, is unlike any heretofore pnbUshed. 
That part of the narratiTe referring to the Caro- 
lines, or, rather, to the particular group upon which 
he resided, treats of an island of which there ie no 
other history extant. Indeed, if we except the 
early works of the Jesuits, and the volumes which 
have appeared upon the Sandwich and Society 
Islands, this will be the first published, circum- 
slatitial history of a conuaunity of Oceanic In- 
dians. 

Ackoowledging assistance from " Cunningham'a 
New South Wales " in giving the natural history 
uf New Holland, we-4iave few more remarks to 
make before dismissing the reader from the pre- 
face to the book. Events are placed in the order 
in which they occurred, without attempts exactly 
to fix dates to all. Truth has been adhered to; 
and it has also been the aim of the editor to make 
the work amusing, as well as authentic. Repeat- 
ing his conviction of the credibility of the witness 
whose voice is here raised in vindication of the 
character of one nation of the much-abused South 
■Sea Isl&nders, the editor is willing to submit the 
work to the test of examination; errors inseparable 
from the manner of its compilation always ex- 
cepted. 

H. tt W. 

Boston, August, 1836, 
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way again. — Blazing away at the natives, — One day's 
retrospections. — A change comes over Capt. Knight's 
deportment. — Ship's cook left at Matalaleme, — Alterca- 
tions with Capt. Knight.— Arrival al Man ill a, —Irons. — 
Q)Ulid-UN>(. — Agreeable position, enlivened with music. 

— Landing. — Anival al a building opposite a church 
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Etitrance to prisou. — Jailor's album, — Compliments lo 
Capt. Enighl, — Correspondence, — Dexterous thieving. 
-^sHodes of punisbmept — View of' (he pillory, — Execu- 
tion by strangalation — Bones. — Reflections thereanenl. 
— Visit flvm American consul and Mr. Sturgis. — 
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ment.— Discharge of Keenan and 0'C«>nell.— Present 
from Mr. Stargis. — Character of prison. — Sufferings 

there. Informal detention. — Initials on guard-bed. — 

Consuls— their responsibilities.— Passage to Macao— 
American mate. — Arrival af Canton.— Lionized there. 
^Trip to Pekin. — "Bock agen."— Arrest of the "fo- 
reign barbarians." — Passage to Halilai. — Cholera.— 
Orerland jonrney to St. John. — Consternation ai the 
health office— Chloride of lime at boarding-hoose.— 
Keensn left at hospital.— Mr. O'Coimell suLs for New 
TTork.— His best bow, and last, to the reader . . 2U 



CHAPTER I. 

Piientage.— BirthplaM. — Meeting with parents, — Journey 
10 LoBdon. — Neglect of guardian, — Petted by sailors. — 
Ships iu the Fhcenii. — Embarkation of passengen; Ibi 
Botany Bay. — Their appearance and deponmeni. — Visits 
of ftiends. — Three cheers for Botany Bay. — Sea-sickness. 
— Mscipline of passengers on board. — Food. — Agreeable 
anticipations. — Punishments, — Land ho ! — Royal visit. 
^-Boyal insignia. — Flash. — Qnaramine. — Old friends. 
— Debarimtion, 

My fatpkr was neither an Irish peer, a resi- 
dent, nor an ahsentee landholder; neither a squi- 
reen nor a bog-trotter. Though his name speaks 
him an O'Connell, his relationship with the 
agitator is so many moves removed, that it was 
never found worth his while to trace it. In 
Dublin, it were something important, perhaps, to 
prove my birthplace; here, it is nobody's busi- 
ness that, on the 10th November, 1808, James 
O'Connell first saw light in the chambers over 
one Jones' book-bindery, Thomas street, Dublin, 
directly opposite a warehouse where brogues are 
or were sold by the hamper. 

The first thing I remember of childhood, is, 
being an inmate of a school at Monaster Erean, 



3d *' ' i>'0ONNEI.L's ADTENTITBES. 

about forty miles from Dublin; whence myself 
and two BiElers were, one day, forwarded to Dub- 
lin, and shipped to Liv^po^l, consigned to the 
landlord of my father's boarding-house. We 
arrived in the evening, and he carried us to the 
circus. I can recollect, &a distinctly as though it 
were yesterday, niy childish astonishment at 
what appeared to me the magnificence of the 
building, the glare of light, the gorgeous tin- 
sel ornaments, and, more than all, the super- 
human feats of the ring. The drolleries of the 
down filled me with a childish delight, which 
nothing in after years has paralleled. I thought 
the riders the most remarkable and enviable be- 
IngB I had ever happened upon. Did I inherit 
this passion, or not? When I was told that one 
of the troupe was' my mother, and a person 
sparkling with jeioels was pointed out to me as 
, that mother, I would not have exchanged my 
parentage with the son of a duke. I conld hard" 
ly refrain from throwing myself into the ring, to 
assert, before the audience, my claim to a portion 
of their applause, as the son of the person they 
were so loudly cheering. All these feelings I 
could not, perhaps, so well have expressed; but I 
felt them, nevertheless. 

Our first meeting with our parents, after a five 
years' separation, took place in my mother's dres- 
sing-room. She stifled our expressions of wonder 
at her princely vocation, by maternal caresses, 
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moie tend^ and repeated than g^tle. Them 
wss a feeling of wonnded vanity mingled with 
my joy at meeting; — sbame that the son of such 
a princess, a man full ten years of age, should 
be so be-babyfied; but who can check a mother's 
fondness! I coald not conceive, either, why Jt 
was that she cared so little to converse upon a 
profession which I thought so gloriousi . 

My father waa costumer to M'Eean, an eques- 
trian, then of some note, at least in my prejudiced 
eyes. His namo never rung eo wide as that irf 
Ducrow, but still he was a famous man among 
his admirers. My motlier, and her brother, John 
Noonan, also an equestrian of some reputation, 
ind a posture-master and timdiler, made the 
round of the provincial towns with M'Keen, oc> 
casionally appearing in Liverpool and Dublin, 
but never, as a company, venturing near the me- 
tropolis. With my parents I spent about a year, 
and then, with their permission, went to the " big 
wen " of Cobbett, London, with my equestrian 
uncle, who had an engagement at Astley's. • Mr. 
Nosnan did not keep a very strict watch upon 
his troublesome little charge ; and when he did 
assume authority, it was put on in a manner 
more ipiriled than concilistory. Taking advan- 
tage of his inattention, I spent my time in loung- 
ing about Deptford and Wapping ; and was, frdm 
my antics, learned in the purliens of a circus, an 
acceptable visiter to John Tax, who is ever fond 
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of physical piecocity and afility. Acqnaintanee 
with Mulon led me frequently on ahip-board. I 
practised climbing about tbe ahvouds and riggiBg, 
and learned to fancy that, next to that of an 
equestrian, the life of a sailoi was the most won- 
derful and noble in the woild. At length Capt. 
Salmon, of the ship Phcenix, took a fancy to me, 
and, without the knowledge or consent of any of 
my friends, I shipped as cabin-boy on board his 
vessel. 

A sboit time after I joined her at Deptford, she 
moved down to Woolwich, to take in live freight ; 
being chartered by Government, for the transpor- 
tation of female convicts to Botany Bay. The 
ship's surgeon superintendent was Dr. Walker, 
who officiated in the double capacity of physician 
to soul and body, reading the Episcopal Church 
service on Sabbath afternoons, and presmbing 
for the bodily ailments of the convicts at all 
times. It is my impression that thir officer draws 
his salary by a premium on the head of every 
conviet who reaches Port Jackson in good health : 
this may be correct, or it may be a sailor's yam. 
The ship's copipany, including the two extremes, 
officers and boys, numbered about thirty-five. 
Her precise tonnage I cannot recollect, but her 
passengers were rising two hundred in number. 
A small amoant of baggage was allowed to each, 
and each, upon coming on board, had two parser's 
suits served out to her. 

t:oosl. 
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No crime or worthleseness of character can 
destroy all feeling of pity, on the part of the 
philanthropist, for such unfortanates as renda 
themselves amenable to the laws of their country. 
Indeed, as the worst conduct calls down the se- 
verest punishment, perhaps the vilest characters 
command more pity than those who are less 
gailty, and, consequently, liable to punishment 
lew severe. But pity for women ^nbarking for 
Poit Jackson seems a waste of sympathy, as, 
just taken from jail, they seem rather giddily to 
rejoice in the anticipation of a. change of scene, 
than to feel sorrow at the prospect of punishment. 
Taken from the very lowest hftimta of vice and 
misery, generally entirely destitute of self-respect, 
ind apparently careless of every thing hut mere 
bodily comfort and ease; incapable, by habit, 
of appreciating any thing but pleasures of the 
tenses, they wore the outward seeming of care- 
less indifierence or thou^tleas merriment. Oc- 
casionally, among the crowd, there was a face 
the index of remorse, and a consciousness of 
degradation ; or, perchance, of the remembrance 
of friends, and bitter grief at the loss of respect- 
able standing. Such, however, were rare ; in the 
chatter of the convicts, flash, obscenity, and 
profanity were the principal features. In dress 
they varied from the b^gars' rags of St. .Giles', 
to the tawdry iineTy of the aristocracy in vice : 
and there was not wanting even an occasiimBl 
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neat dress, which bespoke the wearer not all 
degraded. Over the faces of the whole there 
was more or less of the " prison aspect," a wan- 
ness, the efieet of trial and confinement. 

After receiving her passengers, the Phoenix laid 
three or four days at Woolwich. The acquain- 
tances and connections of the convicts were oa 
board in crowds, bidding farewdl, and bringing 
trifles to minister to the comfort of their erring 
irienda during a long passage. This afieetioBate 
aoheitude looks beautifnlljr upon paper; but in 
too many cases the unconvicted differed only 
from the sentenced in the circumstance that they 
were as yet legally undetected. Indeed, I heard, 
more than once, the probadility of meeting again 
at Botany Bay spoken of betiveen parting friends. 
The utmost vigilance was necessary to prevent 
the conveyance c^ liquor on tx^id ; and in view 
of the whole scene, pity, disgnst, and a sort of 
mirth, struggled for mastery in the mind of 
the spectator. Weeping, embracing, hysterie 
laughter, snatches of flash songs, ribaldry, af- 
fected mirth, and unaffected despondence, soon 
took the place of the geneiftl appearance of che»- 
fulness with which the convicts came from their 
places of confinement. 

The anchor is weighed, and the steamboat 
takes us in tow down the river. Handkerchiefs 
of all completions are waving to the people who 
Mntui in boats in our w^e ; — " Hip — h^-^ip*— 
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kuira !"— thiee cheers for Boltmy Bay from ihe 
tmmetB, and a responae from the watermen utd 
the banks of the river. In a few hours the 
■teamer left as ; we were in the channel. Two 
handred female coavicts, a little million to ap- 
pearance in the snug quarters of the vessel, are 
sol missed from among the swarms of the vile 
in modern Babylon. They are as a bucket from 
the ocean; and yet every one of these despised 
beings has friends; low, and probably vicious, bnt 
still affectionate. Feelings and sensibility they 
have too; blunted it may be, but still human. 
Their disappearance may be unnoticed by the 
spectator of the mass, bnt each of them leaves a 
void in the circle in which she has moved, 
though that may have been none of the pnrest. 
Weeping eyes follow the d^arture of the convict 
ship ; aching hearts yearn after the guilty beings 
whom it is bearing to a distant and degrading 
place of exile. 

American steamboats are floating palaces ; so 
are the splendid packet ships between the old 
world and the new. Even in the steerages of the 
latter, there is mobh attention to comfort. The 
reader will probably draw his conceptioDs of the 
horrors of sea-Bickoess from the situation of pas- 
sengers under all advantages which a sea passage 
will admit , — comforted by attrition, and cheered 
by the sympathy of friends. Even then it is 
honid, [Hoatiating to mind and body. Judge, 



26 o'cohhell's advehtdres. 

then, if the aituation of two bundled women, 
unfitted by previous habits and vicious education 
fot any thing like patience; consoled with next 
to no attendance, because, were such treatnient 
compatible with the purposes of punishment, 
their numbers would preclude its- possibility; 
snJferiDg the gnawings of conscience, and the 
bitter reflectionB attendant upon theii reminis- 
cences and future prospects ; — imagine all thia, 
and judge of the situation of a female convict 
ship, three or four days out ! Sea-sickness is a 
disease at which those who have not suffered it, 
and those who have, are wont to laugh ; the for^ 
mer because they know nothing about it, and the 
latter from the selfish pleasure we are too apt to 
feel in the misery of thoae who are undergoing a 
Ktuoning that we have passed through. Conse- 
quently, the miseries of sea-sickness are not duly 
commiserated. Even with it before them, the 
exempts laugh; but its severity aa board the 
Fhcenix made it a point of duty, as w^l as of 
expediency, to put in at Spitbead, and give the 
passengers a respite, after the (to them) boister- 
ous passage from the Nore. At Spitbead we 
lay two days, and on the third weighed i^ain ; 
and made no harbor, till at the et^ of a five 
. mouths' passage we came to, in Sydney Cove. 
The convicts wsre divided into three general 
divisions, according to their aentences ; — the sen- 
tenced for seven years, those for fourteen, and 
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thoBe for life. The crew of the vessel lived in 
die steerage, the short sentenced convicts under 
the main hatch, the " lifers " forward ; and for- 
ward of them, in what is, on board of merchant 
ships, the forecastle, is the " sick bay," or hos- 
pit^ The berths, in tiers at the aides, accom- 
modated six persons each ; and the inmates of 
each berth formed a mess. The women were all 
compelled to muster, in divisions, on deck, at 
least once a day, in tolerable weather, one divi- 
sion at a time ; and to ensure this airing, neces- 
sary to health, female "boatswains" were ap- 
pointed. It was the duty of these petticoat 
oncers to compel cleanliness also. The provi- 
sions were similai ii quality and kind to those 
famished vessels of the navy. In lieu of " grog " 
a cheap wine was served out, which the prisoners 
were obliged to drink at the tub, to prevent 
hoarding, or selling to one another. The usual 
pnniahment for minor offences was cutting off 
this allowance of wine ; for the more refractory, 
a machine was contrived, similar in operation to 
the stocks, but more resembling a very straight 
sentry box. The offender was locked into it, 
standing erect, and when' it was closed upon her 
she could hardly move a limb. 

The passengers, after the first fortnight, were 
generally healthy, and, notwithstanding they 
were sentenced convicts, happy. The majority 
of them had been in England as poor as vicious; 
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BD chuige couki, viih them, have been for the 
worse, and the temperate and regnlarnianner of 
living, attention to cleanliness, and relief fro 
squalid poverty, made them happy even under 
what are usually thought the privations of the 
vessel. Judicious change of food, and judicioiu 
treatment on the part of Dr. Walker, secund 
them from disease, and they came out, at the ead 
i)f th^ passage, renovated in health, and in po8< 
session of a huoyancy of spirits aew to them. It 
may he matter of surprise to those who have 
heard only of Botany Bay as a sort of peniten- 
tiary, but the passengers looked forward to the 
day of their arrival with impatience. Botany 
Bay was the burden of their songs ; for there is 
poetry even in the flasli of St. Giles' — unwritten 
poetry. Aod as all poets have been wont to aing 
the future, it may well be imagined ~ that thorn 
whose future is usually so well defined, the end 
of whose course is seen, " not through a glam 
darkly," but distinctly throng the grates of 
Newgate, do not forget it in their aongs. 

Land ho! from the fore-top -gallant yard, 
land ho! on deck, and land ho! the hearts of 
two hundred women responded. Hearts ! Most 
assuredly ; at least at Botany Bay it would not 
do to doubt it : women have hearts, and men too, 
however apparently degraded. The policy of 
Old England for regenerating the vile, has sac- 
ceeded In opening a fieldfot improvement where 
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the BobjectB upon whom ihe syetem operatea 
cannot be Irowned back into the place from which 
they have joat stepped, by the rigidly righteotu, 
the unreflecting, and those whose habitual con- 
tempt for poor fallible human nature leads them 
to the opinion, that once debased, man can never 
rise above the self-inflicted degradation. 

It was four or five days after making the land 
before we could fetch the harbor. The first joy 
Bt the sight of land had changed, on the part of 
the women, to impatience, and from impatience 
to a sort of careless, half despair, which did not a 
whit abate at sight of the rocky beads of Sydney 
Cove. When the headland was doubled, and tiia 
romantic situations of gentlemen's country seats, 
and then Uie settlement at Sydney, was spieid 
befote them, hope and expectation were awake 
again, aad there was nothing in their deportment 
to remind the observer that they were unwilling 
emigrants. , The pilot boarded ns outside the 
Heads; the next visiter was a much more inte- 
lesting and august personage, — no less than Kmo 
BuvGABEE) of flash memory, by descent, ratified 
by permrasion of H. 6. M.'s government, chief 
of Uie Sydney Cove blacks, boarding officer, and 
official welcomer . and usher of new comers to 
Botany Bay. He paddled alongside of us in a 
whale-boat, for his safety in which, all riddled as it 
was, he had the sufficient guaranty that the boat 
" carried C»iar." His Bungaree Majesty's coat 
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was of apptovad texture and qaality, inaamneh 
as it had served a long apprenticeship to an Eng- 
lish corporal, before falling into bia hands. Upon 
his neck Was suspended the order and insignia 
of his nobility,— « plate which might have been 
gold, but was braBs, bearing the inscription, 

"BUNOABEE, 

KINO OF SYDNEY COVE." 

Bnngaiee, like the ancient Pharaoh of the 
Egyptians, is the hereditary title of the royal 
family. Hi* Majesty's pantaloon^ were of similar 
extraction with his coat; and as for shoes br 
sandals, it were sacrilege to suppose that th« 
royal feet of the House of Bungaree need sufih 
plebeian defences. His head was surmonnted 
with a cocked hat of magnificent dimensions, in 
irtiich waved, and swam, and flaunted in air, a 
martial plume ; the dependent feather's feathers 
of which kissed his sable cheeks, giving and re- 
cdving lustre. The brightness of darkness of hia 
face, who shall describe? and who in fitting 
colors paint the glory of Iiis suite, die tribe of 
Bungaree ? The fair representatives of St. Giles, 
Wapping, St. Catherine's Lane, Ratclifle High 
Way, Winnifield Bay, and St. George's Fields, 
entertaining high ideas of royalty, stood all 
abashed at the magnificence of the monarch, of 
whose fame the gossip of a five months' passage 
had possessed them. In silver tones, their qua- 
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uem aud camments rose in exqiUaite c 
u they crowded round hie Majesty of Port Jaek- 
•OD. " The- lum cove of this vile is up to lushing 
max, like a Billingsgate fish'inonger." * "The 
cove's kicksies t is raythei seedy." " His kelp t 
and his tug,^ -stewed down, would fill the doctor's 
coppers IT with soup;" with thousands of other 
observations, more varions than edifying. King 
Bungaree, who is indeed better entitled to bis 
rank than the English to hia land, deigned no 
notice of the gadding women, but proceeded aft, 
to annonnce himself to the lifiieers, and demand 
of them, in addition to the " max," which he bad 
received of course, the customary tribute. Bven 
royalty roust submit to disagreeables, and King 
Bungaree was ordered away, upon the arrival ob 
board of Dr. Bowman, quarantine phyaician, and 
F. A. Healey, Esq., superintendent. 

Vessels which have sickness on board are or- 
dered to the quarantine ground ; thoee which, aa 
was OUT ease, have no apparent sickness, other 
than the usual e&cts of a long passage, ride oat 
a half quarantine outside the usual range of 
aacjiarage. People are not allowed to come on 
board, but aU communication is by no means cut 
oS, as boats are continually alongside, selling 
fresh provisions, bread, Sec. to the convicts. It 
may be well here to rentark, that if a convict is 
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discovered to have money to any considerable 
amount, it is taken from him or her, and deposit- 
ed in a Savings Institution at Sydney, where it 
accumulates till the time of sentence expires. 
The conversations of the passengers with the 
boats alongside are peculiar, and have a charac- 
ter which no greetings away from New South 
Wales can resemble. " Lord, lore 'ee, Sal ! is 
that you? and how long. are ye lagged for?" 
" Only for seven years." An Irish girl among 
our passengers was hailed by her mother, who 
had preceded her to this land of promise about 
two years. " Och, Mary !" cried the parent, " is 
it here I see you ? and how long are ye lagged 
for?" "Only eighty-four months, mother." 
" Och, my child, avoumeen machree ! It *s glad 
I am that you 're not lagged for seven years. I 
tould ye at home, that the moruia' snake 'ud 
bring the avenin' boutt upon your fate."* " An' 
where did ye lave Jemmy, my son?" "He's 
hanged, mother, the assize before they lagged 
me. An thin we brongbt him to St. Giles', aa a 
beauthifol corpse he made, ounly he had the 
black stroke roun his neck." As many as can 
make themselves heard, are singing out at once : 
" Where is one-eyed Suke of St. Giles',?" " Oh, 
she 's aboard for a seven yearser. " " Oh well, she 
need n't grunt — it 's a long mn she had before the 
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pigs* brought her to the ecratch." "Did yon 
see Tom Brown in Newgate ?" " Ay, he stood 
his patter last assizes, and has got a bellowser.'t 
But enough of flash. In about ten days after 
our arriTal, the convicts were landed at the dock- 
yard, where they were ingpected hy Gov. Mac- 
qoaurie, F. A. Healey, Esq., and Dr. Bowman. 
Upon the arrival of a convict ship at Port Jack- 
son, it is usual for such free residents as need 
domestics to make application at the superin- 
tendent's office for them. These applications are 
first answered, then the unappropriated residue 
are sent to the factory at Paramatta, if females, 
if males, to the prisoners' barracks. 
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Legitimacy,— Ph<Enii cooderaned. — Mr. Charles Smith. — 
His basinesg, characier, standing, &:c. — Botanj' Bay 
greetings ^Totulingontan philosophy. — Mr. Samuel Ter- 
ry — Mr. ThomafiCooper.— Whiskey— Mr. Haynes, and 
others.— Ci^t. Kossi.— Theatre.— Rii^ard Third.— Im- 
promptu performance of the "pigS'" — Vettlriloqnial imi- 
tations. — Tragic' end of a tragic tragedy. — " Home, 
SveeC -Home." — Police — Theatrp at Emu plains. — 
Hunt, the murderer of Ware. 

Legitimact, in all other pftrts of the woild a 
coveted qualification, is in New Holland a term 
of reproach, — or,' perhaps we should say, the 
denial of the fact that one ia a legitimate settler, 
is the boast of voluntary emigrantB, government 
officers, and discharged seamen, after their return 
home. In New Holland it is of less consequence ; 
bat as this w«rk is not prepared for the New 
South Wales market, the reader will at once 
perceive the reason and propriety of ihe detail 
of circumstances in the commencement, which 
might otherwise appear of no consequMce to the 
reader. The veracity of this narrative is not so 
questionable as it might be, were he left to the 
presumption that the narrator was a legitimate, 
legal, or sentenced visiter of Botany Bay. 
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^e Fhooix was condemned at Pon JBckxm, 
aa unseaworthy, paichased by Govemmeat, and 
made a receiving ship for double convicts, aeu- 
tenced to penal settlements. Thia discharged 
, the crew, and I was taken into the employment 
of Mr. Charles Smith, with whom 1 remained 
about a year. Mr. Smith's history was that of 
many of the free residents in New Soath Wales. 
OriginaUy, 

"Eb left hiacoUDtrf for tbat country's good." 

Correct behavior procured him, at the end of 
three years, a " ticket of leave," and at the end 
of hia sentense he bad cpUected a pretty little 
capital to commence the world with aaew. En- 
terprise) shrewdness and industry, made bim one 
of the wealthiest men in the colony. He was a 
lai^ contractor for the supply of butcher's meat 
to the govemmrat, for the soldiers and prisoners, 
and was one of the first, if not the very first, who 
succeeded in packing beef in New Holland ; the 
climate) prior to his giving proof to the«ontrary, 
having been supposed an insuperablf objection. 
Mr. Smith had large tracts of land under cultiva- 
tion, beside many acres of grazing land. He had 
also a livery stable, which waa much fre^uested 
by bloods connected with the government effio^, 
both as patrons, and. as horse fanciers, who founA 
in Smith a kindred spirit. His attachment to 
horses w^ not entirely a pecuniary arranga- 
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ment;— Mr. Smith wai a (portanuui, ftad th« 
owner of Boshee, then a famoui hqrae on tke 
Cotonial turf. My employment was oBtenaiUj 
and nominally that of a clerk, and, being a Utc^ 
little Irish lad, fuU of fun, frolic, and flash, learned 
in my year's attendance on the circus, I soon be- 
came the pet of Mr. Smith's callers. I aecom* 
paniod Mr. Smith in his excursiona into tke 
country for the purchase of cattle, wgremy demir 
sailor rig (all the go in New Holland) with a 
jaunty air, and was juet at the age, and in the 
possession of spirits, to note carefully what pass- 
ed arotmd me. Mr. Smith's intercourse, aa coa- 
tntctor, with the convicts, gave me unnsual 
advantages for becoming acquainted with tbetr 
discipline and sitoation, and, besides theee, then 
were not wanting excellent <^partunities of ob- 
serving the general character of the colony. 

There cannot be a better place than this to 
introduce notices of some other of the freed-men 
of the colony, who. at the time of my resideBce 
there, 1820 to 1836, were prominent memb^ of 
society. Their history was as common as the 
Gazette, and being. only orally preserved, my 
relation may be inaccurate, but is snffieientlf 
correct to be depended upon in the main. No 
secret is attempted to be made of the cause of 
«ne'B Bojoura at Sydney. If two strangers meet 
in any situation where conversation seems necea- 
soiy, almost the first question exchanged Sm, 



" Arc you free, or a transport ?" The next mmy 
be, "What were you lagged for, and for how 
long?" Freemen are sometimes foolish enou^ 
to take oSence at a Botany Bay greeting. 1 was 
at first, but soon learned the folly of permitting 
any such sensitiveneBa to appear, and becoming 
acclimated, I ceased to feel it It purchases no 
good by sqneamishness to say, " I am better 'than 
ihou !" for the philosophy of the Botany Bay 
school is so nearly that of Bulwer's Angnstua 
Tomlinson, that the emioently moral novel in 
which Tomlinson figures, Paul Clifford, is un- 
doubtedly a popular work in New South Wales. 
Crime detected is misfortune ; sentence and trana- 
portaiion are events, inconvenient, at first, it is 
true, but they lose much of their particular stig- 
ma in the atmosphere of Australia,' and becmne 
mere circumstances, convenient for reference in 
fixing dates. 

Hr. Samuel Terry paid a pig for his passage 
from England to Sydney,— that is to say, the pig 
purchased his passage. It is to be presumed 
however that the simple feat of " going a iriiole 
pig," though reported as the ostensible causa cf 
his transportation, could not have been the whole 
cause. Previous convictions and character mast 
have affected his sentence, as it was, in fiash 
phraseology, a loindbr. Nor did his acquisitive 
propensities cease upon his arrival, as it is in the 
memory of some of the colonists that the rick 
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Sunuel Terry hu been whipped foe atesling 
poultry. Qrowing, however, after a while, to see 
the eTil of hU ways, he obtained by good con- 
duct a ticket of leave; put hie acquisitivenesa 
under restraint, and by legal cultivation of that 
organ, became one of the wealthieet men in the 
colony. There was- upon him the nominal re- 
fltraint of a convict, but with hia ticket of leave, 
and ticket of exemption, ha was in effect free ex- 
cepting the single condition of remaining in 
Australia. To this however he had a stronger tie 
than government restriction, the proprietorship 
of one of the largest estates in the possession of 
any individuaL He married, and sons and daugh- 
ters were born nnto him. Although his children 
may not be particularly ^xious to perpetuate the 
family history, and care nothing about heraldry, 
they are not a whit the less respectable in Syd- 
ney from the slFght circumstance that their father 
is a minder. Mr. Terry Is, or was, also connect- 
ed with the whale fishery. 

Mr. Thomas Cooper was a sort of aristocrat 
among convicts. He was transported for four- 
teen years, his crime being " standing a fence," 
that is to say, . purchasing stolen goods. The 
articles upon which he was convicted were stolen 
from the wardrobe of the Prince of Wales. Up«Mi 
gaining a ticket of leave, "he commenced the 
manufacture of a sort of gin from Indian com, 
and his name is identified with the grocer*! 

CoogL 
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Tocabulary, "Cooper's best" being as readily 
QDdentood ai Cogniac or Jamaica. The stock- 
keepers, and otber inland settlers, are however 
the principal consumers of the article. 
. Mr. Haynes, a proprietor of whale j^ips, a 
principal stay of the Methodist Church, aud a 
k)cBl preacher, was a convict. Among others, 
doing a heavy and profitable business, were Coop- 
er and Levi, Thomas Straits, Alexander Long, 

William Hutchinson, and Lyons, whose 

names may be found, with those of many other 
prosperous citizens of Sydney, in the criminal 
records of their own country. 

There were two newspapers in Sydney, one 
of which, the Monitor, .an opposition paper, 
edited by Edward S;nith Hall, used to abound in 
police reports, more remarkable for their witty 
libels upon the police magistrate, Capt. Rossi, 
than for their truth. Indeed, Hall has been more 
than once imprisoned for his Hbels upon this dig- 
nitary, whose broken and unintelligible Corsican 
English, bench law, and despotic sentences, made 
him a fair mark for satire. He was one of the 
witnesses upon the trial of Queen Caroline, and 
probably held his ofiice at Sydoey as a reward for 
services there rendered. The abundant use of 
alcoholic liquors, and the infractions of the rules 
imposed upon convicts, supplied the captain with 
busy daily morning occupation. To the drama 
the Corsican was an especial foe. 
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Wbile I was at Sydney there was no regtilBr 
theatre, hut a large hall in a huilding in Geoi^'a 
Mreet, helo&ging to Mr. Levi, was used aometimeB 
hy arafttenrs. The upper story was a floor mill, 
the sails — for it was carried by wind^-heing on a 
tower in the centre of the roof. Admission to 
the pit was a dollar and a half. Seats in the 
' music gallery across one end of the hall W6re 
called box seats, and sold at two dollars. Queer 
Boenes sometimes occurred there, the directions 
for which were not laid down in the prompt 
book. 

One Palmer, a nice little fellow belonging to 
the prisoners' barracks, obtained leave of absence 
one play night, till nine o'clock. It was not 
known at the barracks what use he purposed to 
make of his time, and the officers were astonish- 
ed when from the front they recognised in the 
voice which began the soliloquy, 

" Now ia the winter of out diiccntenl," 

the convict Palmer's. 

"By Gar, I shall make it a one dam eauvage 
season!" growled Gapt. Bossi, astonished at see- 
ing such an oSence to his dignity. Bat there was 
no help for it, — King Richard was on liberty. A 
warrant was made out, however, in readiness for 
the hunchback tyrant, should he overstay his 
time. Meanwhile, the play went on briskly. 
Bichard stormed, wooed, murdered bis way 
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through, drawing down peal upon peal of ap- 
plaofie, till at length came the tent scene. The 
index of Capt. Rossi's watch began (o near the 
point at which he so impatiently wished it. The 
bell commenced ringing — 

" Do haa it, Ridianll fir il is S knell 
That summaus thee to—" 

the. barracks! No, no; he is too busy in the. 
tent scene with the ghosts of''Bucldngham, and 
Rivers, and Anne, and the young princes ; but 
the no^s of less airy torments are peepii^ in at 
, the side scenes. Squirming, after the most ap> 
proved spasmodic fashion, Richard bounds from 
his couch, comes down to the footlights on his 
bended knee, and tries the temper of his sword, 
a la Kean, by raising his weight upon it. But 
why are the plaudits of the house all at once 
changed to hisses and swinish grunts ? Why is 
the tender langnsge of the delicate' 'pig, the manly 
base of the reverend father of pork, and the aagiy 
rock-ok-ok-ok of the matron swine, imitated in 
all sorts of voices by flash ventriloquists! Alaa, 
to the question, " Who 's there ?" no Shakspeare 
murdering amateur answered — 

"Tis I, my lord, (he early vjllnge cMck," 
but the pigs* have nabbed the royal dreamer! 
"Let him alone!" "Don't stop the piece!" 
hisses, grants, and all sorts of pig music were of 
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no avail. Richard was hardly allowed to Atf 
his stage habiliments, before he was walked to 
the barracks. Divers of the audience were also 
snaked out, as having trespassed by overstaying 
their time. 

Nor did the amateur performances of the con- 
stables cease here. Between the play and the 
farce was a song, to be sung " by a lady." Capt. 
Rossi's eyes dilated, when a hellowser,* a jtask 
blowen, entered, simpering and smiling to the 
audience, waited very engagingly till the prelude 
to the song was played, and then began to warble 
*' Home, Sweet Home !" Again the ^ga ran up- 
«n the stage, and the cantatrice was not al- 
lowed to finish even the first stanza, before she 
was ingloriously dragged off, to rentain in cnsto^ 
dy till the next morning, when Capt. Rossi would 
'dispose of her. 

Upon the next day Rossi had his hands full 
of employment in which he delighted. The 
theatre ofienders were summarily disposed of. 
" You shall play Richard de tree times, hey ? 
By Gar, so you shall vingt-et-un, twenty-one, 
twenty-eight days, by Gar ! You shall ride de 
treadmill for one horse!" Mrs. Chambers, the 
VQcalist, was sent to the factory. " Ha ! miladi ! 
you shall sing ' Sweet Home,' hey ? So shall 
you wid you head shave-ee, by Gar ! Home ! 



key ! you shall find home ia the factory treei yes, 
twelve monts, by Gai '." , 

ThN« was also a theatre at Emu plains, about 
diirty miles from Sydney, on the BatbHTst rood. 
There bad once been a penal settlemeat there, 
but at the time I knew the place its character 
had changed, as the sending double convicted 
[ffisoners there had ceased. The theatre at Emu 
woB in its exterior much less prombing than that 
at Sydney, being a log hut, unplastered ; and the- 
interior correeponded. At Sydney the magis- 
trates discouraged theatricals, and Capt. Kossi, 
in particular, bent all his artillery against them ; 
bat at Emu, the company were all convicts, and 
played one night a week by the permission, and, 
in a manner, under the patronage of Gov. Bris- 
ban, the superintendent of the settlement. Sir 
John Jamieson, Mr. M'Henry, and others, magis- 
trates, the officers of the army, aud other persons 
connected with the govemmeut, often made the 
" fashiouable" part of these log-hut theatrical 
audiences. Here I first heard Hunt sing. Hunt 
was transported as a confederate of Thurtle in 
the murder of Ware ; a crime which was perpe- 
trated in England about the year 1S23. The 
three persons were gamblers, if I recollect, and 
Ware was one night the winner, under circum- 
stances more creditable to his art than to his 
honesty. Hunt and Thurtle murdered him, con- 
cealing the body in a well or a lake. The mux- 

OoogL 
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del was discovered, Thnrtle was convicted and 
executed, and Hunt by turning king's evidence 
had his punishment commuted to transportation. 
There used to be current a flash conundrum, 
" Why is Thurtle like an old coat ?"' — " Because 
be ia the worse for Wa«," (wear.) Hunt's sen- 
tence was the most severe one ever known in the 
colony. It was for his natural life, without any 
of the convict's usual privileges. Sentence of 
death was recorded against him, and he was sen- 
tenced perpetually to a chain-gang. He was an 
excellent ballad singer, and diis accomplishment 
procured him the temporary alleviation of hia 
sentence enjoyed while singing sOngs and ballads 
upon the stage. I believe, however, this was but 
temporary ; as when, by the interest of the Syd- 
ney theatre-goers with the Bathurst authorities, 
Hunt was permitted to " star it" in Sydney, thfl 
papers took the authorities so severely to task 
for permitting' it, that Hunt was remanded to the 
chain-gang, after his first appearance. 
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CHAPTER III. 

PiTamatta {actorj. — Clusification of convicts. — Theif 
emplof ment in tbe firsi class. — The Gecond. — TMrd.— 
GoTenunent. — Puaishmeols. — Food. — Methods of leaV' 

ingracloiy Muriages of coo victsfiom factory Their 

results.— Wooing b7a"stringy-barli." — Parade of the 
ladiei for a matrimonial market. — The faces they pat on 

the matter Dilemma of the Ccnletis. — Qnizzing by the 

conTictB. — Choice. — Farewell greetings. — Carriage — 
Fana. — Disappoiatment. — House and fimiilure. — Wed- 
ding feast. — "Damper," — Eoyal George. — Cooper's best. 
—Exchange of " experiences."— End of the feaal. — 
Marriage of assigned servants. 

Pabakatta PAtrroBY, situate about fourteen miles 
from Sydney, is the depot for femftle convicts 
before they are assigned as servants, and the 
place to which assigned servants are sentenced 
for punishment for light ofiences, upon complaint 
of their masters ; and wives upon complaint of 
their husbands. The manufacture of the cloth 
which makes the uniform of the convicts, male 
and female, and the making of it up into gsf'* 
ments, supplies the convicts at Paramatta with 
employment. The factory is about two miles 
from the town of ParamMta. The moat labo- 



48 o'gdnmbll's advsntusgb. 

tion upon the uiival of their husbandB in dM 
colony, and tickets of exemption upon the vppti* 
cation of a suitor, who must marry, forthwith, 
the damsel whose liberty he leelu. Sailors wbo 
have conceived a penchaat for lady paasengen 
on the voyage out, and are also, upon their anrival 
in the country, so in love with it as to wish t« 
remain ; and legitimate settlers who have served 
out tilieir sentences and taken greati of laad, urn 
usually the applicants for wives at the factory. 
Applications are often made by persons who 
come without any particular damsel in view! 
and obtaining a wife is pretty easy, from among 
a set of women who are ready to take any thing 
for a husband, rather than remain at the factory. 
The exchange, on the part of the woman, is, 
however, only the exchange of a mild govern- 
ment for a despotic, as the husband Can at any 
time turn her back to the factory by prefer- 
ring a complaint Consequently, the most fre- 
quent result of matches formed by a mere ireak, 
or love not the most refined, on the one part, and 
the acceptance of any offer, rather than remaiv 
ing in durance, on the other, is the remanding 
of the bride back to the factory aad a shaved 
head. The advantage is altogether on the side 
of the husband, the wife's sentence to the colony 
being standing evidence against bei to corrobo- 
rate his testimony. Gray-bearded old settUfs, 
who have served out their sentences, and an 
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ready to recommence the world on an Australian 
&rm, need a wife to take care of the homestead. 
Debarred by character, ill personal appearance, 
tai other disagreeableH, from obtaining an as- 
signed or freed woman to wife, these gentry seek 
in the factory a wife who will shut her eyes to 
the defects of a husband, be they ever so glaring, 
when by marriage nhe can again obtain " a home 
of her own." Quarrels soon follow the lying of 
the naptiat knot, and a large proportion of the 
police cases are complaints preferred by buabands 
, against wives, who have too soon let the motives ' 
of their marriage become apparent by their 
conduct. 

The process of a factory courtship is worth 
describing. Let ns suppose the suitor an old 
" stringy-bark," such being the soubriquet in 
which inland settlers rejoice. He has no par- 
ticular maid in view, but has obtained of Bishop 
Marsden permission to visit the factory and seek 
a wife, and a letter to the matron certifying his 
intent. The girls are paraded Jn each room as 
the Coslebs enters it, that is, the marriageable 
ones of the first and second classes, and the visiter 
scans them as a Turk would Georgians in a 
slave-market. I have been myself present at two 
or three of these negotiations, as they usually 
take place upon visiting days, when the friends 
of the convicts are allowed to enter tbe factory. 
1 would not be nnderstood diat / had frienda 



60 o'corhell s adtentitbes. 

there ; Mr. Smith could always make Bome pie- 
text to enter, and we visited them from curiosity. 
The girls, all agog for a buaband, would show 
various faces upon the examination. Some, mU 
sheepish smiles and blushes, would look as fool- 
ish as all young ladies are supposed to, when a 
third person happens in upon an interview at 
which the question has just been popped. Others 
would avert their faces in a sort of indiffet^tiee ; 
as, although a refusal is seldom met by an ap^- 
cant, still these seekers for help-meets are not all 
' of such an appearance as to tempt a woman half 
way. A third set would most prudishly frown 
upon a proceeding which pays so little lespect 
to the prescriptive rights of the ladies; while, as 
if purposely set in contrast to these fastidtotu 
ones, others would make attempts, not always 
successful, or with the best grace, to appear as 
amiable and pretty as possible, spite of the Para- 
matta frock and petticoat, of which they were 
evidently heartily tired. It requites the face of a 
Turk to come on such an open and acknowledg- 
ed errand ; so the case is, that the inspector is 
usually at aa much of a nonplus as the inspect- 
ed. The matron accompanies him, and anSwen 
his questions respecting the particular lady or 
ladies who attract his eye, giving each the best 
possible character. It is a regular frolic, atta 
the firqt fen^moments.'in each room. The matron 
cannot suppress a half laugh at the brcical bccdb, 

't-^si^ 



'S ADTEMTOBES. SI 

Ae CcelebB begins to.be dashed, and the girls 
break out into jokes upon hie personal appeat- 
ince, particularly if tie happens to hare passed 
the meridian. The chance is, that his quizzical 
reception hy the first class, and the confusion of 
&ces hindering his choice, will send him to the 
second, and a preconceived and natural prejudice 
against No. S will send him back to No. 1 again. 
TTpon his return, all pretence to reserve is thrown 
uide. ' " Ha ! old boy, could n't you find a moll 
to Boit } Is there never a blowen in the lot good 
enough for an old stringy-bark settler like 
you?" Flash is pattered at him with all a 
woman's volubility, and the old hlowens* who 
have been so often turned back to the factory for 
druukenneBs or other faults that their case is past 
redemption, commence quizzing the wife-hunter. 
"There, there's a new chum, just come out!".^~ 
pointing to some uninviting looking maiden; 
" she 'a the girl for yon !" " There ! there !" hy 
a dozen bidders ; or, " You 'd better take one of 
your age !" from some old toothless Jezebel. 
The matron and moaitresses wink at these irre- 
gnlaritiea as things of course, and impossible of 
preveation. The choice at length made, spite of 
, all the discouragements thrown in his way, the 
Mttler is seldom obliged to .apply to more than 
one, and atier uttering the awkward " yes," the 
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bride elect flies round to her pals, bidding haatjr 
adieuB, and tbe bridegroom leads ber ost. " I 'U 
give you tbree months before you 're tetoined !" 
cries one, and " It 's a bargain you 've got, old 
stringy-bark !" cries another. Hubbub and coa- 
fution mark the exit of tbe couple, and tbe bride's 
character is immediately picked to pieces by the 
neglected, aa soon as her back is turned, and the 
appearance of her husband elect most scientifi- 
cally blasted, after the usual manner of decrying; 
Bour grapes. The clothes of the convict are 
leturned to her, and, dressed again like a fi«a 
woman, she hies with her suitor of an hour to 
the charch. Government gives her a " ticket of 
exemption" as a dower, and she steps into her 
husband's carriage to go to his farm. 

Such a carriage ! In it is previously deposited 
something hardly less beloved by the planter 
than his wife — a five-gallon keg of Cooper's gin. 
The harness is bark cordage, the body may be 
slabs, or bark, save the bottom, and as for springs, 
they are an unnecessary luxury. The beast is 
oftener a bullock, or a brace of bullocks, than ^ 
horse. Tbe sixty or seventy miles' journey nearly 
achieved, the bride begins to look anxiously f<i» 
the farm, picturing to herself such a house and 
homestead as she had been used to in EngUnd. 
Perhaps a bark cottage heaves in sight — '' Is tbst 
your house 1" "No!" and she breathes again. 
But the end of the journey reveals nothing better. 
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Bark or log, perhaps plastered, and periiaps not 
— Borrounded by stumps with black tops, and 
half bnined trees — ^the whole scene conveying: to 
the new comer the idea of discomfort and desola- 
tion, rather than the home feeling of a farm; 
Mrs., the new made bride, indignantly refuses 
the hand which her attentive husband ofiers to 
help her from the chariot. "Help yourself then, 
if yoD like it !" and while the husband proceeds 
to onhaniess the bullocks, she makes one jump 
to the ground, careless of concealing either her 
angry disappointment or her legs. The interior 
of the honse over which ehe has come to preside, 
coiitBins full room to chase a cat round, if puss 
would take the precaution to double up her tail. 
^e bed is the eveilaBting stringy-bark, which 
the reader has heard before as the settler's sou- 
briquet; the furniture, a broken stool or two, and 
a table; the cooking utensils, a broken spider for 
frying, and a royat George, alitu a big kettle, for 
boiling, with a few corresponding articles. The 
first feeling of disappointment over, she concludes 
even this preferable, with liberty, to Paramatta 
and the dingy white frock ; and by the time her 
husband enters with the five-gallon keg, and 
other town-purchased merchandise under his 
arm, she has fonnd her tongue. 

Then comes the wedding party. Neighboring 
aettlers, if there be any, with their wives, and 
atock-keepera who have cha^ie of the cattle 
6* 

Coo^k 



€4 d'conngll's adventsseb. 

grazing in the interior, knowing when to enfoa 
the bridegroom, come unbidden to welcome hini 
home with his better half. Tlie royal George 
is eluDg over the fire, and in such a teapot is th« 
beverage fresh from Paramatta concocted. The 
" damper," a wheaten cake of hugeous dlmrai- 
aions, is clapped itat on the clay hearth, and 
buried in hot ashes. Less adheres to the cake 
than one would imagine; so little that a very 
little use accuatoma the settler to it. The damp- 
er baked, the royal George is set in the middle 
of the floor, into which the guests dive with their 
pannikins, diluting the tea with an abandaace of 
fresh milk, it having been sweetened in the pot. 
The damper is laid upon the table, flanked with 
a firkin of butter, and all hands fall to without 
other preparation, assisting the bread with a slice 
of cold meat. The dishes are rounds of logs, 
sawed off thin. The damper finished, the table 
is cleared, and the keg of Cooper's best set upon 
it, duly guarded round the bung with a leather 
tongue. The pannikins which had just aerved 
for tea-cups now act as drinking-g lasses, and the 
liquor is taken neat, that is to aay, without the 
enervating introduction of water. Pipes and 
tobacco are produced, and an edifying conversa- 
tion commences between the new wife and h^ 
female visiters — an exchange of experiences, in 
which each details how cruelly she was " lag- 
ged" Ok suspieiMi i all innocent as the fifieeath 
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generation yet to be born, of the crime for which 
the m^BtrbteB bad the tyranny to convict her; 
the dirty vagabonds of witnessea cruelly 8wear> 
ing her life away 1 

If the party Heparatee without a row, one is 
next to inevitable between the new-married 
couple. The husband drunk — wife do. — mad, 
crazy, from her &at refrular " tuck-out," proba- 
bly, fctf a year. Such is the first lesson of the 
married convidt, the burden of whose punish- 
ment government baa shifted to her husband. 
She may run away to the bush within a week, 
:^e may stay a fortnight before she elopes, she 
may remain till her husband complains of her at 
Pvamatta, or she may, by the last possibiUty, 
remain " tUl death do tbem part," as ^e liturgy 
hath it. The above is a faithful picture of too 
many " factory weddings." When an assigned 
servant woman is married, the consult of her 
master or mistteas is first to be obtained. The 
Sana of proclaiming the bans in church is also, 
in such matches, adhered to. They are ^n every 
way more respectable, as the parties know each 
other some uieeis at least. In such matdies, the 
haritand has also the right of turning bis wife 
into the factor^ again ; but in all cases he is 
boMnd to take her out vbea her term of punish- 
ment has expired. If he does not, her board is 
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Hole comricl ships,— Security of prisoners. — Jane Shore. 
— Convict boatswains. — Jealousy. — Food, — Barracks. — 

Employment of male convicts Wellington Valley. — 

Belter sort of convicts. — Their discipline — emphiyment. 
— Its effects, — Punishment. — " Saffron Hiners." — Con- 
vict overseers. — Theii tyranny. — Convicts "talcing to 
the bush." — Banditti. — "A surveyor's kit." — Eipedition 
of Mr. Oiley . — Discovery of a colony of " bushrangers." 
— Their sorrow at detection — Farm. — Good character 
and contentment. — Breaking up. — Disposal of the ta^- 
lives. — Indncemenis to give information of rnnaways. — 
" Bosh constables." — Guided by scent ! — Danger in ap- 
prehending mnaways. — Funishmetit. — Execution. — Dy- 
ing game. 

Of a female convict ship I have spoken from ob- 
servation. The sbipB used for the transportatioa 
of males are managed in like manner, except the 
additional precautions necessary for restraining 
men. The usual niunber of females conveyed in 
one ship is about ninety ; why an exception was 
made in the case of the PhcEuix, I have forgotten. 
Male convicts are nsually ironed, or a majority 
of them, on the passage. At night a strong gra- 
ting eeparatea each berth from the centre of the 
hold, and a guard of about thirty men are alwnys 
on duty. I believe the only instance on record 
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«f the capture of a convict ship, is that of the 
Jane Shore. That vessel carried female conricts 
who instigated the sailors to rise upon the ofH- 
ters. They took the vessel into Monte Video, 
but- the usual fate of mutineers and runaways 
overtook them there. 

Id addition to the security afTorded by the 
presence of soldiers and other precautions, on 
board a male convict ship, the appointment of 
boatswains or captains to each mess, from among 
the convicts, is a farther assurance of safety. The 
jealousy thus created prevents concert among 
the prisoners ; the performance of his duty makes 
the convict officer unpopular, and the creation of 
snch. a state of feud begets a jealousy which ren- 
ders him vigilant. The food allowed the prison- 
as is good and abundant; lime juice, vinegar, 
and three or four gills of Spanish wine p^ week, . 
are allowed for the prevention of scurvy. Under 
j^ood officers, amosementa are permitted as pre- 
Tentives of disease ; sometimes private thMatricdU, 
and more frequently dancing. 

The convicts upon landing are marched to the 
prisoners' barracks. There, such as are not im- 
mediately assigned to answer applications for 
servants or laborers, doA the livery, — a Paramatta 
suit, adorned with the initials " P. B." and the 
l»oad arrow. There were at Sydney two sets 
' of b^vacks, one called Hyde Park, for adults, the 
ifrthfr Carter's, for mal^ children and youth. At 
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Carter'a barracks was a achoo), the teachers of 
which were taken from among the better sort of 
transporia; and a workshop in which young men 
were apprenticed to trades. 

Some mischief was formerly the result of per- 
mitting applications to be made for particular 
convicts as servants, as coalitions or contracts, 
Babrersive of the purposes of government, arose 
from such a liberty; and it was found neceaaary 
to make the applications specify in general temw 
(Hily the %haractcr of the labor required, leaving 
the choice of the particular person to the super- 
intendent of the barracks. The prisoners in di- 
rect custody of the gtivemment are employed 
about trades, if they afe fortunate enough to have 
them, if not, in road gangs, and in breaking stone. 
Saturday is allowed to each prisoner to keep hia 
. person and clothing in order, and to earn money 
for himself, if he chooses to labor. Upon this 
day the weekly rations are served out ; artictes 
which bear keeping, sufficient for the next week, 
and tickets to obtain butcher's, meat and other 
perishable necessaries, at the stores of the con- 
tractors. 

At Wellington Valley, about a hundred and 
fifty miles from Sydney, is a station to which are 
sent convicts from the better classes of society; 
well educated men, convicted of such oflences aa 
forgery, genteel swindling, or a single departure 
from rectitude, sufficient, indeed, to transport 
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ihem, but DOt to sink them to a level wHh the 
tepreseniatiTes of St. Giles and Ratcli&e Higk 
Way. They are employed in agricultiire, till 
such time as they have given evidence nf reforma* 
tion, or proof of the iact that the crime for which 
they were transported was an exception to their 
habitual mode of life. As opportunities ofier, 
they ue placed at the head of schools, and em- 
ployed as clerks in the government offices. Thus 
ue those who aie supposed to possess some self- 
Kspect, allowed, as far as is compatible with 
ponishment, to retain it ; instead of being de- 
gnided to the standing of those who are known 
to be utterly vile. Appointment to schools, or 
secretaryships, makes them in a manner their 
owa masters, and is a reposal itf confidence which 
appeals- to, while it* nourishes their self-respect. 
Should one, however, despite these favorable cir- 
cumstances, transgress by inebriation, theft, or 
other crime, all the respect at first paid to their 
circumstances is forfeited. They are more rigor- 
ously pnnished than common convicts, as they 
are supposed to sin against superior light and 
knowledge. Of the low rogues transgression is 
expected, and they are treated as if constant 
oversight and rigorous discipline was necessary 
as a thing of course ; lighter peccadilloes being 
winked at. The favored prisoners who abuse 
^e privileges extended to them are punished for 
ingiatitnde, as well as the bare infraction of the 

t'-J";!!^ 
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law. They get lonf^et sentences to the tread- 
mill, to the iron gang, and to the penal settle- 
menta, than more ignoble offenderB, while their 
previous habits of life render any aentsnce to 
severe tabor a double punishment. Labor <hi the 
road, which to a comraon convict is considered 
no extra punishment, is such to thena. 

No system of human invention is without its 
defects. The reader will perceive that to cany 
out all the machinery of the colony and the dis- 
cipline of prisoners, a very lai^ number of sub- 
overseers are necessary. These were at one 
time provided from a regiment of soldiers called . 
". SaSron Miners," all of whom were mechanics. 
The exact meaning of this phrase I never conld 
discover. The Saffron Miners possessed very 
little other qualification for overseers than theii 
knowledge of trades, and their inefficiency as 
overseers was apparent in their uawillingneBS to 
compel the convicts to labor ; they were not stem 
enough, and the amount of work turned out did 
not answer the expectatitma of the authorities. 
The plan was thrown up, 'and the old system 
revived. This was the making of tyrants from 
slaves; the appointment of convicts, correct in 
conduct, to the oversight of their comrades. 
Wherever the experiment has been tried, it has 
been found that promoted bondsmen make cruel ' 
ta^-masters. The tyranny of these sub-agents 
of power overdoes the purposes of punishmottt 
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Tendering men desperate, and diiving them to »l* 
tempt elopement, or, in the country phrase, to 
"take to the bush." 

The first steps in an escape are by no means 
difficult, except to members of a chain gang, as 
these, in addition to their irons, are watched by 
soldiera. Goaded by the arrogance and cruelty 
of their overseers, two or three prisoners, or more, 
concert an escape. < There are constables' lodges 
outside the town, which the fugitives avoid by 
avoiding the high toad. 

This first difficulty sarmoonted, the runaways 
meet at an appointed rendezvous, and the first 
move is burglary. They surprise the house of 
some settl id plunder it of 

such mova ^oveniently cat* 

tied off; a1 possible, to seixe 

fire-arms. igitives organize 

themselves ive pteceded, or 

who follow ito banditti, rob- 

bing the market carts for food, and finding' the 
little shelter which the climate tenders necessary 
m caves and bark huts, like the natives. Some 
probably have method and wisdom enough to 
betake themselves into unfrequented parts of the 
interior, where ihey make clearings, bnild mote 
inbetantiaj houses, and till the earth, upon which 
very little labor is necessary to produce sufficient 
fi>r subsistence, and remain undiscovered. During 
my recideace in New Holland, I once accompa- 
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nied the goTemment surveyor) Mi> Oxlef^ cm 
an exploring expedition into the interior, s trip 
which occupied abont six months. Our pxrtj 
was made np of Mr. Oxley, myself, and twelve 
or fourteen tnuty convicts. Beside the instru- 
ments and provision, a surveyor's b^^nge is so 
light that " a surveyor's kit, a quart pot and 
blanket," has passed to a proverb. It is unneces- 
sary to attempt any thing like a regular joum^ 
of this jaunt, as the details would not be interest 
ing to the reader, because, while they might be 
miuate enough to tire, they would not preserve 
the scientific and geographical objects gained 1^ 
the excursion ; which it cannot be supposed that, 
without any m liis distance of 

time remembei >f interest wiU 

be introduced' s, asd the ob- 

servations ma y general ac- 

count of the : >ject in intro- 

ducing the ex spe^ of an 

establishment which we encountered after thzee 
weeks' journey from Wellington Valley into the 
interior. There were two comfortable bark 
houses, and several acres of ground under culti- 
vation, stocked with horses, bullocks, sheept 
swine, poultry, and all the et ceteras of a well 
appoinled &nn. We were directed to it by some 
natives, who gave ne to understand by signs that 
there were peoj^ like us living in a direction to 
which they pointed. The first person we saw 
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WM a man ciresBcd in opossum sMna, who Btarted 
back, aad without uttering a word ran into iha 
houee. Mr. Ozley and I followed, and found a 
woman and a bmily of children. The other 
house was similarly tenanted, and the poor people 
confeBBed at once that they were runaways ; mis- 
taking ns for a party sent expressly to apprehend 
them. Never were visiters so unwelcome; the 
women wept, the men Btood, too proud to weep, 
but despair personified, and the children, who had 
iterer befture seen white men except their parents, 
looked et us in pained curioEity, as they clung 
to the garments of fath^ and mother. They 
had been there six or seven yeara, and in all that 
time had been unmolested. Their farm, stock 
and tools were, it is true, stolen in the first in- 
stance, bnt they lived too far from any settlement 
to continue the usual predatory h^its of bush- 
rangers. To this circiunstauce they were in* 
debted for their security ; and the absence of 
alcoholic liquors, necessaiy from their non-inter- 
course, conduced to their quiet and happiness. 
It seemed, indeed, almost a sin to break up a 
settlement so strictly pastoral; and while Mr. 
Oxley's duty compelled him to do so, he pledged 
his word that his interest should be exerted to 
prevent farther punishment than their removal 
back to Sydney. He also engaged to make a 
favorable report of their conduct and circum* 
stances at Sydney. In all these particulars ha ' 
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fedeflmed his word; bnt it was puouhnwnt 
enough to compel the party to abandon a spot 
endeared to them by so many circumstances and 
leeolleetions. They were, however, in a measure 
reconciled to their fate, by the commiseration 
and promisee of Mr. Oxley, and tSta the first 
hour of meeting, atood to ua rather in the light 
of hosts than prisoners.. A sheep was killed, 
and we produced, on our part, various little arti- 
cles, which to them were rarities after their long 
hermitage. In the morning, taking away their 
horses and some coin, the two families turned 
their backs upon their home, abandoning stock 
and grain enough to make any English or Ameri- 
can farmer wealthy. 

The above is the only instance of the detection 
of nmaways so comfortably situated, which oc- 
cnned during my residence in New Holland. 
But, as before remarked, it is highly probaUe 
that there are other families of "squatters" in 
similar ciicnmstances. I doubt whether govern- 
ment, unless compelled by an accidental encouD- 
ter with them, lilie that of Mr. Ozley, or by too 
great publicity of the fact that such a retreat 
existed, would disturb it. It certainly is humaae 
policy, after the fugitives have encountered and 
weathered all the harassing dangers of an es; 
cape, and are living in innocence, to disturb 
them. With the population of Sydney the af 
rest of these people, who had long before been 
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oiDBidered dead, was the most interesting event 
connected with Mr. Osiey's tour. The children 
were sent to the chELrity eehool at Paramatta, the 
men to the barracks, and the women to the fac- 
tory; bnt no proceedings were instituted agninst 
diem as runaways. 

To return to the more usual fate of fugitives. 
In order to secure their apprehension, it is a 
standing rale that the apprehension, or the giving 
of information which shdU lead to the apprehen- 
sion, of four runaways, entitles a seven years' 
convict to a ticket of leave ; six entitles a four- 
teen years', and eight, a life transport to the same 
reward. In some cases a handbill is issued, of- 
fering a ticket of leave, or a gratuity in money, 
to the person who shall bring in a notorious 
highwayman, burglar, or murderer, dead or alive. 
The reward is of course adapted to the situation 
of the person who apprehends the culprit, as a 
ticket of leave could not be given -a free man. 
Sometimes a free pardon and passage to England 
is held out as an indacement. Bushrangers can- 
not, by delivering up comrades, avail themselves 
of these offeie, unless a specific proclunation is 
issued to Aat efiect. Neither bushrangers or 
bamtck prisoners, however, often betray rona- 
^vays, and when they do, those betrayed are 
usually persons whose crimes oh the road have 
become too revolting even to convicts. 

Trusty natives are created " bush oonstables." 
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These are about the only blacks who have gnns 
and amtnitnitioB. The majority of the naUvca 
are incapable of nsing them, and ae they have ro 
articles to ofier in traffic, they conld not obtain 
arms if they wished. The guns of the black 
constables are given them by government, aad 
they wear a brass plate, on which is inscribed 
the name of the wearer, the tribe he belongs t», 
and the certificata of his office. These fellows 
pretend to follow a man by the scent, like a iog, 
and I have known several circumstances which 
would seem to prove their possession of some 
such faculty. The capture of a prisoner, aaid 
the surrender of him at the barracks, creates the 
black captor a bush constable, and he is presented 
hia musket and brass plate. They get also a 
gratuity of some sort for each prisoner enrren- 

Still another method of arresting runaways is, 
to disguise soldiers, and send them, in such sqnadi 
as not to alarm suspicion, into the interior. It 
is however dangerous service. Bushrangns who 
have plundered a house, or a market cart, are 
burglars or highway robbers, and of course liable, 
upon conviction to death. Murder of theil 
pursuers can subject them to no worse pntiiab- 
ment, and may procure their escape. The sale 
or ptt of arms or ammunition to a bushranger is 
punishable bf transportation to a penal settle- 
ment, or oUiei heavy penalty ; yet the fugitives 
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p>ovid» thunaehn in boiiw wbjt with arm*, ftntl 
MMil>tmt«« wiA them are by no ma&Bs triflee, 
after they have been abGent long enough ta be- 
MUK detpCKte. The dead bodies of fugitives 
irk» MI in defending ihetnaeWes at6 frequently 
Wottght into Sydney to be identified. 

Whel« a ptisoMt n letaken, if no n^bny at 
msideT ia ptcVed againBt him upon tjrial, and no 
atenHpt at fomble escape by the nue of deadly 
wettpcniB, he gets a sentenee to a pdnal settlement, 
foi the crime of running away. After this Ben> 
tence is completed, he is returned to the banacks, 
on his original sentence, and serves out that ; the 
time speDt in the woods and in the penal settle- 
ment counting bim nothing. If he baa resisted 
the soldiers or officers with weapons, or if he be 
proved to have committed burglary or highway 
raUwry, he ia hung. Executions are frequent, 
, and are done on the condemned in the jail-yard. 
The jail at Sydney is at the " Rocks," or rather 
in front of that district. The roofs and windows 
of the houses in the rear are crowded with spec- 
tators. The yard is thrown open, and ia also 
crowded with spectators. Very few penitent 
Bpeechea are made, it appearing rather to be the 
intent of the malefactor to die game. What few 
words are said are generally exculpatory of their 
conduct, on the pica of the cruelty of the over- 
seen. There was one instance where the male- 
lactor suddenly thrust a knife, of which he had 
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by some means obuuaed possesiion, at the bai^ 
man, inflicting a Blight womid, and throwing lum 
&om the platform. The man's elbows wera 
pinioned behind him, and it wa« necessary to 
throw the blow with his whole body. Another 
hangman was substituted for the regular Jack 
Ketch, who was disabled by the fall. That dig- 
nitary, a hangman before his transportation, 
protested that in all his experionce he had never 
before met such a game customer as the one who 
attempted his death. , 
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CHAPTER T. 

Tickets of leave.— Privileges and restrictions of lenre-nien. 
— ChaUenges of police. — Tielrets of eiemptioa. — Hus- 
boitds and irit«s. — Servaals lelumed to tlie borrackg. 
— nlagiElmles. — Punishmeata. — Faftneut lor c<»ivict 
labor, — Sentences at quarter sessioas, — Iroa gangs. 

— Eoad gangs.— Penal settlements. — Norfolk Island 

State of prLsooets there.— Mutiny on board City of 
Edinbnrgli.'— Port Macqiranie, — Cape Paekel whaler. 
— AdTBOlages of ground for Boian]' Bay ivhalerc.---: 
Sqsall. — Capsizing. — Escape of Mr. O'Conuell. — Fix--; 
tores of a ivhaleboat. — Distress for water. — Death of 
companions in boat — Four days' eiposure. — Tempta- 
tion to cannibalism. — Landing. 

The "ticket of leave," frequently referted to in 
the preceding pages, ts a conditional pardon, 
granted to convicts after a aeries of years of good 
behavior in the colony. Those sentenced origi- 
nally for seven years, if convicted of no crime in 
New Holland, receive a ticket of leave at the end 
of three years; fourteen years' transports at the 
end of six ; and lifers at the end of eight or ten. 
Sometimes these tickets give the possessor the 
liberty of the whole continent, but more general- 
ly, only particular tovfns or distrtete. Uncondi- 
tioDoI pardon, or emancipation, seldom precedes 
CoogL 
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the expiration of the sentence. Ticket of leare 
men are pennitted to employ their time as they 
please, and ore exempted from the spotted hvory, 
as also are assigned seiraats. Drunkenness, 
idleness, theft, or other misconduct, forfeits to 
the oflender his ticket of leave, and subjects him 
of' course to such farther punishment as his of- 
fence merits. No ticket of leave man may be 
legally in the street after eight in the evening, 
and innholders who permit any except freemen 
to remain in their premises after that hour, forfeit 
their licenses. The police arrest all with whose 
faces they are unacquainted, and the inquiry fol- 
lows, "Who are you?" If the answer be "a 
freed-man," th» person arrested ia required to 
produce his certificate of freedom ; if he he a 
ticket of leave man or an assigned servant, he ia 
turned into the barracks till morning; if a bar- 
rack prisoner, his dress saves the trouble of in- 
quiry, 

A " ticket of exemption" may be obtained by 
a male convict after two years of good behavior. 
This allows the receiver, if a barrack prisoner, 
to live out of the barracks with his wife. 'No 
extra ration is allowed him for her support, but 
only fbnr days in the week axe required of him 
for labor, the day extra being supposed, with his 
wife's industry, sufficient for her support. Fa- 
cilities are afforded for the pass^re out of hus- 
baads pr wives whose consorts are separated 
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from them by the iaconvenieDt edicts of the law, 
but never in the same ship. Where a couple are 
sentenced to transportation, good beharior -on 
both sides will procure tbein the privilege of liv* 
ingtogetber; the hasband still subject to barrt^^k 
rales, or to the will of his master, while the 
wife's liberty is unconditional, till Hbridged by 
h^ husband's complaint at the police. Masters 
most relinquish the services of females upon the 
arrival of their huabands, free, ftom the nlother 
tountry, but are not bound to free an unraarried 
woman who wisl^s to wed. Servants must be 
returned to the barracks or to the factory, when 
their terms, of service cease ; and mere nonunal 
service is guarded against, by strict watchfulness 
on the part of government, as instances have 
been detected, in which the master stood, in ef- 
fect, between the criminal and punishment. 

la the discipline and punishment of tavnt\», 
the intervention of a magistrate is always cus* 
tomary. Complaint must be preferred to the 
police authorities, particularly in the case of as- 
signed servants. One magistrate may inflict 
fifty lashes ; a bench of two or more punish at 
discretion, by lashes or the stocks, or the tread- 
mill. Crimes of a character meriting .severer 
penalties, go before the higher court at the q,uar- 
ter sessions for final trial and sentence. Without 
the assiatauce of the eivil authorities, masters, 
particuloily inland settlers, could not control 
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thf ir seiv&nta ; as there ia quite a hflmlet of con- 
vict laborers about the residence of an Aastraliui 
farmer. Payment for their labor is at the option 
of their master, he being bound only to feed and 
clothe them ; bat experience having demonstrated 
ihex to work well, men must be fed well, their 
provisions are abundant. 

For the ofiences which come before the quarter 
seseione, the convicts are Sentenced to iron gangs, 
to penal settlements, and to death. The sen- 
tences to penal settlements are, like the original 
sentences to the colony, for seven, fourteen years, 
and for life. Iron gangs labor under heavy 
guards of soldiers in clearing tracts of land in 
the interior, all wearing gyves, proportioned in 
Weight to their crimes. Theirs is the first and 
most laborious labor of clearing, and the worit is 
finished by gangs of laborers, without irons, who 
are thus employed as no extra puniehment. 

" Penal settlements," to which frequent allu- 
sion has been made, are the places to which 
criminals are sent after conviction, before a colo- 
nial court, of offences which degrade them even 
below the Botany Bay standard. The life-sen- 
tenced double convicts are usually sent to Norfolk 
Island.' This island has no harbor, and the resi- 
dents upon it ate allowed no communication 
with the world, except such as is afibrded by the 
arrival of new esiles. A strong guard prevents 
the landing of boats from any vessel, except 
CoogL 
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those of the goTemment. "RieTe is not even 
anchorage near this surf-bound isle ; and while 
vessels are landing convicts or stores, they lay 
00 and off. In one place only is it accessible to 
boats; so that it is a complete natural prison. 
The boats used by government vessels for lattdingf 
here are built expressly for that service. Prison- 
ers sOnt here are, with few exceptions, sentenced 
to a perpetual and irremediable exile from the_ 
world) tickets of leave and other indulgences are 
nnknown, and I verily believe that many of the 
prisoners brought to Sydney from penal settle- 
ments for trial, commit crime to obtain that de* 
liverance which is only reached by the gallows. 
What I know of Norfolk Island, I learned while 
belonging to a government ship called " The City 
of Edinburgh." She transported to Norfolk 
Island, at one trip, one hundred and fourteen reck- 
less ineorrigibles. The original number was one 
hundred and twenty, but before leaving Port 
Jackson, some symptoms of disturbance were 
efiectually quelled by a discharge of musketry 
down the hatchway, which sent six of the con- 
victs to their long home. 

The employment of the prisoners at penal set- 
tlements is calculated exclusively for punishment. 
Most of the males labor with irons on their legs. 
Indeed, the discipline of iron-gangs and of settlers 
at penal stations differs only in name, and in the 
duration of the punishment. Port Macquanie, 
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eituftted on the eutem coast of New HoPand, 
Bome hundreds ot miles above Sydney, was the 
principal penal station. Here was a garrison 
too strong to{>ennit even the symptoms of a rise 
among tlie prisoners. In the course of my ad- 
ventures, ahet a misfortune which I shall shortly 
lelnle, I visited Port Macquarrte, and had ocular 
proof of the severity with which the prisoners 
were treated. The government of th^ colony is 
entirely in the hands of the military officers, and 
offences which do not require a removal to Syd- 
ney for trial, are visited with summary and severe 
corporal punishment. The recklessness of the 
incorrigibles, inducing disrespect, and perhaps, in 
despair, open contumely toward their military 
masters, does not a whit abate the rigor of their 
treatment. The soldiers seemed to think that 
the attempt to manage by any thing Uke mild 
measures was folly i and that the convicts were 
too far below the scale of humanity to he sensible 
even of corporeal suffering. As to degradation, 
that is part of a double-convict's existence. The 
reader will smile incredulously, when I tell him 
that the heads of the convicts were once reshaved 
at Port Macquairie, during -my six weeks' stay 
there, to mix with lime to plaster a house belong- 
ing to one of the officers ! 

There haVe been several cases of runaway con- 
victs anticipating their sentence, by straying to 
a penal settlement, in ignorance of the country ! 

Coo^k 
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Such fugitires enjoy a terminBtion to their jour- 
ney, the anticipation of which would hare pre- 
vented its commencement. 
To step bacic to the relation of the -event by 
' which I was introduced to Port Macquarrie. In 
' 18S3, 1 shipped in a vessel called the Cape Packet, 
Capt. Dillon, originajly what her name purport- 
ed, but at that time a whaler. She was a half- 
rigged brig or Bchooner, of between one and 
two hundred tons,* and her owner was the Mr. 
Haynes mentioned in a preceding chapter. At 
that period the Sydney whalers were in almost 
exclusive possession of a certain cruising ground . 
to the north of the continent of New Holland, 
since improved by American and English wha- 
lers. The limited operations of the Sydney 
whalers were gloriously repaid, antil the entrance 
of vessels of other nations reduced this field to 
the present precarious standard of all whaling 
grounds. Notwithstanding that Sydney was a 
rendezvous for whalers, particularly English, the 
Sydney trade managed for a long time to pre- 
serve a monopoly. The Kanakas (South Sea 
Islanders) discharged from American and Eng* 
Ush whalers, at Sydney, supply the Sydney 
whalers with half their crews. In the Cape 
Packet, out of sixteen hands, seven at least were 
Kanakas. 

in Csllw ■ Sfdnef wh*l« 
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The viodvs operaTidi of taking whalea is so 
familiar to all thoee whose reading taste would 
lead them to take up a book like this, that 1 shall 
not here introduce a description, farthei than is 
necessary to make my story intelligible.. We 
had been five months upon the ground, and were 
cutting in the last fish necessary to complete our 
cargo. The purchase foe hoisting in was from 
the maiu-stay, and the tackle fall led to the 
windlass, where all hands of our small crew were 
at work. The operation, with the head and fiuke 
ropes, g^ve the schooner something of a heel; 
and while we were all intent upon the work, a 
white squall, which had been gathering unper- 
eeived, combing and frothing along on the sur- 
face of the water, in a N. N. W, direction, struck 
us, and threw the httle craft upon her beam-ends. 
All was confusion 1 she lay for a moment, her 
keel out of water, struggling and working like a 
living thing ^;ainst the power of the elements. 
Another moment and the topsail and jib, under 
wliich she was laying to, went to tatters — her 
light spars snapped and fell to leeward — the first 
fury of the squall was over — the resistance of our 
vessel to the wind was lessened— >and she righted, 
quivering and trembling. A steadier gale, accom- 
panied by tettifie thunder and lightning, follow- 
ed; but, in all the horror and confusion of the 
scene, our hearts leaped to heaven with a mo- 
mentary feeling of security. It was, however, 
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bnt momentBry ; for the appalling fact was almost 
inunediately ascertained, that, racked and riven 
by the tempest, in her peculiarly exposed situa- 
tion, oar ves^l was rapidly filling. Before we 
could clear the stem and quarter boats from the 
davit tackles, their keels were in the water, and 
onr utmost exertion was necessary to prevent 
their being swamped under the darit heads. 
Each consulted Ms own safety; we stripped the 
hanteee cask of its contents, and shoved away 
from alongside in baste, to escape the vortex 
which we supposed would be caused by her 
■inking. We might, however, have been more 
deliberate, as, even after she was water-logged, 
we could, while daylight lasted, see the stumps 
of her masts. There may be question whether, 
with her cargo, she sank at all ; but no traces of 
her were ever afterward discovered, though a 
vessel was despatched from Sydney Cove to look 
for her. 

In the boat with myself were five of the Kana- 
kas. We put into the boat from the vessel only 
some pork and beef from the harness cask ; but 
every whale-boat is kept supplied with a com- 
pass, a tinder box, and a water keg, in addition 
to the apparatus for destroying fish. The water 
keg, however, was nearly empty through care- 
lessness, aid the excitement of danger and escape 
produced such a thirst on the part of the Kana- 
kUt that their repeated draughts soon consnmed 

■>* C003L 
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what watn was in the boat, even before I had 
any incliaation to drink. Upon applying to the 
keg, I found it entirely empty. Still this did not 
cause me much mora than a little vexation at the 
disappointment, as, knowing we were probably 
only about fifty miles from land, and having a 
compass in the boat, I expected to make it that 
afternoon or night; the squall having struck us 
about Dfioa. The boat waa, however, over four 
days in reaching the laud! During that time 
four of my Kanaka companions died frotn thirst 
and exhaustion. The surviving Kanaka was 
sorely tempted as the fourth of his countrymen 
died before his eyes, and hesitatingly jmiposed to 
me to eat of him. I shuddered at the ivoposal 
and discouraged it with disgust, and my compa- 
nion gave it over. Even then we were ia sight 
of land, but so completely exhausted from hun- 
ger, fatigue, and want of sleep, that we could no 
longer make any exertion to reach it. My wrists 
were swollen and weak — my feet, where they 
had been in the water in the bottom of the boat, 
shrivelled and raw. With a feeling of careless 
despair we resigned our boat to the mercy of the 
wave, careless whither we were driven. The 
wind had gone down, and the spot to which 
we providentially drifted was a level, sandy 
beach. Hosts of the natives, who had. long dis* 
cemed our boat as it slowly driited to the shore, 
waded out, took it by the head, and hauled it up. 
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Some of them ^immediately stepped into it and 
plondered it of every thing movable — oars^irons^ 
lances, tubs, Sec. The qnestioD will naturally 
occur to the reader, why they did not put off 
to ns in their canoes; the answer is, that the 
aborigines of New Holland have no canoes in 
which they venture upon the sea at all ; as ^eir 
boats are the rudest known — inefficient and 
elnmsy, like every thing else belonging to them. 
We were too weak to stand erect, and upon 
reaching the beach sank in the sand. We made 
earnest gestures for water, but they paid no at- 
tention to our wants till they had stripped us of 
every article of clothing. Then some water was 
brought us in calabashes, and some of the flesh 
of the kangaroo and bandycoot. Refreshed by a 
moderate meal, and by frequent draughts of water 
in small quantities, we laid dovra to sleep under 
the native blanket, a wide strip of bark, doubled. 
Certainly never before was sleep so delightful to 
me, or so zefieshing. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Abongine^. — Nonhera and sontbem tribes compared. — 
Bark shelter.—Fire at night.— Effect of dreams.— Of 
thuoder storms. — Division into tribes Personal appear- 
ance.— Wooing with clubs. — Licentiousness. — Killing 
cbildren. — Fainting feces. — Weapons of var. — Fredato- 
17 habits — Teeth and fingers ss tribute. — Nakedness. 
— Novel mode of wearing pantaloons. — Paramatta fairs, 
— Distribution of clothing. — Sugar bags.— Detestable 
liqaor. — Bows the eSect. — Cannibalism. — Food of na- 
tives .-^limbing trees. — SmaJIJ>lack population. — Run- 
away convicts living with natives — Tribes near Eng- 
lish. — Their characteristics. — Effect of intercourse. — 
Charity, schools. — Civilization synonymous with exUnc-g 
tioD — Antipodal postiion of New Holland. — Soil. — 
Winter. — Sunmier — Fertility .—Salubrity .—Native trees 
and roots. — Appearance of forests. — Animals. — Omi- 

Ihorynctins .^Native dog. — Cat. — Otiier quadrupeds 

Birds. — Black swsJi. — Musk ducks. — Lizards. — Fish. — 
Betum to Sydney. — Appearance of Sydney from bay, — 
Buildings. — General appearaitce iind charat^r. — Colo- 
nial government. — Population of New Holland. 

At and about Port Macquarrie, and to the north 
of that settlement, the aborigines of New Holland 
are probably more savage and filthy in their ha- 
bits, and leas acquainted mih any thing like art, 
than on any other part of the continent. In the 
southern and western parts, the natives have 
CoogL 
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■omethiDg like houses; but in nearly every other 
part of the country, bark shelter, the moat slight 
and mde that can be imagined, answers every 
purpose, and nndet this they only sleep. Living 
ill-doors is something that never was embraced 
in theb notions of comfort. A large fire is built 
at ona end, to keep away Foloyan, the devil, 
vhose power is recognised by all the tribes, but 
not always under the same name, as their dialects 
differ. Eight or nine months spent among them 
in reaching Port Macquarrie from the place 
where the Cape Packet was wrecked, on the 
Dortbera coast of the continent, gave me opportu- 
nity to observe their habits. It is not intended 
to assert that the distance required that time, 
bat want of acquaintance with the country, and 
^e will and hindrance of the natives, much im- 
peded ray progress, or rather led to a wasting of 
labor in, profitless wanderings. - 

One general peculiarity of their superstition, 
which I do not recollect ever to have seen noted 
by geographers, is this. If during his sleep a 
native chance to dream, he jumps up upon wak- 
ing, and gives the alarm to his comrades. If it 
be still nigfat, the encampment is immediately 
shifted to a dbtance from .the haunted spot ; no 
inducement would tempt them to sleep then 
again, until after the expiration of a long period 
of time, if indeed they ever would wittingly thus 
tempt Foloyan. Koyan, God, or the Good Spirit, 

Coo^k 
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is, as far as 1 could learn, seldom invoked, as, like 
many other savages, they think it more neceasa- 
ly to propitiate the evil than to worship the 
good. A thunder storm throws them prostrate 
upon the earth, and auch a time appears to be 
the only occasion upon which they worship. 
Then their shoutings and bowlings are alHce ter- 
rific and ludicrona. 

They are divided into tribea bo small that the 
divisions would almost seem families. In some 
few of these, hereditary chiefs hold sway; in 
others, might makes right, and the stnngest as- 
sert a rule per force. The connecting link be- 
tween apes and men, they have generally less 
resemblance to the Africftn negro than the New 
Zealanders, and, particularly when old, resemble 
the monkey more than any other human heingi 
do. In stature, they are generally above the 
middle size, and their bodies hear an apish pro- 
portion to their legs, those limbs being shorter 
than the European's, while the arms appear 
longer. In complexion they vary from copper 
color to black; the latter being generally the 
least ferocious race. No tribes have hair quite 
so much curled as the African's, and in a majori- 
ty of tribes it is straight. 

Marriage is an institution hardly lecognised, 

and often dissolved at will, or by the desertion 

of the husband, or the elopement of the wife 

There is little in theif mode of wooing whici 
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would attach a bride to her husband ; the method 
being fOT the man to select his woman, (always 
from another tribe,} waylay her, stun hei with a 
blow from his club, and bear her to his temporary 
bartc hut. OAentimea he goes at ni^t with a 
band of friends, and a sanguinary knock-down 
between the, friends of both parties is the com- 
mencement of the marriage ceremony. If the 
bridegi^m is successful, he bears away his gin, 
aa the wife is called in the native language. 
If beaten back, he defers the happiness to a 
future opportunity. The natires are horridly 
licentious, particularly near English settlements, 
where theii vile propensities are aggravated *hy 
the potent evil agency of alcohol. Their wives are 
articles of trade. Upon the birth of twina, one 
u killed ; and.white or mulatto childcenvof black 
mothers are butchwed as soon as bom, the bus- 
band acting the executioner, and the mother 



The wild tribes away from the English are 
foad of disfiguring their faces with red earth, and 
of thrusting quills throng the cartilage of the 
nose, particularly when going to war. Their 
weapons are a rude apear, and the waddie or 
clnb. They have no bows, and the policy of 
the English govenunent has prevented the inlro- 
dnction of fire-arms among them to any* great 
extent. J*redatqry in theii habits, they attack 
isolated residences of stosk-keepers, uid even 
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Email settlements. The government have been 
compelled to a war of ezterminalion with sevnal 
tiibea, who had become, by forbearanee, not only 
thiBviah, but sanguinary, when Englishmen fell 
into their hands. Powerful tribes compel their 
conquered neighbors to give up tooth af^ tooth 
as tribute ; and it is the custom of some to cut 
oS the little finger on the right hand of each of 
the vanquished tribe, men, women and children. 
Others subject only the women to this mutila- 
tion. Most of the native black fish-womeA who 
ply their vocation in the harbor of Fort Jackson 
are thus disfigured. 

In the interior they exult in the naked majesty 
of nature; and instances of blacks promeosding 
(he streets of Sydney in puris naiuralihu, were 
not quite se rare as eclipses. Some would mis* 
appropriate garments given them, aa, fm- instance, 
by buttoning the waistband of a pair of trowsen 
round the neck, and strutting like a Spaniaid 
under a short cloak, or a bashaw of two tails. 
At the annual fain at Paramatta, and upon other 
occasions, the government distribute Paramatta 
frocks and blai^ets to each native man and wo- 
man, and a hatchet to each man of the crowd of 
blacks. The chiefs and "bush constables" are 
also presented with brass plates, and the latter 
with muskets. Not more than one, however, ia 
ever given to one native. If lhe«e and Ibod were 
the only articles served out to the natives on. 
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tiiese occasions, it were well; but empty sngar 
bags are also thTown to them, which are pat 
into tubs on the spot, and water poured upon 
them. To this, some of the worst sort of eiai- 
grants add rinsings of liquor-casks and slops 
fcom the public houses, and, 

" To make ihe Uiiitiire stab and good," 
tobacco and other maddening substances are 
thrown in. Instigated by this detestable com- 
pound, TOWS, fighting, and beastly liceationsaess 
wind up a day originally Instituted, among other 
objects, for the benefit of the natives. Things, 
however, have probably changed since my visit 
to Sydney. 

■ Cannibalism is a trait found more or less 
among the tribes on all parts of the continent, 
but principally on the northern part.* I have 
seen parts of human bodies in the bags which 
the women carry on their backs ; and am con- 
nnced, from direct oral accounts in which I put 
credit, that even abandoned white runaways, after 
a residence with the natives, learn to eat human 
flesh. Indolence and hunger assist an imnatural 
taste in preserving this revolting custom ; for, sa- 
lubrious as is the chmate and fertile the soil pf 
New Holland, less nutritious plants and fruits 

• Cunningliam, the author of a work on New Soalb Wales, 
«ys the blacks about Sydney speak of the Dorlheni tribes- as 
" white felleis what eat black reltera," 
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are iadigcnous there than on any of the amaller 
ielanda of the Pacific; and ctUtivation of the 
earth is scarcely known among the aborigines. 
Their precaiiouB food is principally the flesh of 
the opossum, bandycoot, kangaroo, and kangaroo- 
rat, with such few edible roots and herbs as grow 
spontaneously. Fish, till the introduction of 
proper implements by the English, they had not 
ingenuity enough to catch in any large quantity. 
Kangaroos they knock down with the club or 
Bpear, and to take the opossum, climb'trees, with 
ntore agility than their natural indolence would 
seem to allow. They get up the smooth trunks 
of trees by notching steps for the toe with a 
hatchet or sharp stOne. One species of snake, 
vermin, any thing, no matter how repulsive, 
capable of being devoured with Impunity, is eaten 
by them. 

The tribes have no fixed residence, but wander 
emh within a certain tract or district, shifting 
their quarters as impelled by hunger. This 
mode of living, with their vilely licentious ha- 
bits, men and women Uving together in almost 
indiscriminate concubinage, and children destroy- 
ed according to the freaks of their parents, keeps 
the native black population small. The reader 
has seen from the description, how precarious 
their food, and how filthy their personal appear- 
ance; the very cattle imported and bre4 by Eng- 
lisii settlers will run away from a black naUve 
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with every symptom of disgust. Yet, under all 
these circumstances, runaway convicts will live 
with the*. On my oyer-Iand jaunt from the 
north coast to Port Macquarrie, I encountered 
with one tribe tw« runaway convict women, and 
with another a convict man. They had become 
so utterly degraded, as to be scarce above the 
savages in their habits ; wore nest to no clothing, 
and fell into their indolent and filthy mode of 
existence. Each was a runaway from a penal 
Mttlement, if I recollect, and each professed to 
prefer life in the woods' to the discipline of the 
penal settlements. Never in my life before had 
I seen shch a complete degradation from civiliza- 
tiou to the lowest scale of human ^istence. 

The tribes near the English settlements have 
become almost entirely dependent upon their 
English neighbors for subsistence. Low cun- 
ning, thieving propensities, and inveterate habits 
of begging, with die utmost impudence and p»- 
tinacity, are their characteristics. They appear 
to have recognised their title "black fellows," and 
in retara dub the Engli^ " white fellows," seem- 
ingly perfectly content with the distinction, and 
considering white the worse hue, decidedly. The 
of adult blacks with the convict aet- 
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I dements imparts to them all the vices of the 
convicts. Settlers employ them in harvesting for 
s small compensation, and they have proved wil- 
lii^, occasionally, to work, provided they be 
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■tarred into it, and the liquor and food be with- 
held till nearly night, or deliveied in such small 
quantities as barely to sustain the laborer and 
provoke his appetite. They are wags in a small 
way, many qf them very diverting even in their 
disgusting filth. Generations must pass before 
they are brought to any considerable approach 
to civilization. Missionary enterprises to the 
interior experience has proved of no avail, at- 
tended with great peril, and eSecting no good. 
The only influence upon the future character of 
the natives must be-e%<yted through the chanty 
schools where young blacks are educated. It is, 
however, frequently the case that natui^ leads 
even educated black youth back to the habits of 
' their parents. The experiment of mixing colonial 
children with the blacks in the charity schoohi 
was expected to operate to the prevention of this 
returning "to wallowing in the mire" on the 
part of the blacks, by destroying some of their 
nationality. How far it h&s been successful, I 
am unable to stale. The probability is, however, 
that the civilization of the natijves of New Hol- 
land will, as in other new countries, be synony- 
roons with their extinction. 

The position of New Holland is antipodal to 
our latitude. Consequently our winter is their 
summer, and our summer their winter. The 
season is never too severe for vegetation, and 
English settlers get 'two grain and two potato 
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oops in each year. The soil under cultivation 
i> bard and clayey.bnt capable of much imprave- 
ment by furrowing and compost, an important 
uticle, gypsum, or plaster of Paris, being abun- 
dant. Salt is applicable also to earth of such a 
BBture. Winter is marked by very heavy and 
dense dews ; and the fall of rain is nearly equal 
10 onra. The atmosphere is, however, leas hmnid, 
and thifl arid peculiarity renders the heat more 
■apportable, even with the thermometer at 100°, 
than with us at 70°. A vessel of water does not 
gather npon its outside tbb deposit of moisture 
from the atmosphere so frequently obseirvable 
widi us. Almost every thing will grow by 9ulti- 
TBtion ; the fruits of tropical and of temperate 
elimatee yield their increase in the same gardens, 
the care of the husbandman being directed to 
&vor the nature of each plant or tree, diversify- 
ing his enltnre to its wants. The pumpkin is a 
great staple for fym Ibod, and especially coveted 
by the blacks. Dairies are very luc^rative proper- 
ty, and for draught, bollocka anpersede oxen and 
horses, exeept with the very wealthy. Twelve 
to twenty pounds per year ia the price of fiee 
labor on a farm. Wool is a staple product of the 
colony, and the settler can have it mannfactsred 
at the government factory, paying the cost of the 
mannfactnre in die produce of his farm. 

The most nncomfortable wind at Bydney is 
the northern and western, producing oftentimes 
8* ■ r ,. 
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& disease of the eyes called "the blight," and 
carrying the thermometer np to 110°. The 
Bouthem and weetem is cool, and the east, in 
summer, refreshing. The general character of 
the climate ia he&lthy, dysentery being the most 
ratal disease which caa fairly be ascribed to the 
country and climate. Among the convict ser- 
vants, the seeds of disease borne out with them, 
and the excessive use of alcohol when their situa- 
tion permits opportunity to procure it, and other 
vile habits, produce diseases, less fatal in Near 
Holland than in any other climate. 

The native forest trees of New Hollqiid ant 
nearly all evergreens, and are named from their 
peculiarities. Thus there are the iron wood and 
the stringy-bark. The acacia is a native, ex- 
uding its gum in great purity and perfection. 
Manna, a gentle medicine, may be gathered in 
the forests on any morning before the sun is 
hot. There are two or three varieties of nuts, 
one of which, the burwan, is highly esteemed by 
the natives, bat must be washed to insipi^ty to 
avoid its poisonous qualities. The native pear 
is hard and woody in its exterior, and will not 
pay for the trouble of breaking. A principal 
native root is the wild potato; yams, bananas, 
bread fmit, are exotics. Grapes can be culti- 
vated, with care, and some wine has been made 
by theoretical agriculturiists. A characteristic of 
the vegetation is brilliance of color witboat &&-> 
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glance. At times, indeed, tlie forests look singu- 
lar enoD^, many of the trees casting their bark, 
and rearing long black trunks, surmounted with 
tufts of green at the top. Grass is rank, long 
And sere on the plains, like American prairies. 

Of the, animals, one of the most wonderful in 
New Holland is the duck-bill or omithorynchus. 
There ate only two species of duck-billed quad- 
rupeds known, and the description of the New 
Holland variety is as follows. With a duck's 
bill, it has the web feet of that Aiwl joined to the 
legs of a quadruped. It is a water bird or beast, 
»nd has a broad tail, resembling the beaver's, for 
A rudder. Inside of each foot is a single hollow 
jcI&iv, through which a violent poison is infused 
into the wound it makes. When attacked, it 
Strike* its feet together, clinging to the assailing 
object like a crab. It has long, thick, coarse 
hair, and is supposed to be an oviparous aninud. 

The native dog, or rather the species found in 
the country by the settlers, is supposed to be an 
importation at some distant day, as neatly all 
the other quadrupeds on the island are of the 
class maisupialia, er nurse-pouched. This ani- 
nal moans, but never barks ; snaps a piece out of 
the animal it attacks, but never hangs on and 
worries. In a flock of sheep it will take one bite 
from each it can satch, and the wound is viru- 
lently poison. It emits a strong, offensive odor, 
will Arive the domesticated dog, has shaggy hair, 
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a bushy tail, lai^ head, and nose Upering. The 
native cat has a long body and tail, cat's daws, 
and instead of the domestic cat's lound face, a 
nose pointed like a pig's. Of kangaroos wai 
opossums there are many varieties. The wom- 
bat is an animal as large as a mastiS*, which 
burrows for its food, and is of the same species 
as the. kangaroo and ^wesum, having a nurse 
pouch. The coola is an animal between the sloth 
and the bear. Of hats there are several varieties, 
one of which is called the fiyiog fox, and is so 
large that one of C apt. Cook's sailors ran away 
from it in afiright, protesting thu the d«vil had 
appeared to him in the shape of a ^ing ten- 
gallon keg ! 

The birds are eagles, hawks, emns, dwiea, 
curlews, wild tarkeys,^Bnipes, quails, end an in- 
finity of others. The emu is said to he peculiar 
to New Holland, walks like the ostrich, and is 
nearly as large. A hbw of its leg is powerful 
enough to knock a roan down. Of pigeons there 
are two very beautiful varieties, the bronze wing- 
ed, and the green. The New HoQand si^ans are 
black; parrots and cockatoos of an infinity of 
varieties are found in the forests. As a general 
character of all countries where brilliance of [dn- 
mage is a feature of the feathered creation, there 
are few or no songsterb^ nature denying voice 
where she is lavish of beauty. The tmak duck 
is one of the treaks of nature peculiar to New 
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Holtuid. It cannot fly, lives usually in the water, 
has hard. etifT quills like the penguin, and walks 
on land like that bird. 

The guana is the largest species of lizard, 
nsnally from two to four feet long. It is said 
that this animal wiU kill sheep. Of snakes, the 
only one not poisonous is supposed to be the 
diamond snake, the most coamon length of whit^ 
is fonr, although one species has been found 
twelve feet in length. This snake the natives 
eat. Our lim^tB would not permit us to go into 
a description of the insects ; nor must this brief 
notice of the natural history of New HcJIand be 
supposed to contain all that is worthy of pieser- 
vation- Before the siibject is dismissed, how- 
ever, it appears proper to mention that nature 
appears here to hove invertod her usual order in 
respect to fish, as well as fowl andilesh. Perch 
are caught in the sea, and cod in the rivers. 

After remaining at Port Macquarrie about six 
weeks, I was shipped to Sydney as a runaway 
convict. Hy story bad the less weight, because 
instances are not unfrequent of convicts stum- 
bling upon penal or other settlements in their 
wanderings, and many could tell as good a story 
as mine, in every thing but the slight circum- 
stance of truth. It was the proper course so to 
dispose of me ; if a runaway, I should have re- 
ceived a trial at Sydney, and returned to Fort 
Maequanie with a legitimate right to the pecu- 
"\ 
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liar privileges of that seltlemeDt. Freemen un- 
connected with the goverament are neither anx- 
ious to remain at exclusively penal settlementa, 
nor ii their presence tolerated at such pla^ea, 
Happy to find a conveyance back, I embarked. 

With a brief sketch of Sydney, its appearance 
and character, and a few general notes upon the 
government of the Mlony, my notice of New 
Holland closes. Anchoited in the hay near the 
mouth of the Iresh water cove which divides the 
town, the appearance of the settietnent is a blend- 
ing of the picturesque and the useful. On the 
right or north side of the harbor ia Bennilong'a 
Point, on which stands Fort Macquarvie. To 
the south, or left hand, is Dawes' Point, on which 
stands Fort Dawea. Several islands in the bay, 
rocky and covered with shrubs, and the gentle- 
men's seats on either shore, form a pleasing view, 
in which the wild aspect of nature as she has 
been from the banning of time, ia relieved by 
the artificial adjuncts to the scenery of green 
blinds, verandas, white vralls, cultivated gardens 
and systematic parks, in which the skipping 
kangaroo destroys the resemblance yon were 
about to trace between this and the mother conn- 
try ; mother, alas ! of too many legitinuUe inhabi- 
tants of Australia. 

To the right of the cove runs George street, 
the principal Sydney thoroughfare, winding away 
from the montli of the cove till it ends on the 
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shore of the bay. The commissariat stores, go- 
Temment wharf, dock-yard, are the first objects 
Boted in the foreground. Then in George street 
come private warehouses. The principal build- 
ings above are St. James' Church, the Gothic 
Presbyterian Chapel, and the Military- Barracks, 
with parade ground ia front. On the left the 
prominent objects are the Horse Barracks, Gothic 
Catholic Chapel, Colonial Hospital, and Hyde 
Park. Across the head of the cove, at its rise, 
stretches the governor's house and grounds, call- 
ed " The GoTemment Domain." Much taste 
appears in the arrangement of this territory ; the 
trees are planted with as much attention to na- 
ture as art is capable of producing, and amid 
beautiful and useful exotics .many native trees, 
which date an earlier growth than the first arri- 
val of the English, stand sentinek deputed by the 
solitude which once reigned here, to watch the 
movements of innoTdtioD upon her former pre- 
cincts. The houses, built of light freestone or 
plastered hrick, rise on either side of the creek, 
presenting a panoramic appeaianoe, many with 
verandas and white fences inclosing gardens. 
The prospect from the bay gives rather a greater 
idea of compactness than ia realized upon land- , 
ing. The space covered hy the settlement is 
probably a mile in breadth, and a mile and a half 
in length. 
That port of Sydney called " The Rocks" da- 
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und ita name from the natnre of the spot upon 
which it is built, a ledge of limestone. It is the 
oldest and least respectable part of the settlement. 
It is directly behind the government dock-yard 
and Dth» buildingB, and the jail frowns in front, 
as if by a wonderfnl coincidence those mpat 
fit to be its tenants had clustered around it. In 
Sydney are four or fire respectable taTerns, and 
pothouses an infinjly. Of these latter '*Th« 
Rocks" has a share more appropriate to its 
moral character than ita limits; the cause and 
efiect of its bad order and reputation. la no 
part of the world which I have visited have I 
seen more of what may be best conveyed by that 
significant compound " lum-soaking." 

In George street, the grand thoronghfore, the 
visiter is amnsed with the motley group of divers 
nations, kindreds,, and tongues that he encoun- 
ters. New Holland is less exclusively the resi- 
dence of coDvictB than the reader may have 
imagined. Settlers and visitms from all portions 
of the globe — Spaniards, Frenchmen, Englishmen, 
Americans, Chinese, Malays, Kanakas oi Sonth 
Sea Islanders, the latter arriving in whale ships, 
add variety to a scene which, without them, 
would be varied enough. The convicts marked 
"P. B." subject to a control which, though 
strong, is not apparent to the observer; the s*- 
signed servants without this distinguishing mark; 
the " currency," " cornstalks," or Anglo- Anaba^ 
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' Huls, Upon whom the above two first generic 
teimB have been bestowed, one to diBtingnish 
them from the legitimate or tterling population, 
the other m allusion to their rapid growth, slen- 
der forms, and yellow countenances; soldiers; 
officers; free English emigrants; and last, the 
native blacks, walk their short legs and long 
bodies along the streets, armed with their waddie 
or club, and in all costumes from Adam's to the 
cast-ofi* teguments of His Britannic Majesty's ' 
soldiers : these, one would fancy, need no addi- 
tions to constitute a variety. The free popula- 
tion of New Holland is divided into three parties; 
the English free emigrants, siding with the go- 
vernment; the Anglo-Australian, leaning either 
way, as connection with the free and the third 
or freed party preponderates ; and the third or 
freed-men, made up of pardoned convicts, or those 
v^ose sentences have expired.- The latter is nu- 
merically the larger party, and rigidly enforce a 
distinction between themselves and those who 
have been convicted before colonial courts. In 
a previous chapter the number of newspapers 
has been stated at three. In that statement 
another younger establishment, the Australian, 
was overlooked. The other two are the Sydney 
Gazette, government, and the Monitor, opposi- 

la 1836 there were in Sydney, established, or 
in contemplation, two dteam, three water, and 
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four wind mills, for grindiog wheat and Indian 
com ; two distilleries ; leather aad some other 
maaufactories ; eight or ten auctioneers ; about 
twenty shipping agents ; several vessels engaged 
in the whaling and sealing business, and some 
one or two others. Freighting to and from 
Sydney was principally, if not entirely, done in 
English vessels. In George street are two banks, 
and stores of all descriptions, the " variety etores," 
as they are called in this country, outnumbering 
the rest. Parrots would seem at the first glance 
through the street to be the staple product of 
the colony, so many are exposed for sale in 
cages ; but the exports from the colony in the 
thirteen months preceding June 1826 have been 
stated at £300,000 ; the imports during the same 
period, at je200,000. 

The coal mines at Newcastle and other places 
are worked hy double convicts, as also are the 
freestone quarries. The coal is of two or three 
qualities, one as bituminous as the cannel coal, 
the others less so. The freestone is very soft 
when first quarried, but hardens upon exposure, 
and forms the principal building material. In 
the shape of grindstones it forms sometimes an 
article of export. 

The governor-general of New South Wales 
has two lieutenants, one of whom is acting go- 
vernor of Van Dieman's Land. The sittings of 
the eiecutive council are secret, hut as New Hoi- 
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land is calculated mainly for a criminat settie- 
ment, the chief justice has a veto power aver 
their edicts. Three judges constitute a bench at 
the seesimis for trial of high crimes ; misdemean- 
ors and infractions of the colonial regulations for 
convictB come within the jurisdiction of one 
magistrate, or a bench of two. - Freed couricts 
can now sit on juries, which were at first com< 
posed solely of the eraiy officers and free emi- 
grants. 

Archdeacon Scott was at the head of the 
Episcopal Church establishment in 1823. There 
were in Sydney two parish churches, in Para- 
matta one, and in Liverpool one. In all settle- 
ments where the population will warrant it, 
churches are built ; where the settlement is not 
large enough, wooden chapels, as at Batburst. 
Where there b neither church nor chapel, prayers 
are read in the bouse of the magistrate. Beside 
the Episcopal churches, and the Presbyterian 
and Catholic in Sydney, the Methodists had a 
chapel. The public schools are under the super- 
Tision of the clergy. In the education of youth 
efficient measures were in progress, both by go- 
vernment and priTate munificence, 

Sydney is divided into six police districts, but 
all the surveillance of the police is not sufficient 
to keep experienced rogues, enjoying partial 
Hherty as servants and in other ways, from prac- 
tising their vocation. A Botany Bay burglar 
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do«8 not stop to think of locks and doors, but 
picks you a dean hole through the brick or 
freestone wallf so silently that the sleeper is not 
disturbed. Through this aperture, as the Egyp< 
tian embahners extracted the bowels of their 
Bubjects, will these adroit thieves clean a room 
of i^ lighter moveables. Beside the transported 
population, there are growing generations of 
Aaglo-Australiana, but, to do them justice, they 
keep wonderfuUy clear of the infection of guilt, 
though there must be its quantum of crime to 
every people. The girls are in special interest- 
ing; early mature, early old, and borrowing from 
their new and antipodal birth-place a simplicity 
and aitlessness the reverse of the studied manners 
of older countries. 

To sustain the remark made a few pages back, 
that a much less proportion of the inhabitants of 
New Holland are convicts than is usually ima- 
gined, the following facta are taken from the offi- 
cial report published by the colonial government 
in 1835, about ten years from the time at which 
I left the colony. The whole population at the 
time of making the report was 70,000 ; of whom 
21,376 only were convicte. Of these, 20,207 were 
assigned seivanis, 982 were in the road-gangs, 
1191 in the chain-gangs, 646 in jail, and 1250 in 
penal settlements. The maintenance of each 
prisoner is estimated at ten pounds, except the 
assigned servants, who are of course supported 
by their masters. 

CoogL 
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Id or about the yeai 1836, I shipped in the 
barque John Bull, whaler, Capt.BarkuB. The 
coDunon incidents of a baling voyage, which 
I have already declined recounting in another 
place, it is unneceBsary to repeat here. After 
we had been from Sydney about four months, we 
put in at the Bay of Islands, New ^aland. 
Bishop Marsden, at that time on a visit to New 
Zealand, from his residence at Paramatta, pat on 
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board af ns a missionary who was appointed to 
Strong's Island, one of the Caroline Archipelago, 
with his wife and daughter. We were to cruise 
among the islands towards 'Japan, with the inten- 
tion to reach the shores of Japan at a particular 
season, when whales were supposed to frequent 
the Sea of Japan. At eight months out we had 
taken about eight hundred barrels of oil, and 
were endeavoring to make Strong's Island to 
leave our passengers. At nightfall we had made 
no land, but knew from observation and the ship's 
log that we were within a day's sail of our desti- 
nation. We were bowling along under easy sail, 
the wind on our quarter, when, at abont eight 
o'clock in the evening, the vessel struck on a 
concealed coral reef, which is not laid down on 
the charts. Capt. Barkuswas, as usual, drunk 
on the hen-coop when the vessel struck. In the 
presence of the master, the mates can assume 
with success no authority which it is his pecu- 
liar province to exercise; consequently, with a 
drunken, stupid sot for a master, every one fol- 
lowed the promptings of his own experience or 
inclination. The boats were lowered, but not- 
withstanding the necessary precipitation with 
which we prepared to leave the vesael, the boat 
in which I escaped was furnished with provisioDs 
and arms, and we were able, also, to take away 
some ammunition and little portable articles. In 
the boat with myself were five Beamen, and the 
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wife and daughter of the miBsionBiy. He wu in 
the boat with the caplaiti. In the four boats the 
whole crew escaped from the Teasel. For five or 
six hours we kept togeth^, but when the morn- 
ing dawned there was onljr one of the other boats 
discernible, and that but funtly, a long distance 
■Item, aa we created a ware ! Even in a latitude 
which mnet have been within fifteen degrees of 
the equator, a night pamed without sleep or food, 
ia an opwi boat, waited by the continual break- 
ing* of the sea over it, ehilled our whole frantes ; 
we were iaint, cold, weah, jaded and dispirited. 
Bnt the Bofierings of the ladies engrossed more 
of our eaie than our own situation. We had a 
sail in the boat, and kept her away before it, both 
because of the comparative comfort of Such a 
course, and our indifference as to what point 
we stood for. As I sat steering, I folded the 
shivering, sobbing daughter to my body with 
ray left ann, while two of my shipmates assisted 
in protecting her by placing tfaemselvee on each 
side. The mother was similarly cared for by the 
other eeameo. We tendered them parts of our 
clothing, but could not persuade or induce them 
to accept any thing of the kind. Oh, such a 
horrid ni^t! The women had much more to 
endnre tlian outkItcs, for, beside the natural 
weskneae of their (nunet, and the deUcacy which 
ia w<H&an> suffering in misfortune as her orna- 
ment in prosperity, they suffered acute pain from 
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the excoriation they had received in descending 
to the boat by the davit tackles; the salt water 
rendering poignant the eraaiting pain of their 
ivounds. But in all their affliction they bore 
holy testimony to the efficacy of th&t jehgion 
whose mesaengers they werej their fortitude . 
might have put fiven aome of their male -associ* 
ates in miEfortunB to the hhi^fa. If ever true 
practice as well as profession «f religion existed, 
it was exemplified in this family. On shipboard, 
before our misfortune, the diecreet and feeling 
manner in which they strove to impress i^on 
rude sailors the truths of religion, had con\inoed 
all of their siTuxrUy, at least. In the boat we, 
had more aflecting proof. They prayed fre- 
quently and fervently, and there were none to 
scofi*. 

Broiling heat succeeded the chills of night; 
the wind abated, flattened, at noon we were be- 
calmed; dying with heat and fatigue npon a sea . 
whose dead swell was so tranquil that its glassy, 
slimy smoothneBS was not ruffled. Toward night 
we had a breeze again, through the night the 
wet chills, and the same heat and calm upon the 
next day. After two days and three nights' ex> 
poBure, the daughter died about ten o'clock on 
the third day. For some hours before she had 
been apparently unconscious of her situation; 
she had talked in her wanderings of her father, 
of her home, and of Ifae island to which she was 
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destined on an errand of mercy; the happy end of 
her pilgrimage was attained without the toil to 
which she had in her youth devoted herself to 
reach it. The mother was by sufiwing so far 
.bereft of sensibility, that the death of her child 
hardly moved her. She scarcely appeared ts 
understand us when we informed her of it ; or, if 
she did, the announcement was received with a 
s(»t of delirious joy. With as much attention 
to the forms of civilized society as our situation 
would permit, we committed the body to the 
ocean. We at first intended to wrap the corpse 
in onr sail ; but the prudence of a portion of the 
crew, who objected to exposing the living to save 
a form for the dead, prevailed. The mother, in 
her weak state, hardly uttered a comment, and 
in a few hours followed her daughter. Her body 
was also consigned to the deep. 

Upon the next morning after these melancholy 
duties to the two martyrs to the holy religion they 
professed, we made the land. We had been in 
the boat three days and four nights, but, rejoiced 
as we were to make the land, no immediate pros- 
pect of profiting by it appeared, for it was circled 
with a coral reef, in which it was past noon be- 
fore we discovered an evening. Efiecting a pas- 
sage we entered a emootb basin of water, and 
■aw hundreds of canoes launching and putting 
off to us. They would approach within a short 
distance, then suddenly retreat, and at length 
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commeaced showering atones, arrows, and other 
missiles upon us. We threw ourselves ip the 
bottom of the boat; and when they had satisfied 
themselves that we could or would offer no resis- 
tance, they were emboldened to make a rash 
upon the boat, which they towed to the beach. 
After we were landed they stripped ua of our 
clothing, and took every thing out of the boat, 
whale irons, tubs, muskets, etc. The boat was 
then hauled upon the beach, and our company, . 
six in number, were led to the eanoe-house. In 
the hope that this publication may be the meana 
of conveying intelligence to their friends, I shall 
here insert the names of my comrades, and their 
birthplaces, so far as I remember them. George 
jCeenan, an Irishman, belonging to Dublin ; Joha 
Johnson, an Englishman; Edward Bradford, of 
Bristol ; John Thompson, of Liverpool ; and John 
Williams, of London. Of the native places of 
the two last-named persons I am not positive. 
We were seated in the centre of the canoe^ 
_ house, upon mats ■, and yams, bread fruit, plan- 
tains, bananas, fish, bits of cold game of some 
sort, the class of which we eould not at first de- 
cide, were brought to us. The building; was filled 
in every chink by natiyes!, seated, the men with 
crossed legs, like Turks, and the women on their 
heels. A constant buzz of conversation ran 
through the assembly, each talking to his next 
neighbor and gesticulating vehemently. The 
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inteijectioo or sound indicative of pleasure or 
Bnrprise among these Indians is a pluck, and of 
this sound there was abundance, but we were at 
that time at a loss how to iaterpret it. ■ Parties 
of two or three would come down to where we 
sat, walking with their bodies beni almost double. 
They took hold of our persons very familiarly, 
women and men, and gave frequent clucks of 
admiration at the blue reins which were mariced . 
through our skins, on parts of the body which 
had not been usually exposed to be bronzed by 
the sun, My comrades f«ared the Indians were 
cannibals, and that this, examination was to dis- 
cover whether we were in good roasting case : a 
horrible supposition, which was strengthened by 
the building of two or three wood fires, covered 
with small stones. Theii fear was so excessive 
that they gave themselves np as lost ; but as I 
had been somewhat acquainted with ihe manners 
of the inhabitants of other islands, I reasoned, 
from the apparent good hnmor of these people, 
that they intended us no harm. 

In a sort of desperate feeling of recklessness, 
I determined to try the experiment of dancing 
upon OUT savage audience. I proposed it to my 
cotnrades, and they endeavored to reason me out 
of what they esteemed criminal, thoughtless con- 
duct in the view of a horrid death. The pros- 
pect was none of the most agreeable, certainly ; 
but I was determined on my experiment despite 
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their remonBtraaoes. I BCGOidingly Bpmng to 
my feet aod took an attitude ; a cluck of pleaame 
rait thnugh the taYages, and one of them, readily 
nnderstauding my intention, spread a mat tor 
me. I Btnck into Oarry Owen, and figoied away 
in that &moiu jij; to the best of my ability and 
^lity ; and my new acquaintances wera amazing- 
ly delighted thereat. There was no lond accla- 
mation, but anxious peering and peeping over 
each other's shoulders, the uoiTersal elnck sound- 
ing all over the house. Before my dance wis 
finished the cause for which the fires were built 
became apparent, to the no small ralief of my 
comrades. It was ascertained that the roasting 
preparations were made, not for us, but for some 
qnaidrupeds, which we afterwards found wne 
d<^;s. Other preparations, such as the pounding 
of ^agow, (cava in the Sandwich Island language,) 
roasting of game, etc. were making for a feast. 
In three or four hours all was ready. AAer my 
dance was concluded we were separated from 
each other, each of lu making the nucleus <rf a 
group of natives, who could not sufficiently ad- 
mire and examine him. Food was sent us, and 
jagow. Of the latter I could not drink ; it was 
unpleasant in taste, and a very strong narcotie 
in efiect. 

We were now alt completely reassured; dM 
conduct of the natives to us was all that nncut 
tivated kindness and hospitality could prompt 
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At night we' slept in the canoe-hcniBe, haWng 
each ha)f a dozen bed, or perhapa I shoald aay 
mat fellows. Upon the first day we were each 
SDpplied with the mat which is a part of ih*- 
native costume. For three or four days it was 
with ns ftcontinual feast, islanders crowding from 
all direetions to see the white straQgers. Some 
people claiming^ to be ciTilixed might take a ks- 
Bon from the humanity of these people to ship- 
wrecked mariners. 

Upon the fourth day after our landing there 
was an arrival of a fleet of canoes, the head and 
other chieb. We were again inspected by the 
new comers, and it was my fortune to be selected, 
with my shipmate George Keenan, by the princi- 
pal chief. The other four of my comrades were 
also appropriated; and onr property and the 
articles we brought on shore in the boat were 
also divided. I was astonished at the perfect 
peace in which, among savages, all these arrange- 
ments took place. On the morrow, my new 
friend, or master, or owner,^I do not know ex- 
actly how he considered himself, — left the island 
upon which we landed, taking with him Keenan 
and myself., Elf^t or nine hours carried us to 
his island, where new feasting and Honigmg 
awaited us. 

A grand feast celebrated the return of the chief 
to his house, at which I repeated the Irish jig 
which had taken so well upon my first landing. 
10 r- 1. 
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I hare no doubt that ia my heela waa found the 
attiaction vhich ted the chief to select me from 
among my comrades. Upon the next day after 
hia return he teatored to George and me our 
" ditty bags," the only property I bad preserved 
from the wreck. In that bag were two odd 
volumes of Jane Porter's Scottish Chieb, and a 
little shaving- glass. These articles were great 
objects of curiosity, and I may as well relate 
their history and ultimate fate here as elsewhere. 
God bless MisB Jane Porter ! I have bo good 
an opinion of the lady that 1 doubt not it will 
add to the pleaaure which the composition of her 
Scottish Chiefs aflbided her, to know that two 
odd volumes of the worlt were pleasant compa- 
nions in our exile on the Carolines. Intimately 
acquainted, as we soon necesHBrily became, with 
the Scottish Chiefs, I must do the armor-cased 
waniors the justice to say, that far from tiring, 
they improved upon acquaintance, and being the 
only persona to whom we had access who assert- 
ed any claim to civilization, we spent hours in 
their company. I had nearly the whole by 
heart ; every wOrd and every period waa recog- 
nised upon each reading as an old acquaintance; 
every leaf was as familiar as the milestones to a 
coachnpan- -The natives noticed our devotion to 
the books and shared in it ; they supposed print- 
ing was the English method of tattooing, and 
Miss JaUe Porter was in as much demand among 
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Ihem u she ever could bav« be«D among thd 
patrons of a village circulating library. I was 
careful not to permit the volumes to go out of 
my sight, but allowed the natives to examine 
and admire it in my presence. A little Cupid 
with a scroll upon which was inscribed " Finis" 
WAS one particular object of the women's admira- 
lioo ; " jeree but a but maco ja-le-te !" a nice little 
white child. In one of the Tolumea was a fron- 
tispiece — a portrait of some female body or other, 
which likewise came in for its share of attention. 
At length, upon an unlucky day, after the books 
bad been with me nearly two years, I was care- 
less enough to leave them exposed while I went 
upon some excursion. When I returned, the 
leaves were torn, out and sewed into blankets, 
under which half a dozen women were strutting 
in all the pride of peacocks. In addition to the 
beauty which the article thus manufactured pos- 
sessed as a " lagow," (blanket,) it had another 
charm in the tattooing. The wearers imagined 
themselves connected with the English chiefs 
while thus wearing the white man's tattoo. Re- 
grets were useless ; so I made nnne, but amused 
myself with the<compIacent carriage of m]» yel- 
low cAere amies under their new Ingows. Their 
gratification was, however, soon turned to vexa- 
tion, and then my turn to be plensed came. 
Situated bo near the equator, rains are frequent 
and violent upon the Carolines. The Jane Porter 
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bedecked bell«s were flurpriaed in b shower, and 
their new garments 'washed off their backs. They 
were very much chagrined at this, and protested 
that the white man's tattoo was good for nothing, 
it would not stand. That the islanders' tattoo 
will stand, my body is witness. 

The shaviag-^tasa did not survive so long. 
While it lasted i kept it sacred to the eyes of 
die island aristocracy, never permitting plebeian 
gazers access to it. To have permitted all who 
wished to look into it would have converted me 
into a mere cihiUlor of facial panoramaa, I 
carried it with me on. all my rounds of visits to 
the chiefs, and the exelamatiorfs of those who 
were favored with a peep at the magic glass were 
amasing enough. As many as could look in at 
once would peep over each other's shoulders, 
' ti.-^iing their features into the most grotesque 
:v;r lasions, and ducking with delight. They 
i'lVigined tlie reflection of their visages was 
I'iiueed by animan (spirits) behind the glass; 
consequently some awe was mingled with their 
delight. It is, however, a curious fact for the 
student of mental philosophy, that their respect 
for lIuMe genii did not prevent their destroying 
the frame of the glass one day in my absence, 
and scraping off the quicksilver, to detect the 
animan in their hidisg-place, and meet them nil 
U once I 
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Xi. O'Connell and Zeenan put on board a eanoe. — Beach 

■n uninhabited hnt UnsatiEfactorr guesaes. — ArriTsl 

of persons indicating no equivocal piupose. — First im- 
pressions of laltooing tools, — ftocess. — Eeeiuui's oulcry . 
— UngianimaticBl swearing. — Application of ail and 

charcoal. — Oiimer More tauooing by way of dessert. 

—Borrowed comments npon mats and rose blankets. — 
Giatifiring reflections npon their preriotis durability.'- 
Betim of operators on the morning following. — Entrea- 
ties, onBTailiiig on the part of Hr. O'CMUiell, but ntcq 
■a<!C«Mfal in George's case. — Extraction of hair. — 
Month in healing. — Flute and violin. — A digression 
upon poets tmd poetry. — Beiurnlo head-quarters. — Far- 
ther impressions. — Uusic and dancing. — Feasting.-:- 
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father-in-law. — Hi» wife, and her charms, — Her join- 
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jokes. — Ezctusions. — Music and dandng, 

Wb had been about three days at out new mi- 
denoe, when aotne of the natives began lowing 
lu their tattooed arms and legs, and making 
signs, not entirely intelligible to us at firsl, 
though their meaning became afterward too pain- 
fully marked: On the fourth or fifth day, George 
Keenan and myself were put on board of a canoe 
with six natives. They^ paddled a short distance 
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along the shore of the island, and then turned 
into a creek, wide at the month, but soon nar- 
rowing till there was not room for two canoes 
abreast. It was completely arched over with 
dependmt branches of trees ; and altogether the 
scene was romantic, and would have bem pleas* 
bag, if we had not been so utterly in the dark 
•a to the pnrpoH of the journey. At length we 
reached a hut on die banks of the creek, hnded, 
and entered it, directed by our condncton, irtra 
remained outside. No person was there to re- 
ceive us, and for half an hour George and I busied 
ourselves in guesses and speculation as to the 
and tfi which all this was tending. There was 
luithing in the building to give us a clue to tbe 
puipose for which it was erected ; it was evident- 
ly not a dwellinghouse, and was too defenceless 
and fragile for a prison. At length out saspenae 
was relieved — ended, I should say — by the arri- 
val of five or six women, bearing implententa, the 
purpose of which we wne soon taught. Ge<wge 
was made to sit in one comer of the room, and I 
was seated in another, half the women with ma, 
and the residue with, my comrade. One of my 
w<Hnen produced a calabash of black liquid; 
another totdc my left hand, squeezing it in hers 
so as to draw the flesh tight across tbe back. 
Then a little sliver of bamboo was dipped in the 
liquid and eppUed to my hand, upon which it left 
a strwgbt Uack mark. The thinl beauty the^ 
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piodaoed a Binall flat piece of wood with thorna 
pierced througti one end. This she dipped ia 
the black liquid, then rested the points of the 
thorns npon the mark on my hand, and with a 
sadden blow from a stick drove the thorns into 
nay flcsb. One needs must when the devil 
drives ; so 1 summoned all my fortitude, set my 
teeth, and bore it like a maityr. Between every, 
blow my beanly dipped her thorns in the ink. 

I was too much engaged in my own agreeable 
employment to watch my comrade, but George 
soon let me hear from him. He swore and raved 
without any attention to rule ; the way he did it 
was profane, but, not syntactical or rhetorical. 
He wished all sorts of bloody murder and plagues 
to light upon bis tormentors, prayed that the 
islands might be earthquake sunken, hoped forty 
boats' crews from a squadron of armed ships 
would laud and catch, the blasted savages toN 
menting the king's subjects. All this availed 
nothing but to amuse the women ; and even I 
could not forbear a smile at his exclamations. 
The operators suspended their work to mimic 
him ; mocked his ^asmodic twitches of the arm, 
and horrid gestures. He was a standing butt for 
it long afterwards, and when the natives wished 
to revile him, they would act the tattooing scene, 
ending with the exclamation, " Narlic-a-Nutt 
mucha pntk," — Narlic-a-Nutt (bis name) is a 
coward ; " Jim Aroche ma coo mot," — Jim Chief 
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After my executioner had battered my hand 
awhile, she wiped it with a sponge. I hoped she 
had finiahed; bat no! She held my hand up, 
squinted at the lines, as a carpenter would tme 
a board. Then she commenced again, jagging 
the thorns into places where she thought the 
mark was imperfect. The correction of the work 
was infinitely worse than the first infliction. In 
about an hour and a half the hand was finished, 
and the women left us, talcing away their tools. 
Before they left us, however, they smeared the 
tattooed part with cocoa-nut oil, and then patted 
paiverized coal upon it. This was repeated 
often, till there was a thick crust of coal and oil, 
completely concealing the flesh. The heaUng 
properties of charcoal are familiar to chemists. 
The reader has noted, perhaps, that it will del&y 
the putrefaction of butcher's meat ; and, indeed, 
some over economical housewifes know how to 
restore tainted meat by an application of it. The 
women gone, something was sent us to eat, and 
we flattered ourselves that our pnnishment for the 
day was over. However, the afternoon broog^t 
a fresh bevy of these tender ladies, who continaed 
operations upon the left arm. At night we were 
pointed to some mats and informed that we must 
sleep there. As Logic says in the play, onra 
were any thing but rose blankets ; and we bad 
the farther gratification of reflecting that .they 
were fixtures of this tattooing hospital, and had 
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fiobably eneaaed th« limbs of «t letut two gene- 
Mions of Indiani. I refased at first to accept 
dte embraces of taek clothiog ; but, not yet quite 
i»ed to going nearly naked, I was fain to seek 
■ome protecti«i among the mats from the bam- 
boo floor. 

On the next morning the gont-pufled hand of 
the canon of Gil Bias Would not have been a cir- 
comstance in size to mine ; though the color of 
my flesh, maturated, and grimed with chaicoal, 
hardly looked ao aristocratic as a delicately 
swelled gouty Umb. Another sqaad of these 
(Bvage printera followed our breakfast. GeorgQ 
waa oatrageoQs in his protestations, and howled 
and gwtiealated earnestly against a repetition; 
and I did not spare entreaty. The prayer of his 
petition was granted, but my reluctance availed 
nothing. For a reason of which I then knew 
nothing, they made gestures that I must stand it 
— there was no escape. George was let ofl", but 
not without unequivocal eipressions of disgust 
at his cowardice and efieminacy. He was indeed 
ineapahle of enduring it ; his blood was bad ; bat 
physical disability, among all savages, is qnite as 
much a disgrace as a misfortune. 

After finishing the left, operationa were com- 
menced upon my right arm. George, a block- 
head! not only jeered at me for enduring it, 
instead <^ begging out of it like himself, but 
) hold my flesh for the women. It' is 
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annecessary to go into details ; eight days were 
occupied in the process upon different parts of 
my body. My legs, back,' and abdamen, were 
marked alsOrand to enable them to operate I was 
compelled to lay extended upon a mat. The 
hair upon my body was twitched oat with sea- 
shell^-^a process which was performed as expe* 
ditiously upon my [ieraon as the same ground 
can be cleared of pin-feathers on geese by s dex* 
terous cook. I often thought 1 should die of 
these apparently petty, bat really acutely painful 
inflictions. Oeorge wag compelled to remain with 
me, not only during the eight days the tattooing 
was going on, but for the month afterward that 
I was obliged to remain at this hut for my flesh 
to heal. During this time the application of 
the oil and charcoal was continually repeated, 
till 1 leserabled. in skin, if not in shape, the 
rhinoceros. 

A long, dreary month that! We were not 
absolutely conflned to the hut, but peregrinations, 
to a man in my BOre situation, would have been 
sorry amusement ; nof were we allowed to stroU 
far. To relieve time of some of its weariness, 
George made a rude fife of a piece of cane, and 
with his knife he manufactured a very tolerable 
fiddle from light wood, stringing with the fibres 
of the plantain tree and whale sinews fronn his 
"ditty bag." Had wc been poefs, we might, 
taking the dreams of those gentry for truth, have 
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natlj enjoyed this roiel retreat, romantic u it 
wu, with a beautiful rill running hy oar door, 
mountainous and variegated sceoery about ub, 
and, in addition to our music, flacks of parrots 
tquawking. But we soon tired of the scene, and 
of the faces of our keepers ; we saw nothing of 
the women after the tattooing was finished. 
Every thing became dull and monotonous — the 
same dull routine of sunning and shade by day, 
the same notes from the same birds, and the same 
nightly howling of dogs at a distance. Never 
did men in quarantine BJg^ more earnestly for 
deliverance. At length it came. 

We were heartily rejoiced when the canoe was 
manned to carry us back to the war canoe house. 
I came from the tattoo hospital a bird of much 
more diversified plumage than when I entered, 
being tattooed on my left hand, on both arms, 
1^8, thighs, back, and abdomen. George had 
escaped with a few stripes on the left arm, and 
those unfinished. Upon our return a feast await- 
ed us, and, to give it eclat and variety, George 
astonished the natives with tunes upon hia md« 
instrumental to which I danced. 

I had supposed that my tattooing was orer, 
but I had not been ashore three hours, before, by 
the chiefs direction, one of his daughters pre- 
pared to mark me still more. She tattooed a 
ring upon my right breast, another upon my left 
rftoulder, and two about my right aim. This 
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WBa but the prick of a needle to the exlenaiva 
printing buBiness which had been prose«ute4 
dpon my body at the tattoo-houee, and I made 
no complaint. The feasting continued during 
the day ; many dogs barked their lost ; jagow in 
abundance was mauled to express its juice ; and 
ray comrade for his £fe, and myself for my heel*, 
were in excellent odor with the nativea. 

The HiDging and dancing was protracted into 
the night of the first day. Upon the second, aflei 
bathing, their daily morning custom, the natives 
recommenced the rejoicing ; feasting, jagow, and 
frolic were the order of the day. Canoea with 
chiefs and petty chiefs were continiully arriving 
from the other ialands, and George and I were 
paraded and examined at each fresh arrival. As 
when we firat landed, the blue veins, showing 
through our comparatively white skin, were par- 
ticular objects of admiration. I enjoyed this 
parading much better than my comradei fell into 
the spirit of it, and danced like mad upon every 
visit from strangers, George supplying the mosici 
and the spectators clucking, or breaking out into 
an unsuppressed laugh of delight. George's 
music saved him much contumely, which he 
would otherwise have received for his cowardice 
in the tattoo-house. 

So wore the second day. It was not aiUil 
night that I began to suspect to what it all tend- 
ed. At night I learned that the young lady who 
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Imprintect the last-mentioDed maiks upoa my torn 
and 'breast wu my wife ! that last tattooing be* 
mg part of the ceremony of marriage. Ilpan the 
third morning my bride led me away to the bath, 
and the day wai Bpent in feasting and dancing, 
IB upon the two days preceding; only that the 
third, being the climax, was more of a day oC 
rejoicing than the two preceding. There was, 
however, na quanelling or disturbance, no uproar 
or diaordet. The liquor expreased from jagow 
(cava) ie a tremeadouHly powerful narcotic, and 
(h-inhing it in lai^ quantities producea deep and 
stupid sleep. 

George also wag provided with a wife ; but bis 
imwillingnesa to submit to the procees of tattoo- 
ing wedded him to a woman of Bo rank. She, 
however, proved a good woman to him. 

Hy &dier-in-law was Ahonndel-a-Nutt, chief 
of the island of Nutt, and the most powerful chief 
•a tho group of ialanda indosed fay the reef, set 
down on tiie charts as one island, Ascension, hot ' 
Mikd fay the natives Bonabee. He did not have 
the grace to give me a separate establishment 
kewever, for, during the whole time I Kmained 
■pon the island, I tesided nnder the same roof 
widi him. He gave me hia own name, Ahonndel, 
fant I was oftener called Jem-aroche. C>«oig« 
Keenan's island name was Noilic. 

I never had more reason to complain of my 
«lf« titan the majority of people in civilised 
11 
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countries have. I can say more than the don in 
"The Wonder;" had my wife died, I should not 
only have been far from rejoicing at it, but should 
have regretted it exceediogly. She was only 
about fourteen years of age, aflectionate, neat, 
faithful, aud, barring too frequent indulgence io 
the fleefa of baked dogs, whicb would givq her 
breath something of a canine odor, she was a 
Tery agreeable consort. Durpig my residence 
npon the island she presented me with two pretty 
little demi-Bavagea, a little girl, and a boy, who 
stands a chance, in his turn, to succeed his grand- 
father in the government of the island. 

Although my father-in-law never permitted me 
a house distinct from bis, but kept me as one of 
his own household, with a host of other connec> 
tione — a knight of his majesty's bedchamber — for 
there was no division wall in the hut, and I slept 
on a mat next him; my wife's dower in canoei, 
\igurta, (slaves,) and other Caroline personal 
property, with the improvement of real, was hi 
from inconsiderable. She assumed a task new 
to her, and one of course which she could have 
had no idea of before-^that of an instructress in 
the language. I was a tolerably apt scholar, but 
my teacher bad a very critical ear, and the least 
<leviation from the island pronunciation created 
vast merriment both for her and others present 
It was n long time before I was sufficiently «»• 
quainted with the language to know what pro- 
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perty I held in my wife's rig;iit ; and when I bsd 
learned I cared little to be exactly acquainted. 
Covetonaness is almost unknown among die 
Carolines. 

My wife accompanied me in my walks and in 
my canoe eieursioDs ; always at my Ride, and 
looking up to me bb affectionately as ever a novel- 
lebaoled miss couid, and with twice the sincerity. 
Her father, who was a practical joker, contrived, 
in the excnrsions in which he accompanied ns 
during the lengthened honeymoon, to pop upon 
places where he knew that, although my name 
and fame had preceded me, the residents had 
never seen me. He would direct me to enter a 
house suddenly, with a howl, and strike an atti- 
tnde. It would invariably send all the occupants, 
nanally women, flying out at every place of 
egreae. The sight of Ahoundel on the outside, 
enjoying a hearty laugh, would remove fear, and 
this rude method of introduction supplied both 
parties, the visiters and the visited, with rare 

, amusement. Imagine the effect which would be 
produced on a party of American or European 
ladies by the sudden apparition of an Albino 
under such circumstances, and you will have 
some idea of the fright of the islanders. 

I' To excursions without him Ahoundel wasvery 
averse. He would, in answer to my inquiries 
■bout the other islands, tell me they were inha* 
Uted by eonnibals, and assure me, that if I ven- 
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tared sway fron him I ehonld certainljr be eaten. 
Q«orge aad I, if we took excurnons, did so in a 
canoe borrowed of fishermen, because we cooM 
not launcbouT own unperceived. Afraid of being 
eaten, onr trips were at fint confined altogetker 
to Nutt, the island upon which we resided ; cir- 
cumnavigating it, and paddling up the creeks. 
When we were near a settlement, George wouU 
take his fife and make its shrill notes echo in the 
still valleys and mouatains. "NuUc! Navlic! 
Narlic ! Narlic !" we should soon hear the natives 
rilonting, as they came running down to the creek 
side, "Narlic, cudjong! cudjong!" Cudjong was 
the name which the natives had bestowed uptn 
George's fife. The shore would soon be lined 
with breathless listeners, and white I kept the 
canoe just in motion enough to avoid the banks, 
George would play some of his sweetest tunea. 
We were always invited to land,*and usually did 
so. As soon Bs I left the boat came my tun ; I 
was besieged to dance, and as I always refssed 
to land except when intending to astonish the 
natives with a reel which might have passed for 
clever, even 

— " M ihe hir of aatt Clogbeni," 
I usually complied with their request. 



J f, Google 



CHAPTER IX. 

Castes. — Moonjobs.— Jerejohs.— Nigarts. — Beapect to 
diiefs. — SDi:cessiOD to autbority .^Number of islands. — 
Nftmea of chiels. — Condition of Jerejoha. — orNJgurts, — 
Honses — description and mode of building, — Gaady ex- 
terior. — "House warming." — Canoe-houses — Estates. — 
Belalions between landholders and their dependents, — 
Poster of petty chiefs. — Kevenne of head chiefs. — Tools. 
— Twine and cordage. — Mats and sashes. — Weaving. 

Theke are on the CaioKne group the same two 
diEtinct races of people that are conunon to 
almost all the ialartds of Oceanica, — the olive 
race, judged by geographers to he descendants 
of Malays who emigrated at a date which it is im- 
poseible to fix, and theocean negroes, probably the 
original inhabitaats. 'The whiter race upon the 
islands of Booabee are divided into two classes, — 
the MooNJoBs, compOEed of chiefs and their blood 
connections, and ^e Jebejdhs, or free whites. 
The negroes form «ne caste, and are known nn- 
der the name NiauETS. A simUanty bet^^een 
this word and the Philippine Nigritos is obvious. 
Jeiejohs and Moonjoba intemiarry with eaA 
other,' but seldom or never with the Nigurts. 
Whea IntennarriageB take place between the 
11* 
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Jerejohs and Moonjobs, the issue takes the rank 
of the mother. The children of chiefs by Jerejoh 
mothers may become petty chiefs, but can ncTer 
reach the rank of supreme chiefs. The respect 
paid to chiefs is extreme, no person of less rank 
approaching them in an erect postnre.J In a 
house, where a chief is present, all pcxBons keep 
in a sitting position, or, if they walk about, it is 
done with the body inclined forward ahnoat at 
right angles with the legs. Should a person uii> 
apprized of the presence of the chief enter the 
house, the exclamation " Agai ! mooudie ! Aroche 
natuaamel" — "Ah! sit down, chief (is in) ths 
house !" rises from many voices at once. 

The Moonjofae are the distant and immediate 
connections, or family of the chief, and are ua 
number to the whole population as one to tweiir> 
ty.f The term moonjob is also appUed to the 
sluea ; and the chiefe claim some affinity or con- 
nection with the sun and moon. fThe snceession 
to the supr«ne authority is T«ry orderly, and no 
confusion ever takes place. It does vot dcseend 
direct^ from father to son, but when the head 
diief dies the next chief in rank — probably his 
brother — stakes his place.t The new incnmbent'i 
vacated place is filled by the next below him in 
rank, and his again. by the next; thus oauain^B 
{Omnotion from grade to grade throuj^ the whole, 
leaving a vacant place at the foot of the leak, 
into which the deceased chiefs eldest son steps. 
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if faiB mother is a Moonjob; if not, tbs eldest ton 
by a Moonjob mothet ; and if the ebief leaves no 
Moonjob sons, the vacancy is fiUed from the 
family of the new incumbent. It often happens 
that deaths of chiefs between the highest and 
lowest grades create vacancies, which are filled 
by the head chiefs sons before the death of their 
father; and sometimes the head chiefs family ia 
not sufficient to fill vacancies ; in which caae the 
next chiefs family h drawn upon. ,^ach chief 
liaa an estate, the size and fertility of which de- 
termines his rank. The group inside the reef 
coBsists of about twenty inhabited islands, vary- 
jng in size from twenty miles to half a mile in 
circuit. ..The largest island is called Natt, and 
the head of this primitive oligarchy always hu 
to his name the addition Nutt, connected by a 
a<»t of particle, thus, Ahoundel-a-Nutt. N'othing 
lelse is neeessary to designate his rank, though 
the general term Aroche lap-a-lap — very great 
«hief, ijn sonwtimes applied to ixim-t The follow- 
ing U a li^ of some of the principal islands, Bod 
the names ot thfiir chiefs in 1833 ; the word attxr 
the particle being the name of the island. The 
native name for the whole group' is Bonabee. 

Ahoundel-a-N utt, 
Wajai-a-Matalalome, 
Namatha-a-Chaba, 
Bowi-a-Eitti. 
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N<t-anaho-&' Pslaga, 

Waj Eu-B-Chocoich, 

Ahouadel-a-Param, 

Nanamoraki-a-Hotr, 

Lee unjoni-a-Jounaboo, 

TuGcaree>a-Hand, 

Aj oDgajangkee-a-Corrapin. 

The head chief sometimea takes the title Bona- 
bee, but more usually that of Nutt. ^n each of 
the islands are petty chiefs, taking their titles 
from the districts which they own. We find it 
difficult to determine where the title cAie/^ ceases, 
as every landholder takes the title of bis proper* 
ty; and all under Moonjobs and very prominent 
Jerejohs are known by the general title " Aroche 
ticatic," — very small chiefs. - Perhaps aroche 
might as well be translated freeman as chief; 
but then there would be no word in the language 
signifying chief. 

The Jerejohs, the next class, are all landhold- 
ers, but never rise above the rank of petty chiefs. 
They are less noble and independent In their car- 
riage, a bearing evidently the eflect of habitual 
submission. 

The NiGUETS are, in efiect, slaves. They are 
of the race of Oceanic negroes, not jet black, but 
mnch darkeithan the higher classes. The hair is 
not short and curly, bnt long and straight. The 
skin is rough, and very nnpleasant to the touch. 
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Th«7 perfoTm not only the kboi of fiahuig, but 
Mwrly all the labor done on the islaada. They 
own no land, and are attached to the eetatet of 
the Moonjobs and Jerejohs, who asflert a vagae 
claim of pioperty ovwt them. They are the 
exeeationers — the butchers — of the only species !" 
of cattle killed, — dogs, — and the cooks. ,—-■■*- 

The houses upon the Bonabee" group are simple 
in Gonstructioii, but by no means rude, ahswering 
erery purpose of sheher and convenience. The 
nection of a house is not considered a serrile 
task; it is an honorable employment, in which 
the future occupant is assisted by his friends and 
their dependents. The first step is to build e 
tegular and neat stone wall for a foundation, 
averaging four feet in height, but regulated to 
the inequalities of the ground, so as to present a 
lerel at iu top. The inside is then filled with 
smaller stones, and squared timbers of about a 
foot in thickness are placed upon the foundation 
wall. Into these timbers are inserted squared 
uprights, about fire feet apart, and upon these 
are placed the horizontal timbers upon which 
the eaves rest. In a word, a very creditable 
frame is erected. The sides of the dwelling- 
hauBOB, between the roof and the foundation, are 
>' generally only four or five feet in height, but the 
roof has a very steep pitch, and is supported at 
ita eentre by tall posts, and thatched with cocoa- 
nut leaves, overhanging the walls about a foot at 
the eaves. 

^-'^yl^' 
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The upright posts of .the walls are netted with 
twine, and the space between the poets is filled 
up with small cane or bamboo, fastened together 
with twine, which ia used in such abundance as 
to conceal the wood. The twine is of variegated 
colors, red, black, blue, and is so woven as to 
form figures upon the outside wall ; which, with 
the assistance of tassels and other decorations, 
make the house present a very gaudy appearance. 
The floor is laid of bamboo upon the stone plat- 
form, and is also covered with twine. In the 
centre of the floor a hole four or five feet square 
is left for the fire, the smoVe from which finds its 
way out through crevices in the roof and in the 
wall. The entrances are abont three feet in 
height, serving alike the purpose of dooTB and 
windows/^ 

The dwellinghonses vary in size and in shape, 
according to the taste and rank of the propri etorj '' 
The sites usually selected are those sheltered by 
trees, and near streamlets. The erection of a 
house is an occasion of feasting — a sort of pic-nic 
party, to which riiose who assist in building bring 
not only articles for the feast, but materials for 
building. ' The time occupied in building is 
usually about ten days. / Newly married couples 
seldom build, but remain with the parehts of one 
of the parties, or are quartered upon some chief; 
"honse-keeping" forming no essential part of a 
bride's privilege. 

OoogL 
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A&et the house is completed the priests hold 
a BOTt of ceremony of consecratioa in it, which 
occupies about three or four hours. The &ie,nds 
of the intended occupants, the chiefs of his dis- 
trict, and other chiefs if they be present, aje seat- 
ed in the house, according to their rank, but no 
women ake allowed to enter. Jagow, dog meat, 
yam, bread-fruit, etc., are served to the guests, 
while the priests keep up a sort of song, incanta- 
tion, or invocation. One sings a sort of recitative 
song, same and monotonous, and when he has 
howled himself out of breath the tune is taken 
np and continued by another. 

Dwellinghouses Jseldom e^cceed forty feet by 
twentyj and Nigurts are sometimes contented 
with ten by six, and less. But the war canoe 
houses, which serve also the purpose of council 
rooms and halls for feasting and other cerentonies, 
are often a hundred feet in length, and forty to 
fifty wide^ They are built like dwellinghouses, 
except that they are always on level ground, near 
the beach or upon it, and the floor is not all 
covered with bamboo. Along the sides is a raised 
bamboo passage-way, as high from the ground in 
the centre as the top of the foundation wall, and 
at one end of the house is a raised platform, 
which is occupied by the chiefe and Moonjobs 
upon feast occasitms. During two or three 
months, in the hottest season of the year, the 
chief with his family and suite occupy this part 
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of the canoe-hoOBc bb & residHtce. tJp<Hi the 
ground in the centre (rf' the house the canoes ttm 
finished, and upon feaet occasionB the firee are 
built for cooking dogs. At the sides of the houM 
the canoes, when finished, and not in ubb, are 
suspended. The cttnoe-house hu at one end a 
\Kig6 eBtrance. 

Estates all descend &om ihe parcmt to llie 
eldest SOB. His is the paternal mansion, his the 
canoe-house, and his the Nigurts. A large lutA- 
holder has quite a village about him. The most 
prominent object in the settlement is ibe dwel- 
linghoiue of the proprietor, aliraTs atuiding in 
the beet situation, and always larger and more 
tastefully ornamented than the rest. About him 
are houses, less in dimensions, but also neat, the 
abodes of younger brothers, connections, and de- 
pendents, whom he permits to build upon his 
territory, and allows the use of a portion of his 
land and bread-fruit trees ; but be never reliif 
quisbes his ownership in the soil Real estate is 
never passed ^m hand to hand except by inheri- 
tance, and Ans is perpetuated the distinction at 
castes. These dependents pay a sent of velunt^ 
ry rent in presents of fruit, yams, and jagow, if 
they liare H. At a greater distance are the huts 
of the Nigirrts— the slaves of the proprietor of 
the soQ, who tSl the hmd for the white tenanto 
and their landlord; fiah, cook, pound jagow, 
and, in fine, do aU Ae aervile waA. Tbm ire 
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some descriptions of employment, as <I have 
already noted, which are honorable ; such as the 
I manufacture of twine, the building of houses, and 
[ decorating of canoes, by the men ; and the weav- 
ing of wywies, and manufacture of mats, by the 
women. 

Canoes may belong to people who hold no 
land, being a description of personal property. 
Over every thing else the proprietor has control, 
and exerts over his tenants and slaves a patri- 
archal power. He can punish minor oflences, but 
\ being in his turn subject to the head chief of the 
island, he reports flagrant crimes at head-quar- 
lers, where he also pays a tribute, not a stated 
one, but regulated in quantity by his means and 
will. 

The principal chief npon an island has a simi* 
lar clan of his immediate connections and slaves 
abont him, and a large landed estate. Every 
diing is similar to the establishment of a petty 
chief, except that his dwellinghouse is larger, his 
canoes more in number, laigei and better deco- 
rated, and the canoe-house calculated for nume- 
rous assemblages. Beside the direct products of 
his owD land, he is in the continual receipt of 
tribute from the petty chie& upon his island, and, 
if he be chief of Nutt and head of the group, of 
presents &om the chiefs of the inferior islands. 

The principal mechanical tool is of coune the 
hateliet. It is made of a hard white stone, found 
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on the beach, broken to something the shape of a 
hatchet, and rubbed to a very good edge on rou^ 
rocka. A native will be Bometimes two or three 
months preparing bis hatchet, working at inter- 
vals upon it, before be fastens it to the handle. 
The piece of wood selected for a handle is a small 
bTuncb of ft tree, in which there is an elbow. 
One part of this elbow is cut off; the other left 
long forms the handle. The back of the stone 
rests against the angle, and round the stone and 
wood are passed strong bands of bark, hemp, or 
twine. The hatchet is so fitted upon the handle 
that its blows are like those of a cooper's adz, 
but it will at once be perceived that with such 
an instrument no deep blows can be struck. For 
smaller work sea shells are used, and coral forms 
their msps. They have also dogfish skin for 
polishing. With these simple tools they are very 
dexterous, and turn out work which would reflect 
credit on some European and American crafts- 
men, who bungle, with every advantage upon 
their side. 

Vines supply much of their cord^:e for common 
purposes, made to their hands. They manufac- 
ture very neat twine from hemp, the silk-or fibres 
of the plantain tree, and the shells of cocoa nuts. 
The hemp and cocoa-nut bark is softked, beaten, 
and dried before twisting. It must be cleared 
with the fingers, and ia twisted between the knee 
and the palm of tl^ hand. The fibres of the 
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plantain and banana tree ore very fine and soft, 
and are used only in the manufacture of sashes. 
They are dran-n from the pith of the tree, and 
after washing, are woven into a texture which 
much resembles silk. 

Men make the twine, and use it, in the finish- 
ing of houses and canoes. Women plat the mats 
(or sails, for clothing, and for the beds. The 
sails are very neatly woven of split rushes; the 
mat worn about the body is made of the tuft of 
leaves which crowns the cocoa-nut tree^ they 
are bleached, and then strung together by the 
women. The mats upon which they sleep are 
made of rushes. The mat worn by the \vomen 
is made of the bark of the cocoa-uut tree. 

For preparing sashes, or wywies, the women 
have a lude process of weaving. To a sailor it 
will be description enough to say it is something 
like weaving spunyarn mats ; but for the ladies, 
a more particular account is necessary. The 
web, or threads which run longitudinally of the 
belt, are fastened to a post at one end, and at the 
other about the weaver's body, who thus keeps it 
straight. A stick is then passed over and "under 
alternate threads across the web, and, turned upon 
its edge, opens them to permit the shuttle to be 
passed. With the same stick the weaver drives 
the thread to its place. In this way are manu- 
factured narrow belts to wear beneath the matj 
and gaudy sashes for ornament. 

t:oosl. 



CHAPTER X. 

Cuioe-bnilding Selection of a tree. — Finishing.— Con- 

stnicliwL of outrigger. — Platform for passe Dgeis .—Ni- 
gDit mttFinersc— OmameBisof c«Doe. — Sails.— Mode c^ 
nsTigatiDg. — FiddlcB — PaiiiL — Fi«Mrvation of Mate 
cauoes. — Ftriadicalielurns of building seasons. — Fea&U 
on sach occasions. — Trials of Ibe nev craft. — Fisbing. — 
Walldng in the water. — Nets, and deilerily of the natires 
in tbeir Die. — Bespect to chiefs. — Fish majorhowi, or 
tabooed. — Natire sophistrf, — Eels. —A feast a pon them. 
— Discovery of the bones by the nalives. — Awfnl hab> 
bab. — Sag« resolntion, and aa allusion to the shad and 
alewives in Taunton Birer. 

The first care id making a caaoe is to select a 
straight, clear tree. Then five or six persons at- 
tack the base at once with their axes, and fell it. 
If intended for two small canoes the trunk ti 
divided, or if for one long one, trimDied only. 
The hmnches are lopped oS, and the trunk hol- 
lowed out, rudely at first, the principal object be- 
lt^ to lessen the weight. Vines are fastened to 
the trunk, and taking hold of these, the laborers 
haul it to the nearest creek or shore, and it is 
towed to the canoc-house. 

The first rough work of feUing and transport- 
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ing is done by the Nigurts. At the canoe-house 
the work falls into more skilfut hands ; petty 
chiefs, Moonjobs, and Jerejohs being the cau*e 
builders. The outside is fiist made to assume 
something of the form and comeliness of a canoe, 
then the inside is carefully hollowed out. Four 
or five hands generally spend about a week upon 
1 canoe ; and after the shape is giren, and the 
roQgh wood taken ofl^ it is carefully and elegant- 
ly polished. This latter is done with coral; as 
many as can get about the canoe working at 
once, and lightening labor with a song/ After 
the polishing is completed, a coat of red paint is 
rubbed inside and out with a piece of cocoa-nat 
bark, and the boat is placed in the aun to dry. 
Then a coat of cocoa-nut oil is put on over the 
paint, giving it quite a high varnish and polish. 
After the oil is completely dry, the thwarts and 
outrigger are fitted. The thwarts (seats) are all 
neatly worked with twine. The outri^:er is 
made of two pieces of wood, extending over the 
Bide of the canoe about three feet, and three feet 
apart ; these things regulated of course by the 
size of the boat. At the outer end of these piecea 
is fastened a long pole, parallel with the boat, and 
extending its whole length. Between the ends 
of the outriggers and the pole are stanchions, 
adapted in length to the depth of the canoe, in 
order that the outriggers maybe as near horizon- 
tal as possible./ Upon the two pieces is laid a 
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pUtfonp, covered witk nuts, and protected firont 
the sua by an awning, under which the chiefs sit 
or lie down. The platform doe* not cross the 
canoe ; consequently the passengera are as little 
in the way of those who propel the boat w if 
they were on shore. On common occasions nnd 
excursions Nigurts manage the boat, but when 
they go to war no people of different castes are 
allowed in the same boat. The platform is capa- 
ble of bearing from one to half a dozen perBona, 
according to the size of the canoe, and the mari- 
ners, if I may so designate them, are in number 
from two to eight. jCaaoes are made in length 
from five to thiity feet, f The canoes of the Ni- 
gurt fishermen are less finished, and the platftmn 
is barely large enough to carry a basket ; being 
confined more to its original intention — the sup- 
port of the outrigger. All the joints of this frame 
are ingeniously secured with twine. 

f A canoe is the islander's pride. They are very 
highly finished, pearl shell being worked in about 
the gunwale, and the heads, as each, end of the 
boat is the head by turns, are ornamented with 
a neatly carved billet of wood. 4The state etnoei 
are always kept in the hoase, which opens tqwud 
the water ; the boats of the Niguits, and a few 
hacks, being the only ones constantly afioat. 
The wood of which all canoes are made is a 
strong white tree, bearing no fruit, a>d called in 
the native tongue kyup. / The sails are triangn- 
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kr, wach as are called in the sailor'B remsctilar, 
■houlder-of-mntton sails, and are platted by the 
women of iplit rushes. A yard and a boom at 
the foot secures two sides of the sail, and the 
third side has no leach rope, the strength of th« 
material rendering it unnecessary^ In patting 
about, it is only necoBary to shift the craft end 
for end, ami make that her bow which waa before 
the etera, as the oatri^er must of eoutse always 
b« kept on the windward side, 
^be paddles aie made of the aame wood aa the 
eaooes, stained red, and polished in the same 
wayiV Paddles made for use are pl^io, and kept 
in die eaaoe-house ; but every man has one or 
m<na £incy paddles which he sports in jffecessions 
and dances. These are carved and ornamented, 
and are never dipped in the water, but are kept in 
the owners' houses during their lives, and buried 
with tbem^The platform of a chief's canoe is 
geaeraily piuated white, with lime made by burn- 
ing coral rock. Mixed with cocoa-nut oil this 
«Lakea a v^ry good paint, extremely white and 
tmacioHs of its hold. The same mixture is an 
exMUont cement for cracks in the bottom of a 



(Woe/ 
Uneven 



Cneven as is the bottom of the basin inside the 
leet, freqaently changing from very deep water 
to shallows of a few inches, the canoes, notwith- 
■ «(andiog the labor bestowed upon them, are short- 
Uvvdi seldom lasting more Itiaa a couple of years, 
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the coni bottom grinding them throagh. The 
latest, used only on state occasions, last, indeed, 
longer, and decay o( dry rot. Even then they 
are preserred, as are the regalia of rojralty among 
civilized nations; bat the canoes are infinitely 
more safe, because the reverence of the islanders 
for them is nniversal, and there is no cupidity to 
tempt to their conversion to carii, were it possi- 
ble. There Tvere canoes hanging in the house at 
Nutt, the origins of which were ahnoet lost in 
tradition, and the age of which it-was impoasible 
to fix. The smaller and more usefal, when worn 
too mnch for the chieTs pride, are passed to the 
Nigarts, who direst them of their <m)amental 
frippery; as a gentleman's span of horses may be 
degraded to a barkmill. 

The need for building returns periodically about 
once in two years. Three such jubilees — for 
jubilees they are — occurred while I resided upon 
Nutt. The permission of the chief first obtained, 
all the petty chiefs upon the island went to work, 
each at the canoe-house in his own district 
When the building was finished, all the new 
canoes were brought to the head chiefs quarters. 
The natives paddled them about, perfbrming skil- 
ful evolutions to test the behavior of their new 
craft, Ahoundel, the head chief, alone standing 
erect. After an hour or so spent in this way, 
the canoes formed a line to the number of hnn- 
dieds, and each chief, on his own platform, danced 
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and flonrished hie fancy paddle, die whole bwom- 
Uy aiaging and keeping perfect time. Sncb are 
among the few occasions upon which any bnt 
woDien and priests sing. The day woB wound 
up with a feast, and the usual draughts of jagow. 
The whole scene — the decoratioas of the canoes, 
dte chiefs in their gala dresses, and the women 
en aboie with theit heads dressed with flowers — 
formed a pageant which I thought seldom, if ever, 
surpassed among civilized nations. Then the 
univenal hilarity and good order, the absence of 
all jealousy and quarrelling for precedence, ren- 
dered impossible by the established order of castea 
and standing, is a feature in their rejoicings 
which the pomp of civilization never possesses. 
No individual distress or inconvenience follows 
them ; there is nothing in the customs of the In- 
dian to make it necessary that he should 



The belt of coral leef about the Bonabee group 
incloses a comparatirely still basin of water. 
The canoe navigation of this is the most quiet 
and beautiful motion conceivable ; much of the 
time the canoe b, propelled by putting the end 
of the paddle against the coral floor, which is 
distinctly visible through the clear water. Fish 
are sometimes speared with great dexterity by 
the natives, the stillness and transparency of ibe 
water permitting the perfection of dull in thiust- 
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ing the speu. This is the amusement of una- 
teure, the fish caught for food being taken in nets 
by the Nigurts. There are within the reef many 
places where the water eudilenly deepens to many 
fathoms — interregna in the coral bottom, of vari- 
ous circumference. As well acquainted with the 
floors of their fishing places bb with the floors of 
their houHCB, the Nigurts divide themselves into 
two parties, one party stealing noiselessly to the 
edges of this deep water, and there holding their 
nets. -A method of walking in the water, peculiar 
to the natives, is worth description. The leg is 
lifted up straight and quick, bringing the foot 
almost to the surface of the water; then, the toe 
painted as gracefully as that of a danseuse, the 
foot is planted again some two or three feet in 
front of its first position. This method of pro- 
gression oiTera next to no resistance to the water; 
consequently very rapid progress is made, with' 
out any splashing and splatter. The net holders 
stationed, the others, if possible, surround (hem 
in a circle, if not, as near as may be, and with 
their spears and legs create as much hubbub as 
lies in their power. The frightened fish make 
for the deep water, and are intereepted by the 
nets. Fishing with lines is seldom attempted; 
as the natives are very unsuccessful with their 
rude tortoise-shell hooks. I made some very 
tolerable hooks from the ramrods of the muaketa 
1 from the wreck ; but it was necessary 
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when a bite was felt to keep the line taught, as, 
there being no barb, the fish would otherwise 
esGApe. 

So Mrvile is the respect paid to chiefs, that a 
party of fishermen immediately suspeod their 
work upon the appearance of a chiefs canoe, 
scramble into their boats, cross their arms, aad 
incline their heads in obeisance till the chief has 
passed tbetn, then follow, and offer him a selec- 
tion from their fish, if they have taken any. A 
neglect of this observance would subject them to 
severe punishment, probably death. 

Fish are plentiful, and a main source of sub- 
sistence ; but I am neither Billingsgate woman 
Bor naturalist enough to specify the varieties. 
The skin of the dogfish and shark supply the 
natives with a means of polishing wood and 
cocoa-nut shell ntensib, and the shell-fish furnish 
utensils for cutting. The shark is seldom cap- 
tured, and when captured it is in shoal water 
with spears. Upon every island some species of 
fish is majoriowi, or tabooed ; and it is not unfre- 
qnently the case that different families upon the 
same island hare each a species of fish which 
they may not eat/ The re&son for this will ap- 
pear in the account of their religion. As a proof 
that sophistry in leaaoning upon religious points 
does not require a knowledge of the technicals 
of the science of logic, it is not esteemed wicked 
for a man to furnish another with food the con- 
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samption of which he esteems profanity. When 
the spoil of a fishing excuraion is landed, it is 
divided by speciea; he who cannot lawfully eat 
a particular fish taming it over to one who has 
no such scruples. Thus, as the indefinite restric- 
tion of Mahomet, who, in stating that 
" Then ji ■ pari in erery iwiac 

No triend or fbllavn of mine 

lUjeM," 

neglected to specify the particular portion, has 
left his followers to go the "entire animal," all 
the finny aalt-water tribe are devoured by t)ie 
Bonabeeans. Even parts of the shark are eaten 
upon one island. 

There is one species of fieh univertally held 
sacred by the islanders, a species of eel, inhabiting 
the fresh water. Keenan and m3rseif had resided 
npon Nutt, and eaten at many feasts, beside the 
regular domestic fare, bat in all this eating no 
eels had furnished their share. To our inquiries 
why this fish enjoyed such a peculiar and univer- 
sal exemption, the only answer had been " Hnjoi- 
howi !" This we knew was a partial defence for 
all fish, and not being aware that the respect for 
•els was more strenuously insisted' upon than 
that shown their cousins the dwellers in salt 
water, we determined npon indulging oarselvM 
in a feast upon themi taking the precaution, 
however, not to invite any of our copper friends 
to be of the party. 

t'-J-Sl^ 
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We selected for the occaeion a fine night, and 
mth elbowed Bticks poked the fish out of the 
water at a sudden bend in a brook. Unlike the 
mU whkh were used to beiog sktoDed, these were 
not so much as used to being caught, and having 
enjoyed an immunity from the snarea of the 
fisher iioni time immemorial, our trouble was in 
avoiding to take too many, rather than in catch- 
tug enongb for our purpose. Building a fire and 
broiling them in an unoccupied house, we had a 
alt down alone, and demolished them with an 
appetite which was not abated by the circum- 
stances under which we feasted — the wise man 
having recorded his opinion that "stolen waters 
are sweet," Our feast finished, we wiped our 
mouths, as beseems those who have committed a 
secret crime, and returned to our island friends 
with all the conscious rectitude of rogues undis- 



, Murder will out. We had neglected the pre- 
caution of concealing the bones, and, with an 
aptitude for detecting sin like that which charac- 
terizes some civilized people, who are supposed 
lo Ve innocent even of the knowledge of iniquity, 
some of the natives recognised in the bobes the 
fragments of the forbidden fish. Our first inti- 
mation of the discovery was taken from seeing 
the natives repairing to the house, and, not at 
first understanding the Teason of it, we fell in 
upon the tide. When we reached the hut, we 
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found men, women, and children kneeling or 
completely ptostraie, beating their breasti, and 
locking to and fro, or rolling on the floor. Of 
the noise they made, we had been, of course, ap- 
prised by our ears before we reached the house, 
and bad concluded that some accident or sudden 
death was the reason of the outcry. IJiothing 
was there however — no broken bones but the 
bones of the eels; the pyramid of which, as 
George and I had left iti-might indeed have cans* 
ed cries of surprise that two persons could have 
left Buch testimonials of appetite ; but as the as- 
pect of affairs looked like an expression. of some- 
thing more than surprise, we esteemed it prudent 
to keep our own counsel. For two or three days 
was the lamentation continued ; it flew from place 
to place and from hut to hut ; on every side was 
weeping and lamentation. George and I thought 
we saw some looks indicative of suspicion, and 
when the hones were fairly buried by the chiefs 
orders, and the hubbub ceased, we felt relieved 
from a load of fear which had been sufficient to 
give us a distaste for eels ; which operated better 
for their safety, as far as we were concerned, than 
all the acts passed by the l^islature of MawM- 
chusetta have done for the shad and alewives in 
Tanntov River. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Msrris^ Approbation or a. chief necessary to uneqiul 

malcbes. — J/lamage celebrated in cauoeJionses, — Ar- 
raDgeiuent of the guests. — Freparalions for feail. — 
FouDdiog jagow with peculiar ceremouies. — Ezptessiug 
the juice. — Order of drinking. — Women arertiog f&ces. 
—Mode of building fires to cook dogs. — Mode of dressing 
and cooking them. — Serving vp. — Carving. — Day ends 
with daBce. — Paddles and mnsic. — Breaking np. — Cere- 
monies of neit day. — Priest's mummery. — Polygamy. 
— CounubiaL bonds. — Tattooing one canse of wives' 

fidelity Its meaning.— Difierent in different castes.— 

Conjugal spai between Mr. O'Connell and his wife 

Laowni, — Cause of it Manifestation of grief and rage 

on her part. — A disagreeable visit. — A relenting wife. — 
A vindictive husband. 

If^ man afiecta a woman, the rank of the parties 
being equal, he has only to obtain the consent of 
herself and her parents. Women are never com- 
pelled to accept as husbands persons whom they 
dislike. When a match is proposed between a 
Moonjob and a Jerejoh, the approbation of the 
chief is necessary, before the match can be rati- 
fied. I have ofleiv known instances where this 
consent was refused, and the match broken oS'. 
I never knew a marriage between a Nigurt and a 
person of either of the two upper classes ; and I 
CoogL 
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never knew an instance of the occurrence of in- 
cestuoua intercourse between the white castes 
and the black. 

ft is one feature of the patriarchal govemihent 
and habits of the islands, that marriages are cele- 
brated in the canoe-house of the district in which 
the hnsbimd resides, and under the patronage and 
Buperintendenceof the petty chief. The ceremony 

' commences with drinking jn^w, wtfile the dogs 
are roasting and the other preparations making 
by the Nigurts. The petty chief is seated ia the 
centre of the platform agaiust the waU, and on 
his light hand are seated the bride and her female 
friends, their heads dressed with flowers. On 
the left are seated the bridegroom and his friends, 
dressed in the holiday decorations. No paint is ■ 
used upon the body on any occasionj The Ni- 
gurts never come upon this dais, except to pound 
jagow, or present jagow and food to the chief, 
but remain upon the floor in the centre of the 
canoe-house, where all the preparations for the 

' feast are made, excepi the jagow pounding. 
I Meanwhile the guests keep up a buzz of conver- 
sation, for these islanders are far from being re- 
markable for taciturnity. All remain seated, the 
women on their heels, and the men cxosslegged. 
The jagow* root is pounded with peculiar 
ceremony. If either of the contracting parties 

* P^ia- -nuthyaicam is the botanical name. 
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be of the direct connections of the head chief of 
the island, the mariiage is eolemnized in the 
principal canoe-house. The jagow, whether from 
his own ground, or from the bridegroom's, or 
presented by the guests, is brought and laid at 
the chiePs feet. Sometimes also sugar-cane is 
hronght in by the women as they arrive, and 
placed at the chiefs feet, all who approach him 
walking bent nearly double. The chief then 
proceeds to cut the root of the jagow from the 
plant, in which he is assisted by the friesds^;^__ 
foTorites who are seated nearest him. fTTigurts 
ate then called, who take the root and carry it 
to a large flat stone upon the platform, hut a*, 
distant ftom the company as the size of the dtts 
will permit. From, six to twelve Nigurts then 
commence pounding it, the root and the stone 
having been first washed. Each has a small 
round stone in his hand, and all strike together. 
If a head chief be present the blows are given 
thus, in perfect time : one, two, three,— then a 
pause, — one, — another pause, — one. two, three. 
If a petty chief is the highest in rank present, > 
the blows are one, two, — a pause, — one, — another 
pause, — one, two. Thus carefully are the distinc- 
tions of rank preserved by all possible means. 
After the root is pounded fine, water is thrown 
upon the mass, and it is stirred togethw with the 
hands. A quantity of it is then wrapped in a 
bunch of plant fibres, am'ut a foot in length, re- 
13* 
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BembltDg hemp, and the juice of the root, or 
rather the water poOred upon it and thus impreg- 
nated, is wruDg out into a calabash. This' ie 
carried up to the chief by a Nigurt, who passes 
up the aisle between the men and women, and 
presents it to the chief, kneeling, holding it in 
both hands. He drinks, and passes it to the next 
in rank. Bvery calabash is first presented to the 
chief, wheth«r he drinks or not: 1 mast do them 
the justice to say they are generally very tempe- 
nte; and although jagaw forms a liquor very 
potent as a narcotic, it is seldom drank in quan- 
tities to stupify/ When it is, a dead and stupid 
Bleep of three or four hours is the consequence. 
It makes them loquacious when temperately 
drank, but seldom quanelsome. The women 
never drink it in public, and while the men are 
drinking often avert or conceal their faces. It is 
majorkmoi to aU except Moonjob women, and aa 
even their entire abstinence is considered a virtue, 
those who do take it do it very privately. 

While the root is pounding, die t^j&t distri- 
butes joints of the plant among his favorites. Il 
is eagerly coveted, and it is a mark <rf' great &vot 
to receive it, as the joints, set in the earth, tak« 
root. They are, however, ten or twelve months 
in coming to maturity; and as the culture is 
barely enough to supply the demand, it ia a plant 
ijsteemed of great valu^ 

While the jagow ia lling prepared and drank, 
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the pr^aratione for the more solid parts of the 
least are going on in the area. Fires are built 
of wood, covered with small round stones, like a 
pyramid. As the wood turns to coal, the stones 
fail in, and are Jheated to a red heat, forming a 
glowing platform. As soon as it has ceased 
smoking, the dogs, previously killed, and their 
entrails extracted, outside the house, are brought 
in and the hair singed off. They are then scraped 
and laid upon a floor of the hot stones, and other 
stoHcs are piled over them, the Nigurts handling 
them very adroitly with sticks. Over the whole 
are spread green leaves to prevent the escape of 
any steam, and in half or three quarters of an 
hour Pedro comes out of this impromptu oven, 
delicately cooked. . 

Baskets of cocoa-nut branchea, made expressly 
for the occasion, and never nsed afterword, are 
then brought, into which the dogs are put; and 
the Nigurts carry one at a time to the chief, with 
baskets of yams and bread-fruit as condiments. 
The chief, with a bamboo knife, officiates as 
carver, distributing bits of the fiesh to those 
present, and modestly reserving the quarter, the 
best part, to himself. Dogs are seldom cooked 
in larger quantities than to serve as a bare relish 
to the yams and bread-fruit ; and are usually pro- 
vided at the expense of the bridegroom. The 
i«Bt of the material for tl^east comes in presents 
&om the gttests, every V^vivial meeting an the 
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nlnncls being a sort of pic-nic. The chief takes 
his tribute out of every dog, and carries what he 
cannot eat away with him. The Nigurts may 
occasionally get a dog's head thrown to them, 
but their usual share of such a delicacy is only 
permission to suck their thumbs. There is, how- 
ever, always an abandance of fish cooked. All 
the eatables pass through the chiefs hands in 
their distribution. 

i-^he feast finished, and washed down with 
jagow, the day winds up with a dance. The 
males and females stand opposite each other on 
the raised walk which goes round the house in- 
side, the women upon one side and' the men upon 
the other. The chiefs present remain upon the 
dais, the bride is in the centre of the line of 
women, and the bridegroom opposite with the 
m^n. /In dancing they do not skip, run about, or 
change places ; a foot square is abundant space 
for each person. They stamp with each foot 
ahemately, bringing the right or left side forward 
as the foot is moved, and flourishing the arms. 
All have fancy paddles in their hands, men and 
women, and as they turn either side of the body 
to the centte of the building they strike the pad- 
dles together in perfect time, shifting them from 
hand to hand to keep them inside. All sing to- 
gether, and to aid in the time a person is seated 
in front of the chiefs, i|rifee dais, with a stick in 
his haf d, with which hfhammers time on the 
bottom of an old canoe. 

'" CoogL 
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This dance is tb.e breaking up for the day^ 
What of the fragments of the feskst are oot car- 
ried away by the guests, fall to the Nigurts, who 
have beeu spectators from the floor in the centre 
of the building. The bride goes home to the ^ 
house of her lord, or the house of the friend upon 
whom he is quartered. Presents from chiefs and 
friends, mErts^sywies, tappas, etc. follow them, 
sometimes immediately, and sometimes after the 
interval of a month. 

Upon the next day the newly married couple 
repair to the great canoe-house of the head chief 
of the island; not to the canoe-house where the 
feast was held thp day before. There is another 
gathering of friends and acquaintances, and all 
seat themselves as for a feast, women and men 
apart^n the daip. A priest enters the house, 
and goes to a part pf'the dais as distant as possi- 
ble from the company. He then makes a circle 
of a mat, about four or five feet in circumference, 
by setting it upon its edge, and walks inside of it. 
His whole person is thus concealed frQm those 
present, f he head chief walks up to ^is side, 
and a sort of recitative conversation is kept up 
between them for about a quarter of an hour. It 
is done in a voice so low, that the words are not 
.distinguishable to the company, a low monoto- 
nous sound only reaching them, while they sit in 
the most wbd^d s^^^, their countenances 
wearing an aspect jf^H^avity. I n|^r was 
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able to understand the subject of this mummery 
by listening to the words, or by inquiry, as all 
appeared to be in the dark, except bo far that 
they knew it was a part of the marriage ceremo- 
ny. A draught of jagow concludes it. 

The foregoing is a description of the taarriage 
of ft Jerejoh. Nigurts are yoked together among 
themiselres with very little ceremony. At the 
marriage of Moonjobs, the feasting sometimes 
begins a couple of days before the wedding, and 
cootiQues a day or two after. The feasting and 
preparations vary, of course, according to the 
wealth or standing of the parties. 

I have saidy'polygamy is common. "A man 
may have as many wives as he can support, but 
the largest number I ever knew one man to have 
was eleven. Concubinage and promiscuous in* 
tercourse is common among tHe Nigurts and 
lower Jerejohs, but very rare among the Moon- 
jobs. The Moonjobs are morally superior to 
those beneath — superior in intellect and cliarac- 
ter, aa in standing. Adultery committed by per- 
sons of standing is punished by bumii^, preceded 
by an infliction of torture upon both parties too 
horrid and disgusting to describe. Among ths- 
lower castes it is unnoticed. During my stay 
upon the island i never knew an instance of its- 
commission, by persons of note or standing 
enough to coll for P^Rl^k,'- ^"'^ 

Pbnamy, as ah^i^^Mlkd, is allowed, and 
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jret there is no necessity Tor restraint upon the 
women, or the esettJon of harsh authority over 
theto. A resort to blows is seldom, if ever had, 
and the same odium that would attend such con- 
duct here, visits it there. Of their children the 
islanders are remarkably fond. The little beings 
run naked for the five or sis first years of their 
liveB, and are the _peta and playthings not only 
of their parents, but of all. ^Tattooing is com- 
menced on children at about four years of age, 
the first marks being upon the back of the left 
hand. These first marks are made at the tesi- 
dence of the parents ; at six or eight years of i^ 
the child visits the tattooing hospital, and again 
at difierent periods, until at about the age of 
eleven the tattooing is completed^ The reader 
will recollect that in my case it was necessary to 
apply all these usually periodical inflictions at 
once. The art of tattooing Moonjobs and Jere- 
johs is a profession, confided to a few women — 
female professors of heraldry, for tattooing is the 
presei^tion of a species of heraldic symbols. 
The mark^upon my body have often been read 
to me, being expressive of the names of deceased 
chiefs and Moonjobs. At the end of the cata- 
logue the reader almost invariably adds, — " mid- 
jila ! midjila ! midjiU !" — " dead ! dead ! dead !" 

The introduction of tattooing in this connec-' 
tion is not, as'll .^^^^|$ist si^t ap^r< a 
change of subject. T^i^^ijifierent mel^ps of 
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tattooing diBtingaish the two upper CiiBWi frODi 
each other, and fiom the Nigurts, who are only 
permitted to make a few awkward marks upon 
the front of the legs, tattooing also serves to bind 
husband and mfe. On a Moonjoh man's right 
arm two ringa signify the names of the nearest 
deceased ancestors of his wife, if she he fi. Moon- 
job ; and on the wife similar qiarks preserve the 
ancestry of the husband. In the case of a man 
who can afford a half dozen women, the ceremony 
is not so particularly attended to ; but the women 
make it a point of family pride to cover their 
shoulders with the family tree of their husband. 
The reader will perceive that this is a contract 
incapable of erasure, and couM a woman be 
tempted to desert her husband, she would still 
wear the recollection of what she had been ; the' 
honor* and name of his house, no longer a grati- 
fication to her vanity, but a memento of her fallen 
state. The generally kind treatment of her spouse 
— her fondness for her children — her religion, 
education, the traditionary lore, of which her 
body carries an edition, and to the glo^ of which 
as wife she is heir ih her husband's right, are 
reasons sufficient why a Bonabeean woman should 
remain fitithful and attached, although her return 
is but perhaps a decimal part of her husband's 
aSections. Accustome d _to polygamy, and una- 
ware ^t in any coun^^Be wiA has undisputed 
and e^pe possession e^fflr liege lord, the Caro- 
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linean woman sees nothing ahoclcing is the nj»- 
tern of a plurality of wives. It were Donsense to 
assert that there is no jealousy and quarreiling 
— as it would bo asserting a position contradicted 
by reason, and the nature of things. Even in 
Christian covntriea we often see that one wife is 
enongh to quarrel with ; and although eviy 
education had taught lue better than to wish for 
more than one wife, it' is not to be imagined that 
Laowni (such was herpoetical name) and myself 
had none of the disputes which appear incidental 
to conjugal life. Upon one occasioD, when I was 
sick, a journey was projected, as was the nroal 
course with invalids. I, however, refused to be 
cared in such a way, pref^ring ease and quiet. 
All the preparations having been made for the 
journey, it was taken without me. I thought 
my wife might have had the graee to remain at 
home with her sick spouse, but she ohose to 
accompany her father. Upon her return I had 
^^tty well recovered, and I welcomed her by 
taking my wedding gift — a few bhie beads — fronj 
her basket, and breaking them between two 
Stones, before her eyes. As soon as I had done 
the tniechief, Laowni ran from the house to a 
stoBe in the edge of the water, where Ae sat 
down and commenced crying like an infant. I 
followed, and endeavored to pacify her, hut i* 
was of no use. Tfae o^MiJiBwer she tnade waa 
to kick like a spoiled cWa. The tida QotteA in, 
14 
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till ahe w>B in water to her elbows ; then I was 
enabled to coax her away, bnt still she ceased not 
bellowing for her bends. If i had bitten off bet 
finger, it would certainly^ have grieved her less. 

At night I went to sleep and left her weeping. 
She had refused to eat, though fish and the moat 
delicate bits of canine venison had been offered 
her. Happening, however, to awake at midnight, 
1 detected her solacing her grief, not, like Mn. 
Oakley, on boiled chickens, but like a delicate 
savage, on a dog's drumstick. I said nothing, 
thinking the return of her appetite was a good 
omen ; but when I waked again in the morning 
clouds and darkness still sat upon the counte- 
nance of Laowni. 

The day long she wore the same sulks, giving 
me aa occasional look of any thing bat affection, 
but not vouchsafing a word. At night I took 
George with me, and instead of sleeping in the 
canoe-house, which was then Aboundel's quar- 
ters, went to his house proper. There we built 
ft small fire for its light, and just as we had pro- 
pounded to each other the sage conclusion that 
his Majesty of Nutt and family were not in the 
best humor, we vrere snrprised with a visit &om 
that dignitary himself, accompanied by a native 
who was particularly indebted to me for detect- 
ing him in stealing my knife, and two others, all 
armed with spears. lfij|^ut saying a word they 
sat down at a little dfflmce, biting their nether 
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lipB, as is always their custom when vexed or in 
a passion. I spoke to them, and inquired the 
reason of the visit, hut received not a word in 
answer. George shivered heside me like a leaf, 
though I assured him he need fear nothing, ns 
, the visit was undoubtedly intended solely for me. 
At length our agreeable state of suspense was 
relieved by the appearance of Laowni, who beck- 
oned them outside, and we saw nothing more of 
them. It was two or three days afterward before 
the reconciliation between myself and wife was 
completed, as I took it upon me, upon the most 
approved civilized plan, to become sulky when 
ihe relented. This lesson, however, taught me 
better than to trifle again seriously with the pro- 
perty or comfort of a wife, whose father mig^t 
inflict summary punishment upon me without 
being amenable for it to any power. Such I 
afterward ascertained was the intention of the 
viut. Ahoundel left the cBnoe*house with a de- 
termination to put me to death, and it was the 
intercession of Laowui, who followed the party, 
&at saved me. Upon the whole, the adventure 
had a good effect. Ahoundel respected the ^ 
courage with which I faced him, though Qod 
knows it was as much in outward seeming as 
genuine ; and respected the firmness which led 
me to maintain my ground, even after the threat 
of death. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Friests.^TheiT lanlt— power— vocatUm. — TIw of (attoinng. 
— Edyoma & syaonyme witt Afodte. — Jtat Hmm. — 

Island worship. — Tbeory of mind. — Apotheosis of chiefs. 
— Native notions of English printing. — Amman, or spi- 
rits. — Metempsychosis, — Treatment of sick. — Incanta- 
tion. — Fatal embracing. — Hine and mode of interment 
— FerambDlBtions of lite ghoel of the defuct.— Yearly 
procession round the grave-yard — Inheritance.— Strength 
of custom. — Proportion of the castes to each other.— 
Journeying for sickness. — Cure of elephantiasis. — Clean- 
liness. — Fceliog pulse. — Mr. O'Connell's calls to visit 
the ^ck. — Influence of his opinion on the patients. 

Thb prieati tipon the Bonabee group are Oen* 
joks, uad rank as petty chieb. Theii: profession 
is hereditaryi aiul their support is drawn &om 
preienta, for, though generally landholders, th^ 
posBesBioos are small. They are much respected, 
and are the confidants and advisers of the chiefs. 
Tradition and the usages of their religion have 
given them much power, and th«y also exert a 
powerful influence through their interest with 
the chiefs. J Called upon on all occasions, — feast- 
i>g, house- warmiug, canoe-launching, aiokneas, 
death, — present at all ceremonies and assembla- 
ges, and in tine directing not only the public but 
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the domestic business and economy of the island- 
ers, as^ they are main depositaries of the tradi- 
tions, it is. their caie to enforce the ohserrance 
of all the minute distinctions between castes and 
ranks, t Tattooing, spoken of in another connec- 
tion as embalming the memory of the dead, is an 
art essential, in its symbolical language, to the 
|»:eservation of the traditionary usages of the 
natives. Even the ornaments worked in twine 
upon the walls of the houses assist in this 
main object — the perpetuity of their tradition 
uid religion. Every thing combining to render 
the priests powerful as they make themselves 
necessary, their name, Edyomet, is almost synon- 
ymous with Aroche, chief; the terms are, indeed, 
often confounded. In inquiring for the chief, or 
king of England, the natives used Edyomet and 
Artiche indiscriminately. Their ideas of govern- 
ment connect the priest -and the chief, as it will 
be found in tracing all earthly power to its primi- 
tive source that the original rulers claimed a 
direct mission from, or connection with, heaves. 
The reader will remember that in speaking of the 
Moonjob chiefs, it w^s stated that they claimed 
affinity with the skies ; the term which defines 
theii caste being also a term for the heavens. 
Great as is the power of the jiriests by their con- 
nection with the chiefs, it is but doing them jus- 
tice to state that they attempt no increase or 
arbitrary exercise of it, and in their adhwence to 
14* 
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traditionary form, which it is their interest to 
piCBB upon the people, is iheii strength. They 
ue eatablished — tfaeii dogmas and their power 
were never disputed, and it is therefore only 
necesBBry to assert their belief, and to petmit the 
silent and almost imperceptible operation of i^eir 
stiength through the nominal, ostensible chiefs. 

'^ The whole theology of the island, the moat 
■titular imaginable for Buch a people, appears to 
be a worship of mimd, intelligence, or life. They 
appear to have an idea of its action, independ^it- 
ly of the body, — to imagiae it a aeporate aad 
SHperioi existence — a guiding genius orer the 
conduct of the body. They have no temples, no 
idols, no altars, no oflerings, no sacrifices; but 
worship a world of spirits, the disembodied souls, 
^ I may so speaU or, more properly, the exalted 
minds of their deail chiefs. A chiefs apotheosis 
takes place almost before his death ;^^ invoca- 
tion of his spirit commences before breath has 
left the body. The spirits of the deceased aie 
SHpposed to homr in aad about the scenes which, 
alive, they frequented. Aside from the genial 
and universal worship of the ancestors of the 
chiefs and Moonjobe, each family has the vrorskip 

.of its own ancestry — ^its household gods or lam. 
When I toM them of the Supreme Being they 
shifted his existence, although they never a^ 
dieas prayers to him; but recognising such a 
power as the Arocke lapalap, great ehi^ of their 
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world (rf eiHrits, they persisted in practically 
acknowledging only the power of the animan^ 
as they style their deified progenitors. Of these, 
as the reader has already seen, the names are 
preserred by the practice of tattooing, no name 
of a Hring person being imprinted on the flesh. 
I have a Tagne impression that the surriving 
fiiends sometimes tattoo themselves upon the 
death of a connection, but am positive that it is 
not an invariable custom. The next marriage 
of a descendant, however, or the nest regular 
tattooing of a youth, after a chiefs decease, is 
sure to preserve his name. I never learned to 
read their marks, but imagine they must be 
something like the system of the Chinese, from 
this circumstance r before Miss Jane Porter was 
wadied away in a rain-storm, many of the njitives 
had learned the alphabet; that is to say, they 
" knew the letters by sight," but, counting large 
letters and small, figures, points of reference, 
points of punctuation, and every other printer's 
character, they gave us many more than twenty- 
four letters. When they saw these repeated, 
they signified that it was superfluous; they had 
so clear idea of the combinations, but said there 
was too much of the same thing, evidently ima- 
gining that each letter conveyed in each place 
one and the same idea. 

*I7pon the Ladioueislaiidg, where tLaimilarwonhippienuii, 
the teim is nal«d to be anata by geograpbeni. 

C*.K>yk 
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To the animan, vested with absolute power for 
good or ill, are attributed aU tbe good and all the 
evil which befal them. Every thiog for which 
it is impoasible otherwise to account is attributed 
to them, and all inquiry into thin|:s uncertain or 
perplexing is barred at the outlet by the assign- 
ment of tbe sufficient cause, the agency of the 
animan. Good comes irom them in reward for 
good, and evil for evil. / When I told them that 
wor^ip belonged only to the One God, they 
aslced me " how I knew; if I had been in heaven." 
Singular as it may appear, they have such an 
opinion of the whites, gathered from the speci* 
mens of^their superiority whit^ they had seen, 
and from the distance which they supposed their 
white visiters traveTsed to see them, that they 
thought the possibility of the whites having visit- 
ed heaven was probable enough to tempt tbe 
qnestion-' My answer, no, of course, would put 
us on an equality again arto what we had seen, 
and when, I referred to " the Book" in proof of 
my assertion, they sneered at once at the admis- 
sion of such scanty evidence — such repetition of 
the same letters, such abundant poverty as the 
doubling and trebling the same marks to infinity, 
for the sole purpose, as they thought, of display! 

Engrafted into their worship of mind is a rude 
system of metempsychosis. The species of eels, 
celebrated in chapter ten of this work, furnish 
the favorite residences of the superior anivum, 
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and are uniTenally venerated. It miut not be 
supposed that they worehip the fish, altboa|:h a 
superficial obaervei might bo imagine; and the 
preBerration of the diatinction between the wor- 
diip of the animan and their visible lepretenta- 
tives is creditable proof of their sagacity, and <^ 
the industry of their priests in their vocation. 

(As among all savages, the priests are also 
doctors ; and almost all their remedies are spella 
and incantations.^ They have, to be sure, as a 
tmiTersal specific, a mixture of cocoa>nul oil and 
eurry. The dose is measured and mixed in the 
palm of the doctor's hand; and is administered 
externally as well as internally, the whole body 
of the patient being smeared with it. This uni- 
form prescription for all diseases serves better for 
savages, whose ulments are all of a similar type, 
proceeding from similar causes, than the specifics 
of the British Hygeian College of Health can 
possibly serve for the thousand diseases which 
flesh is heir to nnder the abuses of civilization. 
The natives generally attain a good old age; and 
even if a patient does occasionally slip his wind 
under the simple quaekery of the priest, we must 
forbear to censure Au practice, till the civilized 
world shall cease to build up the fortunes of 
empirics, by baying one nostrum for all diseases. 

The Edyomet sits beside the mat of his patient, 
with his legs crossed like a Turk or a tailor, tub- 
bing his hands slowly upon each other, and upon 
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his l^B, alternately, after the maimer of a " Pease* 
porridge* hot!' solo, with Tariations. This motion 
is accompanied with a Bolemn chanting, the biu- 
den of which ia a guttural "e-e-e-ah !" " o-o-o-ah \" 
commenced slow, and snapped off short, aa the 
hands reach the knees, or are taken apart. The 
subject of their chant is, of couibc, a particular 
•application to the tutelar genius of the aafierer, 
and to the whole family of genii incidentally. 

The sick-room is always crowded with the 
liiends of the patient, and air is carefully ex- 
cluded. He is pronounced dead as soon as he 
ceases to notice those about him, but before respi- 
ration ceases. As soon as it is supposed that the 
seal of death is set, a pyramid of bodies is formed 
upon the dying person, by those present, who 
throw themselves upon the body, each anxious 
to embrace, or, at the least, touch some part of it. 
There is n^aally a furious struggle, those in the 
rear catching the first who throw themselves 
upon the mat by the heels and pulling them 
back. The poor su&rer, beneath this tiring 
hecatomb to his memory, must die of sufibcation. 
During all the time a deafening howl is raised 
by the whole oompanyr some thing after the man- 
ner of the Irish, only that Hibernians have the 
grace to wait till a man's breath is out of his 
body before they commence to " wake him." 
<After this first rude embracing has ceased, the 
patient is usually entirety dead ; but cases have 
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oecnnred, I am compelled to believe, when sufiei- 
en, etil) living, have been buried^ Before buria], 
the defunct is made to leave " p. p. c. cards " at 
the houses of all his connections and friends in 
the village, bein^ carried from but to hut on the 
shoulders. At each house the procession tame* 
about ten minutes, and the same outcry is made 
as in the dying room. It is the invariable custom 
to bury the body before the next sunset; unless 
death occurs within a very short time of night, 
in which case the interment is postponed to the 
next day. 

With no other protection for the body than a 
roll of mats, it is buried about three feet below 
the surface of the earth. All the persons present, 
except those who place the body in the earth, 
r«nain in a sitting posture, and weep and bowl 
till the body is covered, when they leave the spot. 
The seaswi of aotive mourning lasts about twelve 
days. On some of the islands in the gronp there 
are stated places for burial ; on others, the dead 
body is buried near the hut which it occupied 
while living. If a male, a paddle from his canoe 
is buried with him; if a female, her spindle or 
distaC Over the grave a small hut is built, in 
which the nearest surviving restive sleeps for 
five or six nights ; after which it is taken down : 
a beautiful proof of afiection in its holiest sim- 
plicity! The mourners, male and female, except 
chiefs and their funilies, cut off their hair, but 
do oot maim or disfigure their bodies. 

• t-"3l' 



tS8 

Another part of the ceremony is a piece of 
mununery got up, by the priests — no le«b than a 
personation of the character of the g'host of the 
deceased, by one of theii number. Be the dead 
male or female, old or young, his ghost was in- 
variably of the masculine gender, and of years 
enough not to be frightened should he meet a 
brother ghost in the night. This personage 
parades the village for five or six nights after the 
burial, with a spear in his hand. There is no 
pretence that the walking gentleman is indted 
the spirit of the departed ; It is a sort of testimo- 
ny of respect to the memory of the deceased. 

There is upon the island of Nutt a grave-yard. 
It stands upon the shore, so near the water that 
at high tides it is flowed; it is inclosed by a 
strong stone-wall, and filled with cocoa-nnt trees, 
the iruit of which is seldom if ever disturbed. It 
is a custom to plant over each grave a cocoa-nut 
tree, and,'beside the paddles baiied with the de- 
ceased, to lay one or more near his grave. Once 
a year, at low tide, these were t^en out, each 
by a descendant of the form^ owner, and all the 
inhidiitants of the island walked in procession 
round the inclosuie. The procession bore do 
funeral aspect ; the persons forming it were deco- 
rated with flowers, and in their g«la dresses, aad 
fiowera were placed upon the graves. This cere- 
mony, like all others, is under the snperiaMi- 
denee of the Edyomcts, and in the proceasion 
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tltey walked next the Moonjobe. .Titui does 
every part of the cpnduct and obseirancea of th# 
islandera tend to a rev^^nce for ancestry ; and 
ihe strength of the governmeat is ao baaed on 
hereditary rank, and perfect order and obserrance 
of piecedeat, that nothing leas than an entire 
change in their religiouB belief and in their cua> 
loms can produce a revolution. The custom of 
burial in yards is only practised upon Nutt and 
two other islands in the gronp; upon all others, 
and even upon Nutt in isolated instances, the 
patriarchal cuBtom of laying a man down in his 
own " field " being pte&ned. The usual time of 
mourning is about a month, and during that 
period there is every day a stated hour for weep- 
ing — that upon which the friend died. 

The order of successton to the property and 
rank of the defunct has already been spoken 
of. With his estate the heir inherits the incnm- 
branoe of the maintenance of the former proprie- 
tor's wires, children and dependents. No court 
of pTohate, no legal quarrels ensue. Where each 
man is, in a sense, a lawyer, and perfectly ac- 
quainted with the condition of the deceaaedt and 
the simple rules by which his efiects are to he 
arranged, there is no possible manner in which a 
person can di^uise fraud in attemptii^ tatake 
powession of what is not his by inheritance. It 
b seldtnn if ever attempted ; being a crime not 
only against the individual wronged, but af^nst 
IS 
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the whole ialsiid populatioa ; having a tendency 
to Bubvert and nndermine the institutions ov^ 
which Moonjobs, Edyometa and Jerejohs watch 
with jealouay. The proportion of the white or 
npper claaaes is as eight in twenty of the popula- 
tion ; the othei twelve being Nigurts, or slaves. 
Of the ariBtocracy one in eight are Moonjobs," 
and of the Jerejohs one sixth are {^esta. With 
Ale advantage of power, tradition, and supersti- 
tion OD their aide, the priests and Moonjobs easily 
control the Jerejohs, who derive whatever power 
they possess from the same order of things that 
places another class still above them. The 
knowledge that union lEmeeessary to control the 
slaves, and of the fact that the priests represent 
their order in the government, makes the Jerqobs 
usist in maintaining a system, the least infrac- 
tion of which would set an example to the Ni- 
gurts, ruinous to their masters. 

To return to the treatment of the sick. It is a 
common and very jodicious mode of commencing 
the course of island practice, to remove the snf- 
feiet from place to place by the canoe, in easy 
Bt^es, and try upon him the efiect of change <A 
air and scenery, while he can yet bear the jonr- 
nejrin^. This course is, in very many cases, a 
preventive of fixed dieeaae, and is infinitely better 
than to wait until a complaint becomes aeated, 
and then travel, when the only object possible to 
be gained is its amelioralion. I am unable to 
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<deBeribe the difiei«nt characters {d all the ialand 
diseases, or even to enumerate them by their 
native names. The variety is, however, small. 
The fevers generally art similar, and of the die- 
eases pecoliar to, civilized conntries they have 
none, of course. Elephantiasis, or something 
very lilce it, is sometimes seen upon the islands, 
and the remedy the natives univeisally apply is 
worse than the disease. It is their practice to 
pass a stick burned to a coal, and all alive with 
fire, over the affected limb, keeping it near enough 
to scorch, but not actually touching the flesh. 
Eruptions of the skin of the face, and soreness 
of the mouth, frequent during some seasons, 1 
attributed to their practice of eating bread-fruit, 
' which, deposited in the earth for keeping, had 
become impregnated with some mineral or other 
poisonous quality. Their food is simplst and 
their scrupulously cleanly habits and frequent 
ablutions are sufficient almost to insure an immu- 
nity from disease. Twice or thrice a day, men, 
women and children of the upper castes bathe 
themselves. For cleanliness they bathe in fresh 
water, each caste having its own bathing place, 
into which it is a crime for one of a lower order 
to step. When swimming they do not move in 
the water like us, but take the dog's short pad* 
dling for a model. 

After I had some time resided with them, I 
happened accidentally to feel a sick man's pulse. 
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This VM noted by tbe obaerrant oatives, and I 
vas called upon to explain what it meant, and 
why I did it. I gave them the best illuBtralion 
in my power, beating time to ehov them how 
faat the pulse ehonid beat, and telling them that 
any thing; faster or any thing slower was " no 
good." The beating of the pulae at the wrists 
was a remarkable discovery to them ; all the old 
women, and indeed all the young, made a dive at 
the wrists of every one when first snspected of ill 
health. Gnce on the scent, they followed it, and 
detected the throbbing of the temples ; bo if there 
was not room enough at the wrists for all exami- 
ners, a portion would settle on his head. It was 
really amusing to see how like civilized people 
they could ride a hobby^ to death. Inquiries 
ceased. As phrenologists are said to read a 
man^ whole character without other data to 
proceed upon than the external developments 
upon his head, so the native professors of the new 
art of pulse-feeling wished only to find rest for 
Ibe finger on the patient's body. He or she 
would find rest only when the tormentors were 
asleep ; the sleep of the patient being of too little 
consequence to interrupt the medical examina* 
tions of the thousand friends. 

An islander sick is an object ghastly enough. 
With the smearing I have described, his original 
sallow face is resplendent in ghastliness. The 
accompanying objects, the gloomy visages of the 
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atfendaDts, and their howling uid moaning, give 
such Bcenes a character gloomy as the most in- 
veterate old-lady loTer of sorrow, rendered doubly 
sorrowAil by exaggeration and anticipation, conld 
desire. If possible, I was always called to pio- 
noonce whether a patient would live or die ; and 
by caution in prononncing judgment, and care in 
forming it, my word, as I gained experience, was 
considered with the islanders life or death to the 
patient. By a favorable opinion, confidently 
pronounced, I question not I saved many lives, 
as the natives would redouble their eflbrts when 
hope was encouraged, and the patient's imagina- 
tioii) thus relieved, would assist the recovery. 
16* 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Music. — Lightening labor.— No war soiigs,'~Sii)ginf in 
canoe-house. — Subjects of songs. — Connection of music 
with Iheirinstitutions.— Instruments.— Time in dancing. 
— Star-gazing. — War of seldom occurrence. — Fnnish- 
ment irf crimes, — Character. — Eitenuailon of their pro- 
pensity to [Blfer iron, etc. — Peraont and feunrei. — 
Dress. — Ornanients. — Niguns. — Visit to Hand.^ — To Po- 
keen, or Wellington Island. — Character and customs of 

that island. — Visit from comrades Attempted eicnr- 

siou. — A spy. — Pursnil. — Canoe smashed.— Unpleasant 
eiception against Mr. O'Connell.— Disagreeable uncer- 
tainty Inglorious return Laawni's ji:y Island Icig- 

siog. — -Ahoundel's .half-apology. — Laowni's rerenge 
□poQ Namadow. 

Wb have already remarked thaythe natives have 
a very accurate ear for music. The priesiB have 
their religious howliogs, but other men seldom 
eing, except to relieve labor, or while dancing. 
In hollowing out a canoe, the workmen strike 
together, singing the while; and in polishing 
there is the same attention to concert in motion. 
The oarsmen, or rather paddlemen, in canoes 
move together to songs. There are however do 
war songs, other than such as a civilized nation 
may have, commemorative of the feats of conn- 
trymen in arms. 

Ooogl. 



D'CONNELL'S ADVENTOfiEa. , . 175 

Tbe women are very fond of singing, and do 
not, like the men, confine their vocal exereieee to 
laboi and dances. A favorite arrangemeDt is to 
seat a hundred or more in the canoe-bonse, with 
stripe of dry, strong bu^ from knee to knee, on 
which, at certain points in the song, they strike 
their bands together, the men rentaimng silent 
auditors./ The snbjects of these songs were, thfiir 
ancestors or the animan ; the stars and conslelta- 
tions, of which the natives are attentiye watchers, 
and for which they have names ; their bread-frdit, 
dogs, fish ; and sometimes they would chant for 
hours a bare catalogue of the names of their 
chiefs and their possessionay One sons' ^ rccol' 
lect c^ebiated the barking of a dog on board of 
some vessel which bad visited them. So simple 
a circumstance was an event, as the reader is 
already aware of their afiection for the canine 
race. The figure-head of a vessel wbicb bad 
drifted ashore, and waa preserved by the natives 
in the canoe-honse at Nntt, was tbe subject of 
another song. It waff a bust of a female figure, 
and aliung with it they had stored the arm of a 
figure bn^en, probably, from the stern ornamentB 
of some vessel. Another was the commemora- 
tion of a man riding a dog, which, upon my in- 
quiry, proved to be Neptune, or some other 
ancient worthy, figuring with his establishment 
on a vessel's stem. 

/Sittjptig is, like tattooing, an important method 
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of perpettutting the hiatoiy and fame of the islaad, 
ancient ariatocracy, religion, and tradition^ In 
general chaiacter tending to the perpetuity of 
Iheii institutiona, there are still songa in which 
the lighter matter of love is introduced; bnt 
these are foroonTivial meetings of afew — prirate 
jagpv boutSj^^The musical iaBtruraents in nse 
are only two, and rude in make — a drum, and a 
description of pipe, or fife. The drum is made 
by stretching a fiah-skin over a hollowed log, and 
the fife has three finger holes, and is blown by 
Ihe nostrils, instead of the mouth of the player. 
'l^J'or war trumpets they use shells, or conchesf 
Hy comrade Keenan's instruments were, beside 
these, as a German flute to a penny whistle, and 
die admiration of the natives at his " executioa" 
was nnbounded. 

Night dances in the canoe-houae were without 
other light than that of the moon or the stars, 
entmng at the large door. Standing np in rows, 
as has already beep described, their dancing was 
mere stamping in tin:^ to the singing, and the 
precision with which they struck together their 
paddles was truly astonishing. Moonlight nights 
were always improved, if not for dancing, for 
singing. The natives are passionate admirers 
of the study of the heavens, and will even sit 
alone and watch some particular star. 

These are indeed a happy people. War, as in 
all primitive nations, is with them an occasional 
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occupation and a glory, but it ie by no mesM a 
propensity ; occurring less often than among na- 
tions fdio have the technicalities of written trea- 
ties to quarrel about. The goTemment, while it 
is esact and unchangeable in its requirements, 
being secure and based on the habits of the peo- 
ple, offers them no unwelcome innovations, and 
finds few bad subjects. Prompt in the visiting 
of punishments upon all offenders, however pow- 
erful, the idea of resistance to it seldom is con- 
ceived; hot when conceived, the whole strength 
of the people goes with the chiefs to suppress it. 
The government is on oligarchy, where the power 
is so divided and subdivided that some chief can 
take cognizance of every man's conduct; and 
minor faalts are punished by the petty chiefs as 
^bon as committed. A dig in the flesh with a 
shell, a blow with a stone from a sling, or a knock- 
down with a club, the offender daring not to re- 
sist, tells the whole story of trial, conviction, and 
punishment. No petty chief can inflict death; 
and all the worse crimes, except adultery, are 
punished by crushing the head with stones, burn- 
ing the body of the executed malefactor and 
strewing his ashes to the winds, or by throwing 
his carcass to the dogs. 

In character, after about five years' residence 
with them, I pronounce them hospitable, saga- 
cious, and benevolent. Vindictiveness of charac- 
ter is no more a universal trait of their character 
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than of any other nation living between or about 
the same degrees of latitude. They are tidy in 
appearance and in thought, aflable and pleasant 
in manners, delicate in conversation before women 
and children, and critical in their knowledge, so 
fat as it goes, particularly in their pronunciation 
of the language. They are accused, in common 
with other South Sea Islanders, of being thievish. 
As far as these people are concerned, I can answer 
for them, that they have not even an idea of bar- 
ter. The land is parcelled out in " entails," and 
is nominally the property of its holders, but no 
person would go hungry by another's food, and, 
except trinkets and little valuable articles of 
" personal property)" no one would think of with- 
holding his possessions from the needy. They, 
like all other people, value articles by the esti- 
mation ia which the owner holds them ; and 
deeming that such things as they most covet are 
held, on account of their abundance, in least es- 
teem among the English or Americans, they take 
them, as a miser would appropriate a pin, a 
button, or a nail, in the street. I have asked 
them the question why they stole from vessels, 
and have found it diiBcult to convince them that 
such conduct was more than a trifling error — a 
mere taking of a " liberty." They reasoned that 
their visiters have every thing in useless abun- 
daWK, and every thing better than themselves, 
and could not miss what was taken ; judging it 



. 179 

ao more difficult for ahipB to replace aiticloB lost, 
than for themeelveB to obtain any island comtn*o< 
dity. The restitution to myself and [Comrades 
of our little property, even to our knives — jewels 
in their sight — id proof of their honesty where 
they are Eensible of the need and justice of such 
a viitoe. 1 do not say that there are not excep- 
tions, that they are without exception this ex- 
cellent, conscientious people, as I had myself a 
difficulty with one Namadow, a Jerejoh. fellow, 
who stole my Icnife. Ranking as a chief, I took 
restitution into my own hands, striking him when 
1 saw the knife in his possession. Though he 
dare not resent the blow, he held the stolen pro- 
perty, till Ahoundel compelled him to restore it. 
la person the Moonjobs and Jerejohs are about 
what we call the " middle size," and erect in their 
persons and carriage, except when ceremony re- 
quires abasement. In features they resemble the 
Mongolian race, having high cheek bones and 
broad faces. The hair of males and females ia 
black, long, and flowing, and aofter than is usual 
10 Indians. 1 Upon the head both sexes wear a 
conical hat, with no rim. The men wear a mat 
made of bleached cocoa-nut leaves, atruDg to- 
getiier. Beneath it is a sash of soft fibres wound 
about the waist and loins, and over it a sash of 
gaudy red, the quality and arrangement of it 
denoting rank. The women's dress is a msdi 
closer mat, manufactured with care and skill from 
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the cocoB-nut bark. Sometimes tt "Isgow" or 
mat is worn, like the " ponoho " of the CbilitiiiB, 
on the shoulders, with a hole in th* centre through 
which the head is thrust. Passionately food of 
flowers, the women wear them in their hair and 
in their ears, perforating the latter for that purr 
pose. The only pigment ever applied to the Oeeh 
is the oil of the cocoa-nut, with a little of some 
powder resembling curry ; and their very frequent 
ablutions prevent any thing ofienaive in this. 
Like all Indians they are fond of beads, and 
manufacture them from white stones, found on 
the beach, spending a day upon one. They chew 
nothing like the ", betel" of the Malays, but keep 
the teeth white and Glean.| None of these leoiarks 
apply to the Nigurts, who are as filthy as de- 
graded ; their dress is coarser, and their skin 
rough and unpleasant to the touch. 

With these people, after George and I had be- 
come habituated to their customs, and learned to 
appreciate their character, we resigned ourselves 
to circumstances, and were content, in the absence 
of almost all hope of escape, to be happy. In 
about a year from our arrival, Ahoundel grew a 
little less cautious about our wandering ; a forced 
remission of care, as we had become too well 
acquainted with the people to believe them all 
cannibals. Still he insisted upon our being (k- 
quently in his company. The difficulty with 
Laowni, detailed in a preceding chapter, my 
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&thsi-ia-law's conduct in which he was, I sua- 
pect, instigated by Namadow, left my situation not 
quite so pleasant as before. Aboundel seemed 
inclined to repair his harshness with over affec- 
tion, and it was with much difficulty Geoi^ and 
{ obtained permission to leave Nutt even for 
twenty-four hours. 

Outside the reef which bounds Bonabee are 
two islands, onecalled by the natives Hand, about ' 
twenty miles distant, the other Pokeen, about 
sixty miles distant. The latter, called on the 
charta Wellington Island, is inhabited ; Hand u 
not. The inhabitants of Wellington Island re- 
semble those of Bonabee, except that they are 
addicted to cannibalism, a practice which is un- 
known on Bonabee, except, perhaps, so far as 
tasting an enemy's heart goes. Hand is visited 
tor its cocoa-nuts, which are very abundant. 
Keenan and myself visited it once, and found it 
bounded by a reef, through which there is but one 
passage. Beche le mer was deposited in large 
quantities upon the sand at low tide. We were 
detained by a storm longer than we bargained 
for, being weather-bound ten days. 

Upon Wellington Island we remained nearly 
six months. The language was essentially the 
same as at Bonabee, the customs similar; the 
three castes of people also existed there. It is 
oftener visited by vessels than Bonabee, as the 
Ute of iron hoop, an officer's ooat, and other nrti- 
16 
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des in the possession of the natives proved. 
Becbe le mer and tortoise shell were plentiful; 
the latter in possession of the islanders, and the 
former neglected from aa igaorance of the tnethod 
and means to cur« it. 

The natives of Wellington Island are in the 
hahit of frequently visiting Bonabee, bringing 
presents of mats, froit and other articles; and it 
was upon the return of a party from Wellington 
that we visited their ialand. The inhabitants of 
Bonabee hardly reciprocate these visits, aa their 
canoes are less adapted for the open sea than 
those of Wellington Island, and they ere also \em 
skilful mariners. I did not believe, till my visit, 
that the natives of Wellington Island were canni- 
bals ; then I had ocular demcmstration. It seemed 
with them an ungovernable passion, the victims 
being not only captives, but presents to thechieb 
from parents, who appeared to esteem the accep- 
tance of their children, for a purpose so horrid, an 
honor. Wellington Island, laid down on the 
chart as one, is, in foct, three islands, bounded by 
a reef. One of them is inhabited, and the other 
two are uninhabited spots, claimed by different 
chiefs, as if to afford pretext for war, and the 
gratification of theii hoirible passion for human 
flesh. 

Shortly after ourretorn firom Pokeen, or Wel- 
lington Island, QUI four comrades, Johnson, Bray- 
ford, Thompcon and Williams, paid us a visit, as 
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had been their occasional cuBtom. At these 
meetings we sparred, danced, sung, and converB- 
ed in English, relating to each other onr various 
experience and.diacoveri^ in the language of the 
peopJe, and their character. The reader may 
well imagine.we enjoyed these opportunities to 
revive old associations, and speculate upon the 
chances of our escape from Bonabee. 

Upon this occasion my comrades proposed to 
George and me that we should leave Nutt, and 
spend a twelvemonth with them, dividing the 
time with the different chiefs with whom they 
were quartered, and devoting the first month to 
an excursion from island to island. This propo- 
sal was eagerly embraced by us. I had frequently 
expressed to Ahoundel a wish to the same efiect, 
giving as a reason my weariness of the monotony 
of an abode npon one island, but he nniformly 
refused his consent. My visit to Wellington 
Island was protracted, by the strength of the 
north-east trades, much beyond his pleasure, and 
although I was an involuntary absentee, and of 
course not liable to blame, that long absence had 
BO proved the need of my presence to him, that it 
made him averse to my going from his sight : a 
fatherly solicitude that was horribly annoying. 
Knowing therefore the certain answer to an ap- 
plication for leave of absence, I determined to 
take liberty without. What I fancied a good 
opportunity soon ofiered. Ahoundel and hk 
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whole household, and connections, launched the 
csnoes for an excuiBion ot visit. I was excoMii 
from the partjr on account of the presence of ray 
friends, wha declined accompanying AhoondeL 
When they were fairly off, we stepped into the 
canoe, but had hardly got under weigh, wh«t a 
rascally Niguft, who had eridently been watching 
US, shoved his canoe ofi^ and paddled befine us 
like lightning, sboviag, or rather poltDg his canoe 
over the shallowB, and worlcing like a wiodBiill 
in a gals with his atngle paddle in the deep, watei. 
When he reached a creek or inlet, into whieh we 
knew Ahoundel had turned, he shot up the open^ 
ing, and we began to see his intention, and the 
meaning of the hoohooing be had kept up as he 
preceded ub. In a few moments we saw thv 
canoes of Ahoundel in punnit. We used paddles 
and sail, and cracked on, esteeming it more a 
frolic than any thing else. As we hod the start, 
and the canoes of the islands differ bnt little in 
speed, it was nearly two hours before they had 
neared us enough to be within hailing distance. 
They then commenced fair promises if we would 
stop, offering ua fish, and bread-fruit, and yams, 
and using all the logic of persuasion of which 
they were capable. Still we cracked on; hut 
Ahoundel's canoe at length shoved alongside of 
ta, upon the weather or outrigger side, and we 
gave up the race as nseless. My friend Naniadow 
was the first to lay hold of the outrigger, and 
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gave UB the first intimatiCn of their rough intoa- 
thaiSfby endf^aToring to capsize ub. We hung to 
iriodwardto trim the boat, and finding hie Btrangth . 
ineffectual to upset it, he had the brazen impu- 
dence to climb on the platform with the iidentioB 
to board us. In the' heat of the moment I ad- 
miDiBtered a settler with my fist, which knocked 
him into the water. Then half a dozna of the 
Indftuia laid.hoM of our outrigger at once, and 
esteeming it useless to sftuggle against such 
odds, we all jumped out of the canoe. Others 
of Ahoandel's fleet had by this time gathered 
around us, and the Indiana commenced beating 
us with the flat aides of the paddles whenever we 
showed our heads. Our canoe was smashed to 
smithereens, and my comrades were allowed to 
cltmb into others in the fleet, without much beat- 
ing ; indeed, they were assisted iu ; lint I did not 
fare so well. Ahoundel made frequent feints 
with hia spear, and so did others, but not one 
was thrown, nor had any person any sndi mur- 
dAvai intention; as i afterwards learned their 
orders were to lighten and beat, but not to hurt : 
a conaoling circumstance, of which I had not 
then the benefit,' but considered myself a case. 
During all this time my father-in-law was up- 
braiding me with my ingratitude, reminding me a 
q{ my rank, connectibns, wife, and the benefite 
he bad heaped upon me. I protested my purpose 
was only to make an excursion with the ibtention 
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to return. The puddle pounding had ceased aftar 
Ute first lude attack, and this conversatiom ms 
earned on, or rather hia scolding, while I wa» 
eyaing the speua, and dodging in anticipation 
of the expected blows. I made sereral attempto 
to cMmb into Ahoundel's canoe, but my paiticu- 
for friend, who had by this time been fished out 
of the water, rapped my fingers with his paddle 
«s soon as they clasped the gunwale. The fleet, 
■which had received additions from Nutt, of peo- 
ple who came out from curioBity, seeing the fray, 
now turned toward Nutt again, and Jem Aroche, 
Mooojob as he was, was fain to crawl into the 
canoe of a Nigurt, and return to the house of 
fais father. My shipmates accompanied me, and 
Ahoundel, satisfied that I should not repeat my 
attempt to escape, proceeded on his excursion. 
I should ha.ve mentioned, that no womea accom- 
panied our pursuers, as the precaution was taken 
to set them ashore before the boats started in 
pursuit. 

Three or four days passed before Ahoundel and 
his party returned. During that time I had am- 
ple opportunity for refleetioB, and eame to the 
conclusion, that, considering the stealthy circunq- 
stances under which I left Nutt, the chief had 
reason for his jealousy of me. Nay, I could not 
help actcnowledging lo myself that my puni^- 
ment was not altogether undeserved, as my treat- 
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meat of my father had, to sajr the leaat, been 
MthandsoBie. 

When t)ie party returned, Laowni immediat^y 
sought me i^ion landing, u she had heard vague 
rumors. of my adventure, and was not sure that I 
was not killed. She was ore^oyed to see me, 
rubbed her nose against mine, (think of that for 
a method of kissing, ladies!) threw herself on my 
neck, and fairly wept tears of joy at my safety. 
Aboundel himself made a sort of half apology, 
and excused himself by recapitulating the suspi- 
cious circumstances against me. Laowni was 
clamorous in her complaints of my treatment, 
and even appealed to her father by asking him 
how he would hke such usage if he was a stranger 
in London. 

Laowni questioned all the partieulars of the 
attack out of me, and worked herself into snch a' 
rage with Namadow, the Mend who stiu6k my 
hand, that she ran up to him, and struck him 
with her codjic, or small wooden knife, tt wae> 
a lerere 1>low, too, she dealt him, doing her sa- 
vage notions of friendship more credit than her 
sex. He had no refuge but flight, being a Jere- 
joh; and the others, who had been busiest in 
abusing meat the time of the encounter, noticing 
the reoonciliation with Ahoimdel, did not after- 
ward venture into the canoe-house when I wai 
present, till they imagined they had propitiate) 
me with presents. Ahoundel was much bette 
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pleased with Laon'ni'B attack upon Namadow 
than 1 was. He called het "brave" for it; not 
eictictly to her face, but as any father among tu 
would rcLtfaer commend than regret the pranliB 
of a spoiled child; for such was Laowni, his only 
daughter. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

XiBsiDg,— various meiliads. — Bonabee cnsiom. — Effect of 
Laovmi's blow on Numadow, — Apology for Laovni bf 
analogy from hisloricBl instances and ciTiliied cnstoms. 
— Visit of oni Mends. — Conrersatiou vith the luuivei. 
— IllBBlrati<niB of geography. — Mode of dunning island 
popalation. — White woman. — Names bestowed on chie& 
by Mr. (VConnell. — Boiing. — Tobacco. — Imitation. — 
Baillety.— Mats for beds, — Rals — their Ironblesome at 
lenliona.— Interior arrangement of houses. — Empjoy- 
ment . — Becreations. — -Messages— how despatched . — 
Face of the islands, — Froit. — Flowers. — Animals.— 
Fowls. — Cock'&ghiii^. — Commercial ptoJucts. 

Kissing ia the univennl token of a£ection, every # 
nation under the sun Having some variety oi the 
inteteating ceremony; and even the b^te creation 
thew some indications that the practice is not 
the exclusive attribute of reason. The dog kissea 
his master's hand or face, in his own way; and 
there are lovers of.hors«6eth who would chal- 
lenge one who should assert that diere is not a 
hoTBe-ldsB as well as a horae-lurgh. The modern 
Gieek belles kiss with (heir eyelids; the Spanish 
eoqnette kisses her fan from the balcony; onr own 
damsels, British or Yankee, have an honest meet- 
ing of lipa with the person saluted. The ancients 
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were in the hnbit of throwing their kisses to the 
moon oir nars ; the Laplanders press their noses 
firmly togethei; while many of the South Sea 
Islanders, and among them the BonabeeanB, are 
content with a gentle, titillating, thrilling meet- 
ing of thenaaal protuberances. Thus it was, as 
stated in the last chapter, that Laowni saluted 
me after my escape from the tender mercies of 
Namadow; but the reader is, perhaps, arguing 
from her rude treatment of that person that her 
temper could not have been uniformly gentle. 
Namadow was bo severely wounded by her, that 
his death, occurring within a couple of months, 
was attributed to the combined effects of his 
bodily injury and his shame at being putuahed 

"What a savage !" the lady reader will exclaim. 
' Gently, gently, madam ; have the charity to ana- 
pend judgment till you have heard my plea in 
exteniiatioDt Let us look for parallel examples 
among civilized nations ; in royal families first, 
if you please, for was not Laowni a princess! 
Elizabeth of England boxed the eare of the Coun- 
tess of Nottingham on' her death-bed, for cansing 
the death of a favorite. Shall we aay that Ghrb- 
tian England, in the days of good Queen Bess, 
was less civilized than pagan Bonabee? The 
death of Mary Que^n of Scots ; the death war- 
rants signed by Mary of England; the female 
influence in the Massacre of St. Bartholomew; 
." CooyL 
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the ladies who fonoed applauding portions of the 
spectators of chivaliic combats of mitrance; the 
ladies who, eren now, grace the ring of admirers 
of the Spanish buU-fights; the womeQ who looked 
on nnmoved at the procession preparatory to an 
auto-de-fe, nay, who even witnessed the horrible 
immolation of the victims of saperatitioa ; — shcdl 
we, in view of these historical relniniscences, — 
not a tithe of what might be quoted, — denounce 
Laowni .for an act which spoke the affectionate 
wife as clearly as the impetuous Indian girl, un- 
restrained by the influence of civilization? The 
same promptings of the heart in its warmth 
would, among us, only have induced a wife to 
urge her husband to legal protection and redress. 
Laowni had the law in her own hands, and only 
performed summarily what a Christian woman 
near the throne would have done by influence. 

Our shipmates lengthened their visit some days 
after their capture under the apparently suspi- 
cions circumstances of Fanning away with George 
and me. Ahoundel had the justice to present 
them with a new canoe, the civility to invite them 
to prolong their visit, and the delicacy to restore 
their property so soon after the explanation, that 
their visit, could not seem a detention, fiwced by 
the lack of means to escape. Not the l^ast in* 
teresting among our occupations and amusements 
on the islands was conversation with the natives, 
and watching the avidity with which they twal- 
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lowed whatever we told them, and the dexterity 
with which they applied tiie information tbna 
gained to the improTement of their aits ; always 
excepting when it iatarfned with sudi part of 
their oustoms as were based on their ratigioa. 
It was a. practice with os to impress their minds 
with an idea of the power of the chiefe of Eng- 
land and America. We told them of musketry 
and of cannons, but nerer, with the guns in oui 
hands, could convince them that those guns were 
the death-dealing ei^nes, of whioh, from tradi- 
tion, they had some idea. Our powder was all 
spoiled in the boat, before we landed. 

In illnstrating get^^aphy to my adult sc^olare, 
I drew, upon bark, a rou^ skeleton outline of 
Amerioa, large, a small spot for England, and to 
shsw them the con^aiative sise of their own 
islands, a -small dot. This however would not 
suffice to make them understand, till they inquir- 
ed how many days' journey it required to go 
round America and England. To the first I as- 
signed an indefinite time, very, very long — too 
many days to be counted. My inquirers ivould 
cluck, clock, in astonishment. England (not to 
let her appear too insignificant} I bounded by a 
year's travelling, the name England comprising 
the three kingdoms. They would then revert to 
their own speck in the ocean, almost increduloos 
to the statement that other inhabited spots bo 
mueh exceeded it in size. Small an is thur ter- 
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ritory, it is very thickly peopled, however. As 
it never entered into my head that, uncertain as 
was my escape horn the island, my observations 
would ever appear ia print, on this subject, as on 
many others, I am unable to give accurate infor- 
mation respecting numbers. Emigration is re- 
sorted to when the population becomes too dense 
for comfortable subsistence ; a practice which is 
not peculiar to Bonabee over other South Sea 
Islands. When it becomes certain that such a 
step is necessary, a number of the natives, with 
their wives and children, take to their canoes, 
victualled as liberally as the boats will bear, 
and trust to chance for a harbor or a landing. 
No such dismission took place during my resi- 
dence, but my information was gathered from the 
statements of the natives, and is corroborated by 
the fact that canoes have been picked up at sea 
with Datives in them. Upon one of the Bonabee 
group I saw and conversed with an old man, the 
last survivor of a party who came to the island, 
years before, exiles from their original homes. 
It will be readily supposed that emigrants are 
always froin the lower or poorer classes. 

Among other objects of curiosity on the group, 
we found one no less a miracle with the natives 
than with ourselves. It was a woman, from 
some freak of nature's, perfectly white. She was 
frequently visited by the natives of other islands 
than that upon which she resided, her fame beint* 
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spread all over the group. In features she re- 
sembled the Mongolian, but her complexion would 
have been clear beside loaay European women. 
Pretty, she was upon that account visited, and, 
aware of her personal advantages, as proud of 
them as any regularly trained coquette. 

Each of us having an island name, we returned 
the compliment by dubbing our hosts with titles, 
which they always remembered, and wore with 
much pride. My father Ahoundel I called King 
George, apprizing him of the rank of the poten- 
tate for whom I had named hira. Wajai, chief 
of Matalaleme, upon hearing of the new title of 
his friend, made an implied demand upon my 
civility for a title also, intimating that, as the 
name of the great English chief was appropri- 
ated, the next in my disposal was that of the 
chief of America. As the American " chiefs" 
change periodically, and it was impossible for 
me, so far from any post-town, to see the news- 
papers, I christened Wajai, Washington. 

Some of the islanders, seeing ua at our famed 
old English sport, hosing, insisted upon an initia- 
tion into "ithe art of manual defence." In this 
some of them became quite expert, but few vren 
philosophers enough to lake a blow with entire 
good humor. They could never quite learn to 
love tobacco, a few hands of which article, brought 
ashore in our bags, served us, with economy, for 
nearly a year. Fond of imitation, the women 
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and children could imitate some of the most sim- 
ple sounds of verses of songs which sometimes 
escaped us ; and a few of the most common 
phrases of a sailor's vernacular they learned by 
their frequent repetition, and would repeat with- 
out always knowing their meaning. In sarcasm 
and the handying of opprobrious epithets — in a 
plain word, " blackguarding" — they were very 
expert; generally, however, in good humor, as a 
quick perception of the ridiculous is a chaiacter- 
* istic of their minds, untutored though they are. 
Seldom resulting in quarrels, these little alterca- 
tions sometimes ended in the exchange of a blow 
or two with the small wooden knife or fish-shell. 
Chiefs, as before stated, deal summary punish- 
ment for all disturbances or infractions of order 
in their presence. I have more than once seen 
Ahoundel throw a spear or clnb at a native for 
merely standing or walking erect in his presence. 
During my whole residence on the island I 
farmed a part of the family of Ahoundel. At 
night we slept in the same apartment ; the houses 
seldom having any division, except, perhaps, ft 
small apartment for the storing of valuables. 
Mats were our only bed furniture, and these, 
removed in the morning, lefl the floor clean. 
During the night a small fire was kept alive for 
its light, in the place left for that purpose in the 
centre of the floor. By this a young girl slept, 
who occasionally replenished it, I have many 
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timeB been awakened by tbe calls of Aboiu^el to 
the girl whea she had permitted it to go entiteiy 
down. In the large houae the heat was not 
felt, of course, although it subjected- ns to some 
inconvenience from mosquitoes. The islands 
Bwarm wi^ rats, which sometimes, but rery sel- 
dom, are appropriated as an article of food ; and 
the natives appear to have no means of syste- 
niatically ridding themselves of so great a pest, 
though, as an amusement, they are sometimes 
dexterously caught with a noose. The little 
mischievous quadrupeds, emboldened by such a 
tacit immunity in mischief, run across the house 
in the daytime, as familiarly as flies ; but at nigfd 
their gambols were to me annoying, and almost 
frightful. They would nibble at the tough skin 
on. the soles of the feet, and even essay the fin- 
gers. No kicking would purchase deliverance 
longer than while the foot was in motion ; but I 
must do the little torments the justice to say 
that they dexterously avoided touching the quick. 
Having spoken of the sleeping arrangements, 
the other furniture of the bouses may be de- 
spatched in a few words. Beside the mats, there 
are only calabashes and cocoa-nut shells polished 
for holding liquids, and impromptu baskets mode 
of leaves and rushes, and used only once or twi«ei 
for holding food. Then there are the baskets 
which are the exclusive property of individuals, 
nude neatly and permanently, to contain the lit- 
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de et cetents belonging lo theii owners — the shell 
knives, coral and fiafa-ekin Tasps of the men, and 
the beads, knives, bone-tags or needles, etc. of the 
women. The walls were bung with the paddles, 
spears, and clubs of the men, and the women's 
weaving apparatus. These walls ate elaborately 
finished with twine, as is also the floor, the bam- 
boo sticks in the latter being of equal size. No 
particle of litter is permitted to remain about the 
house, the cleanliness of the natives in every 
particular being wonderful. Through the centre 
of the building nms a row of upright posts to 
support the peak of the roof, ail also grafted or 
netted with twine. The heavy cooking being 
done out of doors, or in the canop-house, there is 
too little smoke to stain the walls with more 
than a mellow brownness ; not enough to conceal 
the variegated colors of the twine. 

Day opens with bathing ; a neglect of so neces- 
sary and healthy a custom being sufficient, if not 
to deprive the offender of caste, to degrade and 
subject him to opprobriam. Food is taken light- 
ly and in small quantities, principally at the 
close of the day. The occupations of the males, 
beside those already stated, are the manufacture 
of lime from coral rock, red paint, beads, and 
other little matters. The weight of the labor, the 
reader is aware, is done by the Nignrts. Their 
diildren in their gambols tumished the natives 
sboBdant and interesting amusement, and their 
17* 
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iDsttuctian, occnpation and amnsement blended. 
Night was the season for recreation — the singing 
of the women; converaation, particularly with 
us ; dancing, or watching those women who are 
dancera, par excellence, almost by profession, be- 
ing famed for their grace or agility ; less however 
of the latter than the former. 

Messages are sent from one chief to another 
by means of leaves of a particular tree, the point? 
folded in differently to express different messages. 
I was led to notice this by some of the natives, 
wbo, noticing my attention to the Scottish Chiefs, 
produced a leaf, and folded it, to show me their 
UKthod of " talking at a distance ;" remarking 
of my book that it was " lah/a tola, mijiund," — 
"too much talk, not good;" their single leaf being 
"Iaiy« tioa-tic maayaWe," — "little talk, very 
good." 

The leaves, thus folded, I never could leam 
t« read) and in this obtuseness was behind the 
natives. Xheir messages would seem at first 
thought to be very limited in signifcation, but a 
refei^ioe to the volumes which may be spoken 
by telegraphic signals will correct such an opin- 
ion. Inclosed !n a plantain leaf and secured by 
twine, one of these primitive letters accompanies 
donations of presents and demands for them, 
.^larations ot war and promises of submission; 
in short, all the state despatches. No earth, qr 
«row4, or other palpable symbols accoropapy the 
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■aessage, the language of the leaf being sy elemati- 
oally arranged and understood. 

The face of these islands is monntainous and 
the land lather rocky, the most common descrip- 
tion being a bluish rock of a slatose formation. 
Brimstone is found in abundance; but of the 
mineralogical wealth or paucity of the islands I 
hare obtained no data upon which to speak. 
The islands are well watered and fertile, producing 
spontaneously the bread-fruit, cocoa-But, plantaiui 
Jumana, and mangroTe. There are beside a va- 
riety of nuts, and an inferior species of lime, at 
lemon. Agriculture is confined to the cultivation 
of the yam and Jt^w, the dranand for and value 
of the latter rendering pains in its production ne- 
cessary. Nataralists all know how important a 
&uit is the bread-fruit, and its siogular adapta- 
tLon to the wants of the natives of the eountries 
in which it is found. Fruit may be seen upon 
the same tree in all stages from the bud to dead 
maturity. It is gathered with a long stick with 
a forked end, with which it is twisted from the 
stem. When it ripens faster than it is censuia- 
cd> it is gathered, parcelled in leaves, and buried 
in the eai^b, being first prepared by the removal 
of the rind and seeds. It will thus keep for 
many months, and the natives prefer it to fruit 
jiut gathered, kneading it with oocoa-nut oil be- 
^n baking. Wild fJowera are abnndaat and 
g^ndy in color, bnt generally possess little Bar 
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grance. There is one, however, a little yellow 
bell, which is an exception, being very odorif^ 
rouB. The women string them upon vine tendtiU, 
passing the tendril through the bell, and thus 
make a wreath for the head or pendants for the 
ears, alike beautiful and fragrant. 

Fruit is common stock, though an occaeiona] 
wisp of twine or bark about a. tree marks it 
majorhom, not to be touched under the penalty 
of treBpassingi but yams, jagow, and dogs are 
private property, sacred to the use of their pro- 
prietors. The dogs furnish the only article ot 
flesh eaten, save an occasional rat, and ^re much 
coveted and cared for. Women nurse the pups 
at tbeii bieasts in case of the death of the natural 
parents of the little canine infants; nay, I believe, 
in some cases, to prevent the impoverishment of 
the mother dog before a feast, when her carcass 
may be in requisition. Dogs are not vldued for 
their docility or attachment to their masters; 
fiuniharity is discouraged ; so that they may be 
pronounced geperaJIy moet unsocial quadrupeds, 
and their " howl o' nights " is the most decidedly 
unmusical I ever happened to hear. These, with 
rats and mice, form their only quadrupeds, and 
one common name, with the qualifying adjec- 
tives lapalap, large, and ticatic, small, seFves for 
both. There are millions of lizards, a sprinkling 
of centipedes, of which latter the natives live ia 
some dread, bnt I do not recollect to have seen a 
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Rwke. The render is not hence to judge tlurt 
there are none, but that they are not sufficiently 
vatnarnvs, or veDomous enough to inspire tenor, 
md thence obBerration, 

Among the birds, parrots and paroquets id 
untold varieties are the most common. Thei« 
ue few singing hirds, and none very musical, the 
feathered race here, as in other tropical climeB, 
b^ng more gorgeous in phimage than musical in 
BODg. A species of pigeona, larger than our wild 
pigeons, but otherwise resembling them ; uid cooii- 
mon hens are plentiful. The first are, of course, 
indigenous ; the latter the natives state to have 
■prang from a pair of fowls presented to one of 
the chiefs by some people with moustaches, who 
came to the island in a big oanoe with one sti^k. 
They would seem to meui a sloop. It is possi- 
bte that such a craft might have visited them 
from some of the eastern Portuguese or Spanish 
settlements, but I have concluded from their 
answers to my questions, unoecessary to repeat 
here, that it must have been a Portuguese or 
Slpanisk schooner. One stick would give a sloop 
no bowsprit ; >o that it is quite as likely to have 
been a schooner as a sloop from the description, 
and more likely from other reasons. This visit 
was stated to have been made about forty years 
before my arrival. /The natives will eat no birds 
ef any description, nor will they kill them. They 
are ■majorhx/m to all classes/ The cocks and faena 
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are pets, preeerved and fed as things of fimns^ 
ment. What is a little singular, we found the 
natives up to cock-fighting, though they were not 
civilized enough to make bets upon the fowls, or 
to supply them with weapons in addition to those 
nature has given. George and myself often kilt- 
ed and cooked a fowl, but though we sometiuws 
persauded the natives to put a bit of the fiesh in 
their mouths, they would spit it out again vrith 
the greatest expression of disgust in their coun- 
tenances. 

Beche le mer, a sort of fish which is found upon 
rocks and the beach at low tide, and is cured 
upon other South Sea lelands for the Chinese 
market; and tortoise shell, form the principal 
articles for which these islands would be worthy 
of visit in a commercial view, although I cannot 
undertake to say that they are the only available 
products. The only good harbor for vessels is at 
Matalaleme, and without a pilot that would be 
difficult and dangerous to reach. How safe it 
would be now for an unarmed vessel to visit tbem, 
the reader will see from a subsequent part of my 
story. That they had been visited before is evi- 
dent, both irom the fowls and their traditions. 
That those traditions preserved some ungracious 
memory of the whites is clear from our first re- 
ception ; that they are capable of kindness after 
they are sure their visiters are weak or harmless, 
our treatment from them can testify. During 
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our TCBidence we had succeeded in giving them a 
favoTftble opinion of Europeans and Americans; 
how that opinion was corroboraUd by the first 
vessel which had ever anchored in their waters 
within their memory, I shall not here uiticipate 
my relation to state. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Eicnrsion commenced .^Viait lo Wajai-a^ocoich. — FInte 
— loijking-glass — taiiooing, serving as letters of intro- 
duction. — Wonderfttl discovery,— Island of Ruins. — Dt- 
Bcciption, — Fear of Nigurt. — The rains altribnted (o 
aiUmim. — Return to Eitti.^ — Dissausives of chief agaiDst 
a repetition of the visit — Farther descripiioQ, — Specula- 
tions atld conjecture.— Discovery of dead body in a vault. 
— Native solution of a heavy problem. — Farther epecnla- 
tion and suppo^lion. — Dissimilarity of the arcbiiecttue 
of the Islanel of Ruins and modem island boilding. — 
Final resolutions, in committee of two. — Matalaleme. — 
Pit full of bones. — Return to Kutt. — Agreeable prospect 
of life in a row. 

Aptbb rem&iniag restricteS principaUy to Nntt 
for about two years, George and I determined 
upon an excursioii, cost what it might. After 
an abortive attempt to get away in a borrowed 
Nigurt's canoe, we obtained a larger one, and 
started. To avoid suspicion it was bonowed, as 
launching one of my own would have been at- 
tended with a parade that would have led my 
honored father-in-law to suspect even more than 
was my intention. I had taken the precaution to 
note on a plantain leaf the names of the otha 
islands and their chiefs. Five or six honn 
brought ns to Chocoich, and upon neariog dw 
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chieTs canoe-house Oeo>^ stmck upon hie fife, 
Ante, or cudjong a lively tone, while I kept the 
canoe in motion. When we reached the landing, 
a host of the natives, many of whom had never 
before seen us, weie ready to receive ua. With 
Wigai, the head chief^ we remained one night, 
and were feasted and entertaiiied. A like recep- 
tion we met at other islands, which we visited in 
BucceBsion, occupying nearly a month in the trip. 
PoBsessed of the names of the chiefs, it was my 
custom, upon ascertaining the name of an island, 
to inquire for its chief, to whom I first paid my 
respects. George's flute and my looking-glass 
were assurances of good reception, as- their fame 
and ours had preceded us. 

Notwithstanding the representations of Ahoua- 
del that we were in dangra of being eaten if we 
ventured ont of his sight, nothing hut the most 
courteous treatment was received by us. My 
tattooing, speaking my relationship to Ahoundel- 
a-Nutt, was better than letters of introduction. 
We were frequently accompanied from island to 
island, and Nigurts were put in our canoe, to 
save us the labor of propelling it. During a 
month thus most agreeably spent we met all of 
our shipmates. These meetings were indeed the 
most pleasant part of the excursion, as the reader 
wiJJ well imagine. My friends were much di- 
TBTted at the respect paid me on account of my 
Mtnoingi so far was it carried that the natives 
18 
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often insisted upon my Ehipmates sitting down, 
as a. token of respect to Jem Aroche, alias Ahoan- 
del-a-Nutt, tdias James O'Connell. 

But the most wonderful adventure made dur- 
ing the excuTBion, the relatioa of which will put 
my credit to a severer test than any other fact 
detailed, was the discovery of a large uBinhabited 
island, upon which were atupendoua ruins, of n 
character of architecture difiertng altogether from 
the present style of the islanders, and of aii ex- 
tent truly astonishing. At the extreme eastern 
extremity of the cluster is a large dat island, 
which at high tide seems divided into thirty or 
forty small ones, by the water, which rises aod 
runs over it. It difiers from the other islands in 
its surface, which ia nearly level. There are no 
rocks upon it which appear placed there by na- 
ture. Upon some parts of it fruit grows, ripens, 
and decays unmolested, as the natives can by no 
persuasion be induced to gather or touch it. 

My companions at the time of discovering this 
island were George and one Nigurt, who directed 
OUT attention to it, promising us a surprise. 
And a surprise indeed it proved. At a little 
distance the ruins appeared Uke some of the 
fantastic heapings of nature, but lupon a nearer 
approach George and myself were astonished at 
the evident traces of the hand of man in their 
erection. The tide happening to be high, our 
canoe was paddled into a narrow creek; so nar- 
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row that 'in places a canoe could hardly have 
passed us, while in others, owing to the inequali- 
ty of the groupd, it swelled to a basin. At the 
entrance we passed for many yards between two 
walls, so near each other that, without changing 
the boat from side to side, we could have touched 
either of them with a paddle. They were about 
ten feet high; 'in some places dilapidated, and in 
others in very good preservation./ Over the tops 
of the wall, cocoa-nut trees, and occasionally a 
bread-fruit spread their branches, making a deep 
and refreshing shade. It was a deep solitude, 
not a living thing, except a few birds, being dia- 
cemible. At the first convenient landing, where 
the walls left the edge of the creek, we landed, 
but the poor Nigurt, who had Ei-<^med struck 
dumb with fear, could not be induced to leave 
. the boat. The walls inclosed circuLr areas,]into 
one of which we entered, but found nothing upon 
the inside but trees and shrubs. £xcept the 
wall, there was no perceptible trace of the foot- 
steps of man, no token that he had ever visited 
the spot. We examined the masonry, and found 
Uie walls composed of stones, varying in size 
from two to ten feet in length, and from one to 
eight in breadth, carefully propped in the inter- 
stices and cracks with smaller fragments. They 
were built of the blue stone which abounds upon 
the inhabited islands, and is, as before stated, of 
a alalose formation; and were evidently split. 
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and adapted fot the purpose to which they were 
applied. In many places the waits had so fallen 
that we climbed over them with ease. Return- 
ing to the canoe, we plied our Nigu« with ques- 
tions; but the only answer we obtained was 
"Anlman!" He could give no account of the 
origin of these piles, of their use, or of their age. 
Himself satisfied that they were the work of 
aniraan, he desired no farther information, and 
daied make no inspection, as he beUeved them 
the residence of spirits. 

Before the tide left our canoe aground we re- 
turned to Kitti, from which island we had taken 
the Nigurt. Upon stating to Roan-a-Kitti, the 
chief, my intention of inspecting the island upon 
the day fullowing, he told me I ought not, that 
it was majoThotoi. My rank, however, superior 
to his, prevented his assuming authority to forbid 
it. He then endeavored to frighten me out of it, 
assuring me that the animan would not permit 
me to leave the place alive, if I intruded upon 
their sanctuary. Upon the next morning Geoi^ 
and I absolutely strnggled away from the natives 
to onr canoe. They set up a howl in concert, 
" Acoa ban midjital Acoa iningah landjob loto! 
midjila !" — " You will die ! You wish to look 
too much! You will die!" We pushed from 
them, and my rank, and their fear of the " major- 
bowi" spot, prevented pursuit. 
;, Arriving a second time at thia deserted Venice 
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of the Pacific, we prepared for a deliberate but- 
Tey. Having with us no native to annoy us with 
his superstitious fear and haste to return, we 
fastened the canoe, and staid upon the island till 
the next tide. For many successive days we 
repeated our visits, returning to Kilti at night. 
No native ever ventured with us after the fiist 
day, though one would think familiarity might 
have lessened their awe, as, at low tide, one 
might walk from Kitti to the haunted spot ; in- 
deed, it is considered a part of that island. 

These explorations were sufficiently interest- 
ing to engross all our thoughts. Nothing during 
my residence on the Carolines was productive of 
so much deep yet vague speculation. The im- 
mense size of a portion of the stones in the walls, 
rendered it impossible that they could have been 
. placed there without some mechanical coatri- 
Tance superior to any thing I met among the 
natives ; and no contemptible degree of architec- 
tural skill was manifested in their construction, 
though their dilapidated state afibrded no clue to 
the purpose for which they were piled. Always 
nearly circular, they inclosed areas from a quai< 
ter of a mile to a mile in circumference, some- 
times elliptical, and sometimes a perfect circle, 
or rather a parallelogram, with swelled sides, 
conforming in shape to the ground. We seldom 
found any water inside the walls, as they circum- 
scribed the highest portions of the island, making 
18* 
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It present at high fide the appearance of a clns- 
ter of small walled islands. At its eastern end 
the spray, which broke over the reef wiiich 
bounds the islands, washes one of these walls. 
It must be visible to vessels passing outside the 
reef, but, to a person unprepared to expect any 
BDch thing, would present nothing remarkable in 
its exterior. 

The largest cluster of these ruins merits a par- 
ticular description. The outside wall incloses a 
space about a mile in circumference. This area 
is not, as in the other cases, empty, but at about 
twenty feet distance from the outside wall is 
another, exactly parallel to the iirst ; then at the 
same distance another, and still another, to the 
number of five or six. The centre wall incloses 
a space only about forty feet across, and is per- 
fectly square. The outside wall was, upon one 
end of the edifice, about twenty-fire to thirty feet 
in height. Upon the other three sides, which 
bad been more exposed to the tide, the walls had 
become undermined, and had fallen in many 
places, but the inner walb were all perfect. The. 
standing side of the outer wall had evidently 
been the front, for square pillars, which had fonn- 
ed a port of some portico, or similar structure, 
lay across the creek. The entrance, or aperture 
in the wall, was about four feet in height. Upon 
entering, no aperture in the next wall presented 
itself, but after working our way among th« 
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brash we discovered an entrance at the conez 
of the wall, to the^ right of the first. Passing 
this, we fonnd an aperture in the "neit, at the 
left ; and thus, finding doors alternately at the 
right and left, we penetrated to the inner wall. 
In walking inside of this, by the accidental fell- 
ing of a piece of wood, we discovered a vaalt, 
into which ! descended. My first suppoeition was 
that it was a burial place, hut ail that appeared 
to sustain such an opinion was one skeleton, 
which lay at the bottom, its parts scattered to 
and fro about the ground. This distribution was 
probably done by the rats. I found no paddle or 
war-club in the vault. This body was accounted 
for after my return to Nutt, where I was inform- 
ed that a chief of Kitti had been buried there. 
Upon the island of Kitti the natives were unable 
or unwilling to give me any information. The 
logs, and the sods which covered them, conceal- 
ing the top of the vault, must have been placed 
when the body which I found was deposited 
there. The fact that the vault was used for a 
burial place, even in this iscdated instance within 
the memory of the living natives, would seem to 
speak some vague tradition of the purpose for 
which the place was built ; but I never could get 
hold of any more satisfactory tradition than that 
the ruins were built by animan. In one of the 
creeks on this island of ruins lay a large square 
atone, which the Nigurt who accompanied us on 
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tlie fint day assured ns an animan had dropped 
from biB shoulders as he was trying to transport 
it ! The person who was Uuried there was an 
Edyomet of high repute. There must have been 
some extraordinary motive to overcome the re- 
pugnance of the natives to visiting the place; 
probably the request of the man himself. 

Brown beche le mer, which may be found on 
all the islands, having never been disturbed as an 
article of ttaSic, is particularly abundant on the 
Island of Ruins. At low tide the water leaves it 
in immense quantities upon the bottoms of the 
.inlets. This circumstance will lead, undoubted- 
ly, to future visits and exploration for commer- 
cial purposes, and then, as science and mercantile 
enterprise go hand in hand, a more particular 
.account of this interesting spot will be given to 
the world. Persons familiar with eastern anti- 
quities will visit it, and may be enabled, by the 
resemblance of the ruins to those of some ancient 
nation, to fix the probable origin of this people. 
Unassisted by any such knowledge, and unaided 
by the natives, who pettishly avoided inquiries 
as reflecting discredit upon what they considered 
a sufficient explanation, I was unable to find 
even data for a theory. The story that ''animan 
built them, and that they are the abode of atti- 
rtan," and majorhowi to every body else, appears 
to have descended from generation to generation. 
It is evident they are the remains of a people 
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saperior to the present inhabitants ; nay, I may . 
almoBt ray dissimilar. Conjecture Traa vague 
and entirely unassisted. The vault, favoring the 
idea that the labyrinth was intended for a burial 
place, was the only feature about them that ap- 
peared to betray any purpose in piling these 
huge stones t«^ther ; and it is not certain that 
even that vault was not made expressly for the 
Inirial of the Edyoroet. His bones alone being 
found there, makes sucb a supposition probable. 
Again, the method of building the stone walls on 
the inhabited islands diflers so entirely from the 
masonry on the Island of Buins, that the latter 
ue proved the work of another people. Upon 
tbe islands, in the walls now made for foonda- . 
tiena, etc., though very neatly built, for untutored 
Indians, stones of all shapes ore used; in the 
Island of Ruins the stones seem broken, if not 
hewn, for the very places which they occupy. 
They stand finn, and bid fair to remain every- 
where except in places where their foundations 
hnfe been sapped by the water. The foundatino 
is laid below the surface, while walls now buih 
•ze commenced upon the face of the earth. I 
Io<dced in vain, particulftrly about the entrances, 
for marks or hieroglyphics; finding nothing of 
that description. 

<?eo(ge and myself, in committee of two, htft 
witfaont authority to send for persons and papers, 
at tfae end of about a fortnight rose and reported 
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that the remuns were evidently those of s^me 
ancient city or settlement, the date of the exist- 
ence of which, or the cause of its desertion, we 
could not evBO guess ; and that tho creeks oi 
inlets were formerly land passages, which the 
water had encroached upon, from the contiguity 
of the island to the r^ef. We decided, also, that 
the reason of the comparative height of the in- 
closed land is owing to the protection afibided it 
by the foundation of the walls. Where the walls 
are broken down the water enters the inclosures. 
Finally and lastly, we paid their ethereal wor- 
ships, the aniinan, the compliment to prononnce 
them hetter architects than any of the race now 
extant upon the islands. Before leaving the 
ruins, I christened the little group "the O'Con- 
nell Cluster," after the agitator. 

At length I began to tire of exploring and to 
longfoi home; for, strange as it may appear, my 
consort Laowni, savage though she were, by 
classification, made my island home quite an at- 
tractive spot for me. George, too, began to tire 
of rambling; so we set the head of our canoe 
toward Nutt. On our way Kome we touched at 
Matalaleme, where Wajai-a-Matalaleme hospita- 
bly rbceived us. As a curiosity, upon this island 
we were shown a pit full of human bones, the 
. product, we were told, of a destructive war, years 
before. The chiefs of other islands sometimes 
refer their disputes to the chief of Nutt for de<a- 
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stQii, and submit to the edicts issued from that 
island without resistance ; but as refereDce ia not 
always effectual in settling disputes, many old 
men upon the islands bear what are esteemed 
honorable scars, the efiectB of the overboiling of 
their young blood, and of the quarrels of the 
chiefs under whom they live. 

Upon my return to Nutt I found my wife and 
father had learned my wanderings, by report 
from the islanda I had visited. Laowni was 
rejoiced to see me, and Ahouudel pronounced 
George and me macooTnot, brave, for venturing as 
we had among strangers. We soon had a. chance 
to put this recommendation to the test, for we 
were informed that Wajai-a-Hoo* had declared 
war against Ahoundel-a-Nutt, on account of my 
marriage. It appeared that Laowni was promised 
to him previous to my arrival. The daughter 
never much afiected the match, as Wajai was 
old, and the husband already of something like a 
dozen. It may be to her disgust for that union, 
quite as much as to my own good looks, that I 
owed my marriage to her. Be that as it may, 
Ahoundel, after stating the case, asked me if I 
wa6 willing to light, and as I saw no honorable 
mode of escape, and am a native of a country 
whose hoys have no very decided aversion to a 
bit of a row, 1 consented; but George showed 
the white feather, and positively refused. 

* Nanamoraki-s-Hoo, mentioned in the catslo^ae, wsa W«- 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Preparations for war. — Muster of force. — Description of 
weapons. — Order of sailing. — Foimal character of chal- 
lenge. — Order of reception by Wajai — Preliminary 
shont. — Battle opens with slings. — Arrows — spears — 
hand to hair I — clabbing— knifing — death of Wajai. — 
Temporarr respite — Renewal of engagement.— A land- 
ing forced Gronnd disputed. — Women fled.— Males 

follow eiample.— Plonder and burning of the Hoo 
houses. — Return lo Null. — Wailing for dead. — Chivtdrie 
dislinclion of castes in Qghl,— Reflections thererai. — 

Feast Cannibalism, almost. — Nanamoraki's policy. — 

Fortifications.— Sail ho! — Pleasure of Messrs. CCon- 
uell and Keenan, and pain of Ahoundel and iamilj 
thereat.— Promises of return by Mr. O'Connell. — Belnc- 
tant consent of AhoQudel. — A disappointment ! — Canoe 
laoDobed. — Swamped. — Escape from drowning, by aqun- 
dc skill. — Mr. O'Connell reaches the reef. — Taken off 

Peefasations were immediately set on foot to 
visit Hoo, and " carry the war into Afirica," by 
auBweriag Wajai's challenge at his door. Na- 
tives to the number of about fifteen hundred wer? 
mustered, from Nutt and two contiguons small 
islands, called Hand and Param. The order qf 
sailing was thus : Moonjobs to the right, or io 
the van, Jerejoha next, the Nigurta bringing np 
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the rear. Each canoe was furaiehed with moolh 
stones, which were stowed in the bottom, and 
«ach native was furnished with a sUiig, a apaar, 
a how and arrows, and war-club. /The spean 
are Rrom five feet to eight in length, and barbed 
with the back bone of a fishj preserving £ve or 
six joints, with the protruding bones, like arrow 
barbs. The clubs are made of heavy wood and 
notched, similar to the thousand specimens of 
the war-clubs of the Pacific preserved in muse- 
ums; except that they are only about eighteen 
inches or two feet in lengtlj/ 

The natives were dressed in their best savage 
articles of adornment, their heads dressed with 
flowers, but no paint was put upon their flesh) 
except the everlasting smearing with cocoa-nut 
oil and Curry. The castes were kept entirely 
distinct in the canoes. The Nigurts, who on 
ordinary occasions navigate the canoes of their 
chiefs and masters, were by themselves in their 
own canoes, and the Jerejohs and the Moonjobs 
each in their own. As war is an honorable en- 
terprise, the labor of paddling the canoes, if the 
lack of wind or a wrong direction make it neces- 
sary, is dgne by Moonjobs and landholders, and 
even chiefs, who on no other occasion touch a 
paddle, except for momentary exercise. 

The day and place had been appointed with 
all the circumstance of a duel, or rather of aa 
amuent joust at arms, with the exertion that 
19 
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there waa no stipulation or limitation as to fofce 
on either side; each party bringing all the 
strength he could mualer. Treachery Bometimes 
occurs in island warfare, and attacks by surprise 
are made ; seldom, it is true, but often enough to 
induce those who are aware tliat they have ene- 
mies to be on their guaid. This engagement 
with Wajai waa, however, a fair light, preceded 
by a challenge and its acceptance, and of cootsfl 
Wajai was prepued to receive us, though with 
an inferior force. 

His canoes were ranged in the water, in front 
of his settlement, and as soon as we were near 
enough to distin^ish features, our chief, Ahoun- 
del, and Wajai sprung simultaneously to their 
feet, upon the platforms of their canoes, and 
flourishing their spears, set up a shout of deG- 
ance, the conches blowing an accompaniment. 
The inferior chiefs upon both sides then rose 
and jciiucd in the cry, and the engagement con^ 
menced with hurling the stones with slings. 
These stones are seldom less than a pound in 
weight, and are thrown with tiemendous preci- 
sion, the parties being from thirty to forty yards 
apart. Several canoea were broken and sunk on 
both sides, and many men killed. The stones 
exhausted, arrows and spears fallowed, the par- 
ties nearing each other, till the battle was canoe 
to canoe, and hand to hand. The natives would 
aeiie each other by the hair, and thrust with a 
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n»ftU wooden spear or lance, without baibs, and 
cnt the flesh with sharp shells. In the onset 
Wajai was killed hy one of the party in our 
canoe. A shout of joy on one side', and a mur- 
mur of grief on the other, suspended the battle a 
moment ; but it vms soon renewed with unabated 
fierceness. At length we forced a landing, and 
the vanquished or broken foe, failing to prevent 
it, also sprung on shore, and disputed every inch 
of ground, to the very doors of their houses. 
The land engagement was fought with the jag- 
ged spears and the short war-clubs. It may be 
necessary here to state that direct thrusts are 
seldom made with these spears ; they are general- 
ly nsed for striking, and inflict mangling wounds 
in the flesh. The clubs which are worn in the 
belt, like a North American Indian's tomahawk, 
are the last resort, bnt are never hurled. 

An hour and a half of hard fighting brought 
us to the estate of Wajai. The women had long 
before deserted the houses, taking with them 
snch of their eflects as they could conveniently 
transport, and the men, fairly overpowered, fled 
to the interior. No attempt had been made to 
take prisoners on either side, and the fugitives 
were not pursued. The natives of Bonabee 
never slaughter in cold blood after a foe ceases 
to resist. Our party plundered the houses of 
whatever moveables were lefl, set fiie to them, 
and, returning to the beach, broke up the canoe« 
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of the foe, and taking with us the epean, m«ta, 
and other plunder, we returned to Nutt. We 
brought bask such of our own dead as we could 
find, and the body of Wajai and other chiefs, 
who fell upon the othei side. 

The first duly upon our return waa the inter- 
ment of the fallen. From the lamentation an 
uninformed spectator would have supposed that 
the inhabitants of Nutt had suffered a defeat 
instead of a victory. The number of killed upon 
both sides was between three and four hundred; 
of whom one huiidred and fifty were of the vieto- 
lious party. In the engagemeut no man of 
one caate attacked another — Moon jobs agaimst 
Moonjobs, Jerejobs against Jecejohs, and Nigurts 
against Nigurts. This chivalrous distinction was . 
kept up in the very hottest of the &ay, no man 
daring to aim a blow at a superior, and none de- 
scending to strike an inferior. It was like the 
encounter of three distinct parties. 

Here, again, it is lyorth while to note the od- 
mirable system and policy which controls island 
usages. £veniin time of an engagement is the 
respect for raok chivalrously kept up. If it were 
permitted to a Nigurt to strike even a free foe in 
battle, the bonds of their feudal relation to their 
masters would be weakened, and, in smaller 
i«land feuds, the same principle of Tvar would be 
distorted to apply even to their proper tnasten, 
Yho by oircumstancea might be placed aft fq^ 



o'c^nnbll's adtgntures. S91 

hk niative position to them. Tlie jeaiouBy with 
which all the grades of society are watched and 
kept in place would do credit to the policy of 
high civilized tories. 

For the credit ot a people whose character is 
generally humane, for nncultirated savages, I 
should r^oice to stop here ; but the truth com- 
pels mc to speak of a custpm di&ring so entirely 
Irom theii usnal character, that I am at a loss to 
account for it. Upon the next day after our 
return there was a feast held. The usual prepa- 
rations of jagow and dog venison were made, and 
the bodies of Wajai and his chiefs were burned^ 
hut previously to the entire consumption of the 
bodies by fire, the heart of Wajai was taken out, 
and presented to the chiefs on a large plantain . 
leaf. Whether it was eaten or even tasted I 
cannot say, as I was not present at the disgust- 
ing ceremony. The presumption, however, is, 
that eating the hearts of the chiefs killed in war 
is a custom with them. Of this I can speak 
only so far as I have spoken, having had but <me 
opportunity for ascertaining. No other part of 
the body than the heart vras eaten, and that 
rather- as a ceremony than a gratification. ' 

No territory is gained by war, as the vieton 
never pretend to hold a vanquished district, but 
lelinquisb it to the conqneied party, only plun- 
dering it, and burning the houses. They never 
deati*y the trees or natural {MiKlacts. Wajai 
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ynt qaeceeded. by Nuumoiaki, the neit ehifif 
m TBtik upon hit iBland, according to the rul« of 
f HopeBsion already noticed ; and the first act of 
the new chief waa to invite Aboundal and hi* 
•oitf to the island of Hooi to cenoent a recocilia- 
tion over jagow. A feaat was bad, of course, 
andr a perfect understanding formed between the 
tncQessor of Wajai and the chief, to whose good 
•flues in rentoTing hit predecessor the b£w in- 
ottinbent owed his poBsewiou of the authority. 

Fortified in the traditiona and immemorial 
Wjlgea, the island chiela pay little attention, to 
farqastworks and walls of defence. There are, 
however, on Nutt and some other of the larger 
iilands, works breast high for the shelter of 
potties when defending'lhe canoe-house. Invad- 
ing parties are always met, at theii landing. It 
WQuld be an impossibility to surprise a settle- 
ment on the land side; as some aTitT/uin, walldng 
gfa^st, or star-gazer would detect the enemy, even 
in the night. 

So far I have described prominent events in 
the order 0( their occurrence, and without pre- 
teuding to fix very definitely their dates or the 
intervals between their occurrence. The arrival 
of the vessel ia which I left the Bonahee gvoup 
i/t, however, an event of the date of which I, en^ 
•pet^ with more certainty, as one of my, Mrjf 
ifqwries on board was, how time had pwggKRMd- 
f^ ibe inliMid I must acknowledge such, dinp- 
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qwot towu^-tfae Bcythe-beuing baldpate, that I 
^ not count the turns of his glass. It was ia 
the early part of the month of Novembei, 1833j 
that I dtawvered a vessel from Nutt; the first 
Tcaaelthat I am positire of having seen while on 
^e island of Boaabee. My comrades often said 
they saw vessels, and I frequently imagined that 
I did, but none approached near enough for us to 
distinguish th,eir class. It was about sunrise in 
the morning w^n I first discovered her, and I 
ealWd np Geo^e immediately. We ran to the 
h^ of the nearest hill, and anxioosly watched 
ll«r, ae well as the mist and occasional rain 
wonld permit, for it waa a dull morning. After 
we had satisfied ourselves that it was a £ urc^Moa 
or American vessel, we ran down to the chief 
aad informed him that there was a vessel is the 
offing, aad that w« wished to board her. He 
was not half so much elated at receiving the ior 
fwination as we woe ia impacting it. Be eyed 
Kae some moments. "What!" said he, "a ship I . 
Cho! cho!" (No, no.) I repeated my; assurance) 
and led him to the hill. My wife and the whole 
hous^old followed. Geoi^ wd I bounded about 
&r joy, skipping up the hill, aa if our feet eonld 
not serve vs fast enough. The pace of oat com- 
puioiM offered sometbing of a coalra»t; they 
were still incredulous, and my wife and father 
wart' ttvidently hoping against the truth> of, o^ 
^MOveryv as libey saw in my jaywoy thiag but 
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a. pleasant indication of my feeUDg;a respecting 
remaining upon the island. I pointed out the 
TCBsel, and satislied them that it was not, as they 
supposed and hoped it mi^t be, a lAtive war. 
canoe. I repented my request for a canoe, assur- 
ing Ahoundel that I would make the Tessel 
"mooTidie," literally, "sit doom," or come to an 
anchor. At the canoe-house, whither Ahoundel, 
Laowni, my children, and others, followed met 
Ahoundel granted his unMUiug consent that I 
should go off to the vessel, following it up with 
questions, while Laowni anxiously watched the 
expression of my face for an answer. " Do yon 
love your wife? your children? Do yon love 
them much, very much? Will you certainly re- 
turn!" To all this I answered yes, yes; and my 
heart smites me now, aa I recollect the gratified 
expression of my wife's countenance upon receiv- 
ing the assurance. No civilized person however, 
theorized and philosophized' though he were into 
contempt for the shackles of civili2Btiott, could 
content himself with innocent, unsophisticated, 
natural men forever. Blunt, plain man that I 
am, I could hardly disguise my joy at the hope 
of an escape, althongh at times, as I looked at 
Laowni and her children, and the thought of 
Ahoundel's kindness intruded itself, I couM hard- 
ly conceal my grief at parting. To have betray- 
ed either joy or grief would have revealed my 
purpose of escape ; so I was compelled to hide 
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both ; and it was only- the bustle of getting ready, 
and the diversion of the attention of the natiTes 
to the vessel, that enabled me to do it. 

A large canoe was prepared to launch, but the 
tide was out. We were obliged to wait for it 
two full hours ! Oh the impatience we felt, tha 
snail-like progress of time ! Knowing perfectly 
well, had we been cool, the time of the tide, still 
we could-not avoid running down every ten min- 
utes to look. Meanwhile 1 prepared a quantity 
of tortoise shell, yams, bread-fruit, and cocoa- 
nuts to lake off to the captain. We watched the 
vessel — she tacked and stood off — our hopes fell 
— she stood back again — we were reassured — 
she hove to, and we were happy, till — we recol- 
lected we were tide-bound. 

At length the tide served us to launch the 
canoe. Ahonndel and Laowni accompanied me 
to the boat, the former reminding me of my 
promise to bring him trinkets, the latter melan- 
choly, and half doubting that she should see me 
again. There was a fleet of some dozen canoes 
beside mine. I was accompanied by Eeenan, a 
young chief, and two Nigarts. We went outside 
the reef, and had neared the vessel so that we 
could distinguish the men on her decks, when 
the Niguit who had the steering oar let the 
canoe -get into the trough of the sea. There 
was a tremendous sea on, and it was carelessness 
on my part to let the paddle go from my hand ; 
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the consequence of getting the canoe broadside 
on to the sea was, that we were swamped. As 
is usual with the natives, we all jumped orer- 
board, two taking the outrigger side and the 
others striving to bail out the canoe. There was 
however too much sea running, and all endeavors 
to bail the boat proved futile, while the tide and 
the swell were drifting us toward the reef. The 
young chief, who was quite a lad, madfe no ado, 
but cutting away the twine fastenings with his 
fiEh-sbell knife, stripped the board off the ontrig^ 
ger, laid his breast across it, and paddled away 
like a Aog, for the reef. Seeing no alternative, I 
disengagf'd the pole which formed the fore-and- 
aft part (^f the outrigger, and, with one of the 
NiguTts, made also for the reef, with the pole 
beneath our breasts. As we reached the crests 
of the waves I could see the vessel, and the other 
more fortunate canoes every moment getting 
nearer to her. The very dress of the men on 
the vessel's deck was distinguishable. And here, 
in the very sight of the first white men, escept 
our shipmates, that we had seen for years, Greorge 
and I were apparently devoted to death, before 
we could exchange a word with them. I should 
have mentioned, that before leaving the canoe I 
fastened my mat to the mast and waved it, but 
the vessel's crew, imagining us natives, )Said no 
attention to the signal. George, with one of the 
Nigurts, remained with the cuioe, contrary to 
CoogL 
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my adrice, as he insisted tbat a native of the 
islands most know better how to conduct in an 
emergency like this than I could. In a few mo- 
ments I heard him hailing, "beseeching me for 
God's sake to wait for him to overtcike me. The 
-Tfiguit who was my companion objected, and for 
a moment I listened to the Indian and paid no 
attention to the cries of my friend. My better 
feelings, however, prevailed, and I waited for my 
shipmate, who reached us panting with exertion, 
and seized the outrigger just as he was nearly 
exhausted. I had trembled for him, but it was 
impossible to turn back and face tide and surf. 
One moment and I caught a glimpse of his head 
on the top of a wave, the next he was invisible. 
My joy at the relief from suspense which his ar- 
rival gave was second only to his at reaching us. 
We had by this time reached the surf. Taught 
by former experience, I watched the rollers, and 
when I saw one coming let go of the outrig^;ei, 
faced the sea, and clasped my hands over my 
head. Down it came upon ua, but my hands 
and arms broke the force of the water, and I was 
driven down, hut emerged agun, many feet nearer 
tbe reef My companions, George and the na- 
tive, followed my direction and example, and we 
rose nearly together. The outrigger was thrown 
upon the ledge at second or third roller, and had 
we clung to it we should have been dashed to 
j)ieces among the roclu, by the force with which 
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we should have been driTen. The yonng chief 
had reached the ledge before us, and between our 
forced plunges we could see him encouraging us 
by swinging his mat. After beibg thus swamped 
five or six times we reached the rocks, tnoTe dead 
than alive, and crawled where the water had 
least force. Here, taking the pole of the out- 
rigger, which, as before stated, had preceded us, 
I attached my mat to it, and made signals of 
distress. On board the schooner they paid no 
heed to it, although she stood at one time almost 
within hail of us. Taking us for natives, and 
supposing us used to such mishaps, her master 
thought we could manage for ourselves ; had he, 
however, been inclined to assist us, no boat would 
have lived in the surf. We were two or three 
hours on the reef before we were discovered by 
the natives; then some fishing canoes came to va 
firom the inside, where the sea was comparatively 
nothing, and the reef approachable, and took us 
off. One of the party, the Nigurt who remained 
with the canoe, was drowned, his body being 
picked up a day or two afterward among the 
rocks which formed the reef 

The rapidity of thought is never better ex- 
emplified than in seasons of imminent danger. 
Years pass in review in moments; but we had 
ample time for reflection, and that none of the 
pleasantest. It was over an hour from the time 
the canoe was swamped before we reached the 
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reef, snd that with the tide and swell ia our 
favor. Perhaps the vessel was as near ub as the 
reef, but in endeavoring to reach it we should 
have been compelled to contend with wind, tide, 
and swell, while all aseiated in drifting us toward 
the reef. During, the last few moments before 
we landed we considered our death next to inevi- 
table, and the prospect was embittered by the 
reflection that it would occur just at the moment 
when we hoped to regain communion with civil- 
ized beings again, after a sojoura of years with 
uncultivated savages. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Betam to Nan. — AstonishmeDt of Ahoonde). — Anxietr. 

— Ilespaii. — Return of hope The Spy returns. — Put- 

ting off again. — Canoes alongside. — Tarilalioaon board. 
— Sinner on board. — Tbe Spy anchors at Matalaleme. — 
Porchase of a canoe. — Stolen back by the natives. — 
Fruitless pursuit. — Capt. Eaigbt shoots a Nigort. — 
Swivel in the fore-top. — CapL Knight's frigbl. — Under 
nay again. — Blazing away at Ibe natives. — One day's 
retrospections. — A change comes over Capt. Knight's 
department. — Ship's cook leA at Mata1aleme.-r Alterca- 
tions with Capi. Knight. — Arrival at Manilla. — Irons. — 

Guard boat AgreealJe position, enlivened with music. 

— Lauding. — ArriTal at a building opposite a church, — 
Their affectionate care of us, and commendable precau- 

Ufon reaching Nutt, Ahoundel was astonished 
witt the story of our eecape, coupled as it wms 
with the loBs of the Nigurt. Tbe young chief 
described our conduct to him, and bis astonish- 
ntent was iacreBsed, that two white men ahonld 
prove better or more fortunate swimmers than a 
native fisherman. We were weakened, bruised, 
and sore, as the reader will readily conceive; but 
our bodily sufiering was forgotten in our mental 
anxiety, as the last light of day showed tu the 
schooner standing off shore. 

t:oosl. 
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Would' she return ? The oight long we passed 
in anxious doubt, and were out with the dawn to 
look for the sail ; but 

" The blue aboie and the blue below" 

was vacant, vacant. Cloud after oloud we watch- 
ed, till our eyes ached; they only mocked us, 
preserving' awhile an illusive semblance, then 
vanishing or spreading into broad, honest vapora, 
incapable of deceiving even a landsman. The 
son was well up, the water calm, compared with 
the swell of the day preceding, the day bright, 
and every tiring propitiouH where every thing 
Crowned before, save the alight circumstance that 
the vessel was not in sig^t. At length I saw 
her, juBt a speck. Heavens I how ray heart 

A half hour more and the tide was right. The 
vessel, standing in, was now fairly visible, and, 
prepared with a fresh load of tortoise shell and 
provisions, with George and two Nignrts for 
companions, I set sail again. As we went out 
by the reef, we were forcibly reminded of our 
escape of the preceding day, by a fleet of canoes 
which were paddling as near the reef as they 
dared, in search of the body of the drowned man. 

When we reached the schooner Ahe was hove 
to, with her boarding nettings up, and her nien 
mustered, with boarding pikes and muskets in 
hand, or at hand. Two or three other oanoas 
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got alongside at the same time that we did, and 
othere were coming off. Upon the day before 
no Datives had been allowed to boaid the vessel) 
though a barter traffic for yams and bread-fruit 
was opened between the canoes and those on 
baard the reasel. We passed under her stem, 
and I read the name, " Spy, of Salem." She was 
brig rigged forward, and schooner aft. Passing 
round to her weather bow, I sung out, " Ship- 
mates, throw us a rope's end, will you ?" There 
was a bustle on deck, a buzs of surprise, but no 
answer, and in a moment I heard somebody ex- 
claiming, "Caittain, the natives on this island 
speak English !" The anxiety to get a peep at 
us through the boarding netting was now re- 
doubled, forward and aft. One of the men, aAu 
much hesitation, threw ns a rope, and the e^ 
tain.came to the gangway and asked us on board, 
vequesting us to keep the natives in the canoe, 
which we did. The captain did ua the honor to 
ship the side-ladder for us, and George and I 
needed no second invitation to come on deck, 
but, taking up the tortoise shell with us, directed 
the natives to pass up the yams. To my first 
question the captain answered that the name of 
the island was Ascension, the group being laid 
down as one island on the chart. He inquired 
particularly into our story, and proceeded, while 
he did so, to ofiei us, with a sailor's hoi^itaUtyi 
a nimmer of grog. It was the first I had taated 
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Ha jreaiB, of course, and a bare swallow of it 
bnrned my throat, flushed my face, and played 
the deuce with my head altogether. Poor George 
was even worse flabbeigusted than I was. The 
joy we fell at a prospect of return to England 
was sufficient to intoxicate ns, aside from the 
liquor. 

In answer to Gapt. Knight's inquiries, I assured 
him of the peaceable character of the islanders, 
and that there was abundance of tortoise shell 
and beche le mer for commerce, and yams, bread- 
fruit, water, and wood for provision upon the 
islands. In a short time Capt. Knight expressed 
a willingness that I should permit my Nignrts 
to come on board, and we dropped the canoe 
utem. Other natives were not so fortunate; 
they huddled about the vessel, and, coveting iron, 
strove to pull out the iron work under the chains 
with iheii hands. The schooner filled away 
^ain, and we stood off with a fleet of canoes in 
tow, dashing (ind plashing through the water, 
their outriggers foul of each other, and getting 
continually carried away. 

I dined on board, with George, at the cabin 
table. The condiments of my own furnishing, 
with the salt provisions, ship bread and butter <^ 
the ship's stores, furnished a more savory meal 
than I had sat down to for many a day. I un- 
dertook to pibt the Spy inside the reef to an 
anchorage, at Capt. Knight's requeat. At four 
SO* 
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or five o'clock in the evening she came to an 
anchor in the harbor of Mntataleme. By the 
natives who went that night to Nutt I sent 
Ahoundel a large broad axe and aa adz, and to 
Laowni I seat beads, red kerchiefs, and other 
trinkets ; while George and I remained on board, 
afraid to trust ourselves on shore again. 

la the morning the vessel was again surround- 
ed by canoes, and Capt. Knight purchased oC the 
natives, through me as an interpreter, tortoia^ 
shell and other articles, and one canoe, which lie 
purposed to carry away as a curiosity. This 
was dropped astern and fastened by a rope to 
the counter. In about two hours from the time 
of purchasing some of the natives slipped into it, 
and before we were aware were making off with 
it, induced probably by some island superstition. 
Capt. Knight immediately fired upon the thieves, 
and, lowering a boat, sent some men in pursuit ; 
but it would have been impossible to have over- 
taken tbem, even if the water had not been too 
shallow in places for the keel of the boat. Capt. 
Knight now began to feai that the natives in- 
tended to take bis vessel, althou^ George and I 
assured him to the contrary, and told him that 
theit worst fault was an irresistible propensity to 
thiave, where they saw articles they so earaestjly 
ooveted. We represented to him that hanh 
tieatment might bring about tke very event he 
dreaded, and that, at any rate, the next viesael 
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which came within their reach would Buffer for 
bis conduct. Still be was neirout, agitated, and 
acted like one beeide himeeir, begging me to pre- 
vent treaehety and keep the natives quiet. In- 
stead of acting like a discreet person, which had 
he done, be might have lain at Matalaleme weeks, 
with profit, he blowed out the brain« of a native 
who w«s climbing in at the cabin windows, and 
threw oot the body. Luckily for Capt. Knight, 
the murdered man was a Nigurt, so that the 
dissatisfaction of the natives amounted only to a 
murmur; had be been a Moonjob,or even a Sen- 
job, the capture of the vessel and murder of the 
crew would have atoned for hia death. It did 
aot seem long to intimidate them, but after they 
bad clamorously inquired of me the cause ot his 
death, and I told them it was for thieving, they 
seemed, in a measure, satisfied that it was just. 
During the time that the Spy lay at Hatalaleme 
no natives were permitted to come upon her 
4eck, but stood in the chains, and in their canoes. 
No chiefa of note came off to the vessel at alt— 
a precaution adopted by their friends, 1 presume, 
and Id accordance with the habits and policy of 
the people ; else so simultaneous a measure coold 

' not have been carried out by all the islands. In 
a short time after the native was shot in the 

' cabin, a small swivel was hoisted into the fore- 
top, charged with nails, slugs, and mnsket balls. 

' Bway fresh arrival of canoes put Capt. Kaif^t 
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in additional perturbation; he had commenced 
hoatilities, and even 1 began to have fear for the 
consequences. Constant persuasion, and even 
the exercise of authority, was necessary, on my 
part, to prevent a rush upon the vessel by the 
natives. At aboat ten In the morning the Spy 
got under way, and Gapt. Knight ordered Ins 
ciew to fire upon the natives, and even wished 
Keenan and mjraelf to take arms against people 
who had for five years been our friends and piv- 
tectors. We flatly refused. The musket shots 
were answered by occasional stones hurled from 
the canoes, none of which took effect, save one, 
which struck the mate ; but from being spent, or 
some other cause, it injured him but slightly. 
During all the time the number of the canoes 
about us rather increased than diminished, and I 
was in continual conversation and parley with 
the natives. They complained of the treatment 
of the Arodie tic-a-tic (petty chief) of the vesseL 
I answered that I was. not to blame for it, and 
appeided to them for the fact that I had not 
taken up arms against them. I was anxions that 
a good rep(»rt of my conduct should be carried 
hack to Ahoundal. 

As we beat out — for the wind Was against us — 
fleet afier fleet of the canoes, nothing daunted hy 
the death of the few natives who bad fallen, pat 
oflf for us, from various parts of the group. The 
echo of a musket report, in the harbor of Mat»- 
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Ideme, was of itaelf startling. It rang from roek 
to lock, end from hill to^ hill, probably fiir the 
first time ; that geiierH.tion of the islanders, at 
any rate, knew nothing of the nee or character 
of fire-armB. - Capt. Knight's perplexity was 
doubled by his want of that knowledge of the 
harbor which was necessary to safe conduct of 
his vessel. 

The sight of a fresh fleet putting off toward ns 
made Capt. Knight desperate. He sent a hand 
with a match into the fore-top, clewed up the 
sail, and sent the charge of the swivel amoogthe 
thickest of the fleet. 1 saw several natives drop 
like dogs over the sides of their canoes. There 
rote a howl of mingled rage and defiance amotig 
the survivors ; but the cruel expedient answered 
the purpose — the natives fell back, and though 
ti^ey followed us far outside the reef, it waa at a 
great distance. In the passage throogh the reef 
we narrowly escaped getting on the rocks. Had 
the vessel been wrecked, the lives of all on board 
would have answered the death of the natives. 
The crew of the next American or English vessd 
which touches at the islands of Ascension will 
probably be sacrificed in teveoge, should they 
fall, by any inadvertence, into the power of the, 
islanders. 

The shot from the fote-top was not repeated. 
The mast was strained, and the sailor who 
officiated as gunner came down the backstays by 
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the run, protestiDg he would not again fiie the 

Nothing which occurred during my connection 
with the islands afiected me bo unpleasantly as 
the butchery of my friends by Gapt. Knight. 
Knowing perfectly tbe language and character of 
the people, I knew that, until they were rouaed 
to revenge by the death of the Niguit, no thought 
of farther mischief than theft was entertained by 
them. This might easily hare been guarded 
against by mild means; at any rate, the course 
taken did not answer. I proposed to Capt. 
Knight, as we entered the harbor, that the vessel 
should lay there a month or six weeks, informing 
him of tbe quantities of becbe le mer which 1 
proposed to cure for him, taking the requisite 
tools from the vessel. I did not expect that any 
thing but peace and good fellowship between the 
natives and the crew of the vessel would paw 
out of the visit ; but the hasty and cruel conduct 
of Capt. Knight marred it alL I was grieved at 
the death of the natives ; but I was astonished at 
the efi&ontery with which Gapt. Knight called 
tipon us to fire upon our friends. We told him 
we were anxious to get away from the islaad, 
. but that we should prefer to be set on shore 
again, rather than purchase our freedom by such 
an abuse of friendship. 

Fairly out of the harbor of Hatalaleme, the 
deportment of Capt. Knight materially changed 
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toward uh. He was no longer the supplicant for 
interceHsion with the nativee, but the master, im- 
posing his authority upon us in every possible 
manner. In about fourteen days we made Guam, 
one of the Marian Islands, where Capt. Knight 
wonid have- left us, but the authorities would not 
permit it. By the way, I should have mentioned 
that the ship's cook was set ashore at Matala* 
leme, with his own consent, and I directed the 
natives into whose canoe be stepped to carry 
him to Abonndel, and treat him well, for my 
sake. Whether he, and the four comrades whom 
I left upon the islands, did not fare worse for 
Capt. Knight's conduct, I had no means of ascer- 
taining; but must do the natives the justice to 
express the opinion, based upon a knowledge of 
theb character, that ihey have too much benevo- 
lence and perception of right and wrong to abttse 
Known friends for theconduct of strangers, though 
those strangers were of their color and language. 
I saw nothing of my four friends during the stay 
of the Spy, although it was my intention, if 
Capt. Knight had not compelled himself to take 
such hasty leave, to have carried them away 
with na. 

After leaving Guam I had some altercation 
with Capt. Knight, which resulted ita no very 
agreeable consequences to myself During the 
whole passage I had been sick, from a cold, ex- 
haustion, fatigue, and derangement of my whole 



sjrstem, from the change of diet. Under my 
right arm was a targe and very painful snellin|;. 
One night I had the watch from eight to twelve, 
the first two hours of which I spent on the top- . 
gallant yard, upoo the lookout. When I came 
down I laid myself on the forecastle by the heel 
of the bowsprit, exhausted, and in agony from 
the swelling under my arm. Capt. Knight came 
forward, and the first intimation 1 had of hia 
proximity was a kick. " What business have 
you here asleep, sir?" I pleaded my weakness 
■ad ill health, and ^e suffering I had already 
endured by the lookout at the mast-head. He 
collared me, and I returned his grasp with in- 
terest; he freed himself &om me, went afi, and 
returned with a brace of pistols in his hand, 
threatening to shoot me. I told him to do it ; 
that I was tired of life, and would willingly di& 
He then let me alone for the night, and indeed 
we bad no more words, but he hove to near the 
first land we made, lowered the boat, and ordered 
me into it. George insisted upon accompanying 
me, to which Capt. Knight at first objected, but 
afterward consented. He then sent the second 
mate and two men with directions to leave th^ 
two Irish villains (he used a worse word) any 
where— on a rock, or a sand bank, but not to 
biing them on board again. This was in the 
■traits of Bamardino. Upon reaching the shore 
we foand bullocks graaing, but saw no bouse, vr i 
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aheltts of any kind, and persuaded the aeconA 
mate to take W back. He did bo, and upon re- 
turning to the veasel told the «aptain that be 
could not drire na from the boat, bat that we 
maisted upon coming back. 

We were taken on board, and the veasel filled 
away again, i very foolishly, as the event prov- 
ed, threatened Capt. Knight that I would repre- 
sent to the authorities' at Manilla his treatment 
of the Indians at Ascension, and his abuse <£ 
me. Upon arrival at that port he anticipated 
me, making all sorts of charges against us, as 
runaways Man punishment at New Holland, 
pirates who strove to cause the capture of his 
vessel by the Indians, and mutineers on board. 
Upon being boarded by the captain of the port 
Bt Manilk, just aa we thought we had reached 
the end of oui vexations and were in a way to 
nfium home, we were agreeably surprised by a , 
present of leg safety-chains, and were placed, 
ironed, in the bows of the captain of thfe port's 

Captain Knight soon came down over the side, 
and seated himself under the awning in the stem 
streets, with the captain of the port, the qoaran- 
tisc and euetom-house officers; and as we sat, 
we eould perceive we were the objects of the 
•onversatiot). We bore this talieingat some time 
in silence, but tiring of it, 1 requested Geo^ to 
plflf hia flute; which, by the way, as a memento 
SI 



of his residence on Aflcension, he had taken csre 
to keep with him. Accordtngly he struck up 
St. Patrick's Day in the Morning, Garry Owen, 
and divers other roerry Irish tunes, to the asto- 
nishment and edification of the boatmen, and, after 
a while, to the amueement even of the officers in 
the stem sheets. We were pnlted in this way 
alongside half a dozen vessels which had just 
entered the harbor, and endured the gratification 
of being pointed out *o their crews as felons ;— 
a story we took every opportunity to contradict. 
The feelings of the sailors were, of course, with 
us, and their half-expressed and doubtful sympa* 
thy was grateful, when all the rest of the world 
were disposed to frown. 

After being paraded in this way about the har- 
bor for half ft day, we were landed, and marched 
with military honors up the street. We did not 
pay so much attention to our conductors as the 
honor they were payii^ us merited, for, after a 
half dozen years' absence from every thing like a 
town, George and I had enough to do to look 
about us at the buildings, the carriages, foot 
paasengers, and other, to us, novel objects in a 
city. 

We had reached a church — were famished with 
hunger, having eaten nothing since morning, and 
faint with exposure to the heat of a broiling sun. 
"Is it vespers you are taking us to? Well, 
prayer after fasting." The captain of onr eacort 
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pointed to the opposite side of the street, and 
there, fronting the church, stood a less agreeable 
resort for sinners; one, like the church, not al- 
ways Bonght voluntarily, — the calabozo. 

They had the impoliteness to fosten the door 
« our backs when we entered. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Entrance to prison, — Jailor's album Compliments to 

Capt. Knighl. — Correspondence. — Deiieroug thieving. 
-.-Modes of pnnishment. — View of the pillory. — Execu- 
tion by strangulation. — Bones. — Eefleotions Ihereanent. 
— Visit from American consul and Mr. Stnrgis. — 

Amusemenls , — Quanel . — Conseqaence Disagreeable 

cbum. — Cbanccs offered, but not accepted. — Cruel treat- 
ment. — Discharge of Eeenan and O'Connell. — Present 
from Jlr. Slurgis. — Character of prison. — Sufferings 
there,— ! iforznal detention. — Initials on guard-bed. — 
Consuls — their responsibilities. — Passage to Macao. — 
American mate. — Arrival at Canton. — LioniTed there. 
— Trip 10 Fekin — "Bock agen." — Arrest of the "fo- 
reign barbarians." — Passage to Halifai. — Cholera.— 

Overland journey to El, John Consternation at the 

health office, — Chloride of lime at boardiog-hODse. — 
Eeenan left at hospital. — Mr. O'Connell suls for New 
York. — His best bovt, and last, to the reader. 

UfOfl entering we found ourselreB in b sort of 
reception room, more convenient for its purposes 
than genttel or elegantly fumiahed. Tt wd* 
separated from the rest of the prison by ao iron 
grating, through which the friends of the prison- 
ers conversed with them. Through this grating 
we saw a large hall, tenanted by prigoners, bat 
were ouiEelves passed up a flight of stone steps, 
t'-J-Sl^ 



oooununicating with the necond story. Here, 
with Chinese, Malajrg, Spaniards and Creolea, 
we were locked np. At the end of the room 
opposite the entrance was an altar and crucifix ; 
and we were curious as to what was coming 
when we were led towards it. The marrel ceas- 
ed, however, when a door near the criieifiz was 
opened, and we were nshered into the jailor's 
office, and requested to favor him with our auto- 
graphs in his album. This done, we were re* 
turned into the common hall, and an allowance 
of rice served out to us. 

All this time we hod no precise knowledge of 
the charges made against us, although we knew 
it was something in which Captain Knight had a 
hand. Upon the next day the interpreter, who, 
by the way, had honored us with his company 
ontil he saw the key safely turned upon us, paid 
US a visit. Frran him we learned what the 
reader has already been informed, that there 
were three distinct chafes, either of which was 
aafficieitt to authoriie the aflectionate care taken 
of na ; namely, piracy, escape from Botany Bay, 
and mutinous conduct. We inquired whether 
ire should have a trial, and how toon, to which 
he replied that we probably should. Of Captain 
Knight we saw nothing after leaving him at the 
landing; except, one day, when he passed the 
ptiaoa, and 1 took the liberty to hail him by 
ABme, adding snodry expletives and titles, more 
21* 
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applicable and graphic than melodioos and baaa* 
tiful. Days pnsHed, and, as a sort of deapmite 
amasement, I commenced writing letters of com- 
plaint, and sending them out, directed to any 
English or American resident n-bose name I 
could learn. The rial a day, which was allowed 
us from some source, I never coold precisely team 
what, to provide our proven, was, after a while, 
taken ofi| and we were served with rice daily,, 
and once or twice a week, beef and fish. 

Sailors, many of whom visited ua, were in the 
frequent' practice of making us small presents. 
With the money thus obtained we sent and pur- 
chased bread and meat, bat the eyes of Ai^us 
were necessary to prevent too frequent verifica- 
tion of the proverb, " many a slip 'twiit cup and 
lip." Even after oui bit of meat was in the pot 
with the rice and we were superintending its 
cooking, some dexterous Chinese thief would 
whip it out with his chopsticks, if our eye 
strayed from it one mcHoent. Each of the pn- 
soners is obliged to prepare his own food, in a 
portion of the prison set apart for that purpoae. 

All sorts of ingenious modes <^ pumahiBeat 
were practised upon the prieoneni for misiavds 
while there. It wcpuld ahaoat aeon the Ghineae 
ingenuity of torture, tempered by a litt)a iDon 
regard for hamanity than the offieets of his 
Celestial Majesty posseee. Stocks, confini^ the 
enlpiit in all sorts of positions, m«ay of wdiiah 
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w«i« as ladicMus as uncomfortable, clogs, iioa>, 
and coltan, and devices the descriptioa of which 
would tire, were in continual exercise. Flogging 
was going on all day, but the poor devik of 
Chinese came in for more than a proportionate 
share of it, and the blows were laid on with moie 
hearty good wilt, as ihey were heretics. 

To give variety to our life, we had an occr- 
aional opportunity of seeing a tenant in the pil- 
lory, opposite the prison. Here, too, during the 
time we lay in jail, we saw two or three exeea- 
tions, done in a manner to which the Turkish 
bowstring is tender mercy. 1 shall spare tb« 
reader the description of a method of strangula* 
tion the most horrible possible ; only remarking 
that in a country where the office of the ezeou- 
tioner is so directly instrumental to the death 
of the criminal, and his duty so cruel and pro- 
tracted, it is no wonder that even criminals the 
moat debased despise the hangman. 

At the rear of the prison ran a river or canal. 
On die opposite bask stood a church, and near 
Am lay what appeared to us a pile of human 
bonce. When I tired of watching the passengers 
ki the street in front, I looked out iipo||Che 
•dinrch, and noted that no Catholics passed it 
vithout making a genuflexion. At night the 
•pot was mariied Ivy a t^er burning before the 
'image of some saint, and I found myself freqnoit- 
.^lookmg toward thst church.' I wondoed if. 
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among the bones there preserved upon codm- 
erated ground, thete lay the relicB of any peraon 
■o mooh the sport of fortane as myself, who had 
fallen, nnwept and unattended, in a strange land. 
Dnhng no period of my residence upon the Caro- 
lines had I felt so utterly dispirited and forsaken, 
as I did at times in the prison at Manilla. I bad 
made repeated applications for trial, besieged 
erery person whose address I could learn with 
letters; the only efiect of which was to bring 
two English merchants to the prison, to tell us 
that, as we came in an American vessel, as part 
of her crew, they could do nothing for uh. The 
American consul, and Mr. Stui^s, an American 
reaident, visited us in about a week after our 
committal. To the latter gentleman I feel mnch 
indebted, and cheerfully take this opportunity to 
acknowledge bia kindness to two friendless mari- 
ners, a kindness which was dictated by pure 
benevolence alone. 

We were not wifhont amusement. George 
had brought his violin and flute, of course, and I 
had not forgotten the exercise of my heels. 
Then in the various assemblage there was ample 
anjgnment in watching the different disposd 
of time, according to character. The Chinese 
were moat of them merehants, in a small way, 
vending tobacco, betel, aad other " notions," as a 
Yankee would say ; and then ia no better word 
in the world. Stock in trade was not wlntingt 
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while there was a chance to exercise their export 
ftn^rs in tricks of sleighl of hand. Othen 
would operate as barbers, tailors, — they had « 
thousand resources for busy idleness. Spanish 
blood showed itself in games of chance— cardli 
draughts, dominoes ; and the parties would sit ai 
gravely and intently engaged as if they bad been 
recreating in the palace of a grandee. An ocgs- 
aional iudnstrious one wove hats; and cooking 
their pilau was the periodical occupation of all 
hands. 

1 indulged in an occasional game of draughia 
with one of my fellow-ptisonen, a Spaniard. It 
did very well, till, one day, he tried to cheat me 
out of the game. The stake was not worth 
qnarreQing about, but it was the point of prides 
We wrangled, I collared him, and was repwted. 
As a punishment 1 was ordered into the lower 
prison, and George, my shadow, was moved with 
Bie. This apartment, sacred to the lowest jognet, 
was by no means so light and pleasant as the 
upper one. There is a choice even in ptieona. 

Here I resumed the amusement of despatching 
letters i continuing it until, one day, the deputy 
jailor came to me with orders to pnt me in^^e , 
confinement- I resisted, and in the scuffle was' 
sfsverely bruised, and my rigging dismantled. 
I^paratory to my solitude, and to give me food 
for re6ectioD during its continuance, I was seized 
4owB to a bench end beaten with coi^udco. 
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Upoa entering the cell which was to he my tern- 
porary residence, I found that the happinem of 
ratire solitude was to he denied me, and was 
compelled to accept the society of a Spanish 
officer, who was waiting iransportation to Cadiz, 
and trial for murder upon his own confeasion. 

PieviouB to my committal to the cell, two at- 
tempts were made to compel me to ship on board 
vessels, one of which was the Dash, an American 
brig or barque, I have forgotten which. She waa 
bound to the Fejees ; but, as I had already had 
enough of the Pacific Ocean, I peremptorily le- 
fnsed to sign articles, and was remanded to prison. 
The other waa a Spanish vessel, and I decUned, 
in tenna more positive than polite, to go in her. 
The American consul gave me a rating for an- 
noying the residents with letters, and for refusing 
to go away by the opportunities he provided for 
me. After these adventures I was confined in 
the cell, as before stated, and could not, in mj 
own mind, avoid connecting them as, at least, 
partial cause and efiect. 

The burden of my complaint had been the de- 
lay of a trial. Why was no attempt made to 
siAtantiate the charges made against me! Why 
no opportunity given me to disprove them ? The 
treatment I endured would have been adequate 
punishment for any crime short of wilful murder. 
Beaten, half starved, and, worse than all, thrust, 
ironed, into a noistHue cell with a murderer ; « 
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portion of the time bblted to the floor of that 
cell, and upon three successive Sabbaths paraded - 
with my room-mate to prayers before all the 
prisoners, who classed me with the murderer; 
and all this without the show x>f aoy reason, or 
the pretence of it. No formaL charge was ever 
made, or, if made, was ever prosecuted. Upon 
our egress from the prison Mr. Sturgis gave 
George and me five dollars, and the consul pro- 
cured UB a pasHHge to Macao in a Spanish ahip. 
The reader will bear me witness that I hare 
not unnecessarily dwelt on the gloomy passages 
of my life. Intending the work as a compilation 
of facts Upon portions of the world comparatively 
little known, I have identified myself with it only 
BO far as was necessary to give it the interest of 
a narratire. I shall be pardoned for dwelling 
eomewhat at length upon my personal sufferings 
in a prison which a Howard never visited, and in 
a remote settlement, where the business of the 
better portion of the residents was too engross- 
ing, and their stay too limited, to admit of a 
taming of th^ir attention to the forgotten in- 
mates of a prison. It was a miniature Pande- 
monium — a little hell, where the worst passions 
and propensities of the brutal officers who ma- 
naged it hsd license unrestrained. I have been 
fastened in a position painful of itself, my legs 
extended, and arms confined, while two brutes 
administered fiagellatiou with heavy cowhides. 

Coo^k 
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In the struggle which preceded my being' thrust 
into the dungeon, my body was so completely 
denuded of clothing, that, in the cold, damp ccU, 
I was &in thankfully to accept the comfort of a 
portion of the mat of the miserable felon who 
was the occupant of the cell with me. Even 
the sorry privilege of iperambulation about my 
narrow quarters was, during a portion of the 
time, denied me. Heavy irons upon my feet, 
bolting them about three feet apart, were con- 
nected with a. chain to my left arm, compelling 
me to keep the arm straight by my side when 1 
stood erect. The bolt between my legs was, 
during about a week of the three I spent in the 
cell, fastened to a ring-bolt in the floor. The 
food served me there was a miserable pittance of 
half boiled rice, floating in three times the quan- 
tity of water necessary to cook it. This, with 
two Bmall broiled fish, was barely sufficient to 
sustain my miserable existence. Never durii^ 
my life did I so utterly despair as when confined 
in thia horrid hole, seeing no person except, my 
convict companion, save when upon the Sabbath 
I walked in my irons to the altar, to see the ia- 
stitulions of religion profaned in a place whenre 
its dictates were utterly set at naught. For alt 
this decency would seem to require, at least, tfa« 
form of an examination upon the chaises pre- 
ferred by Capt. Knight ; but no such form, to 
give my confinement a color of justice, Bver took 
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plsce. Upon my liberation, the Spy had been 
sold, and Capt. Knight had lert Manilla. ' Hia 
unsupported word bad been suffici»it to throw 
me into the power of these demons, and, careless 
of my fate, be left me there. 

The inquiry may be niade, why, if my confine- 
ment was so iiksome, 1 did not gladly embrace 
the first -opportunity to escape from it. To this 
I fmswer, that the worst part of my punishment 
did ufit take place till after I had so refused, and 
that my principal reason for refusing was my 
tmwillingness to leave George, unfriended, in a 
prison. We had been together so long, and had 
become so endeared to each other by a participa- 
tion in good and ill fortune, that to separate wae 
even more painful than to endure the worst that 
the prison would inflict. I knew that no consti- 
tution, even the most iron, could long bear np 
under the biod usage and scanty food ; the re* 
'cords-were before me in the names of British uid 
American citiiens carved on the guard-bed. Un- 
der many of these survivors had written the date 
of the death of the persona who cut them there ; 
and the mate of the Spanish vessel in which I 
left Manilla, who was an American, and had 
himself been a prisoner in Manilla, informed me 
that he hfkd kniTwn many instances where foreign 
sailors had fallen victims to the combinea ill 
effect of the climate and the prison. 

The appointment of a. consul baa too of^n 
22 
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been made without sufficient inquiry into the 
character and fitness of the incumbent. Tbe 
discretionary power vested in them, and the in- 
fluence they acquire, gives them more absolute 
command over the vjeal of the' straggling — per- 
haps erring — sailor, than is safe in the hands of 
many who obtain the appointment. To this add 
the fftct that their remuneration is often inade- 
quate, and an insufficient inducement to careful 
performance of duty, and the fact that associa- 
tion with masters of veasek makes them a preju- 
diced party against tbe mariner. I know not 
that these causes operated more strongly upon 
the American consul at Manilla than upon others 
in the same situation. He had probably had his 
ears poisoned against me, and would allow me 
no chance to defend myself. When I remon- 
strated against his compelling me. to go on bo«nl 
the Dash and the Spanish ship as a sailor, urging 
my rights as a British subject, he called me « 
factious fellow, a sea lawyer, and other bud 
names, affecting to consider my own wishes ia 
regard to the disposal of myself the last thing to 
be consulted. 

I am not prepared to assert that my cruel 
treatment was occasivned by direct orders from 
tbe consul, but I do know that be approved of it, 
when even the Spanish cnrregidor's son severely . 
reprimanded the jailor and hia deputies for their 
cruelty. Firm in innocence of jhe charges made 



o'connbll's advemturss. 365 

agftinst me, and appealing to the fact that there 
was not even cireumstantiat evidence enongh to 
warrant the bare form of a trial, I hope that my 
representation of the character of the prison at 
Manilla, to which many other foreign prisons 
are similar, may lead to an investigation of the 
subject. Power to commit to such a. prison is 
equivalent to the power of life and death ; and 
where such committals may be made under cover 
, of suspicion, and the party complaining is not 
bound even to attempt to substantiate his charges, 
it gives an undue scope for the gratification of 
petty revenge, and for imprisbnittg and treating a 
man like a felon for the jnere convenience of a' 
tyiannicsl ship-master. In our case, the corregi- 
dor was probably the means of our being shipped 
for Macao ; for he had threatened to discharge u? 
from the prison, and the consul did not care to 
have BO troublesome a person as I should prove 
bruiting the story of my abuse about town. 

The mate of the Spanish vessel in which we 
were sent to Macao was a Bostonian, who had 
been many years in India. Deep as my obliga* 
tions to him are, and tenacious of names as my 
memory is generally, I regret that I cannot recol- 
lect his. During the passage he was very kind 
to us, and on leaving the ship at Macao he pre- 
sented us with ten dollars from his own pocket. 
To Mr. Sturgis, a brother of the resident at 
Manilla, and to the English consul aX Macao, 
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we are also much indebted for their kind and 
. biendly treatment. 

Arrived at Macao, we were thence sent to 
Canton. At Canton we 'Were objects of curiosi- 
ty, and were visited by merchants and others 
connected with the English factory; our tattoo- 
ing examined, and our story of shipwreck and 
residence on the Carolines was repeated two or 
three times a day during the week we remained 
there. Through those gentlemen the owners 
and others interested in the John Bull probably 
heard of the loss of that vessel, if it had not be- 
fore been published by our shipmates who took 
the other boats. Of the fate of any except those 
who escaped in the boat with us I have never 
heard a syllable. It may be that they found 
their way to other islands in the Pacific, and it 
may be that they perished at sea. It were an 
enterprise worth the munificence of the English 
or American governments to sesd some one of 
their cruisers to Ascension, to establish the geo- 
graphical position and i;ommercial advantages of 
many of these islands, which are comparatively 
little known, and to take off the four Englishmen 
we left there, or as many of them as survive. 

At Canton George and myself agreed to ac- 
company a caravan from Fekin to Constantinople. 
We were forwarded to Pekin in a Chinese junk, 
the passage occupying about ten days. Upon 
arrival at Pekin we found the caravan encamp- 



«d outside the walls, in two or three divnioiiB,* 
pacVing their goods and prepariog foi their de- 
paiture. There were beside us three Americans 
-•nd one Englishman who bad engaged to accom- 
pany the caravan, and conveisatioa leepecting 
the perils and fatigue of the journey disheartened 
me, and gave me a distaste for it. I was, beside, 
in extremely ill health ; and these considerations 
combined decided me to attempt an escape. This 
after a few days we effected, taking our departure 
in the daytime, so little was such an intention 
suspected. I cannot say whether we were pur- 
sued or not. We were about two months work- 
ing oar way back to Canton, shaping our course 
by the aea-side cities and towns, and getting an 
occasional liflt in junks. We were once arrested 
and detained two days in prison, unable to under- 
stand our captors, or be understood by them. 
Nothing appearing about the " foreign barbari- 
ans" which augured ill intent, we were permitted 
to go again. Our baggage was simple enough, 
beiiig only a spare shirt or two, and George's 
flute and fiddle. We gave the Chinese TJUagera 
tunes on these, in exchange for their fish and 
rice; — a trade they would never agree to till they 
had satisfied themselves we had nothing else. I 
had no adventures worth recording, and was, 
from my short stay and utter ignorance of their 
language, unable to make any observation worth 
preserving, except, perhaps, that the practice of 
22* 
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crampiDg the feet ii by no means so uniireraal 
among tbe Chinese as that of painting is among 
the American ladies. 

Id about twelve weeks fiom the time of leaving:' 
them I stood again befoie my friends in Canton. 
They were astonished at the apparition, but I 
did not long haunt them with it. We were for- 
tunate enough to ship in the Elizabeth, Capt. 
Rudkin, for Halifax ; at which port we arrived in 
September, 1835. We had a pleasant passage, 
George's flute and fiddle enlivening the dog 
watches, and, to complete the hand, I mannfac- 
tnred a dram out of a half barrel, by stretching, 
a sheepskin over one head. 

Arrived at Halifak, we found the cholera rag> 
ing. Capt. Budkin wished Keenan and myaelT 
to remain with the vessel. She was bound to 
Quebec, and thence to England. But we bad a 
mind to travel the United States, and therdore 
declined. To get away from Halifax was the 
next conaideration. To go by water woold sab- 
ject us to quarantine at the next port ; — a delay 
we bad no fancy for. Shoving our baggage on 
board a vessel bound to St. John, N. B., Gieorge 
and I hoarded our land tacks for a pedestrian 
tour to that place. As the fates seemed long be- 
fore to have settled that no journey of outs vrap 
to be prosecuted without interruption, we were 
not at all surprised when we were arrested by 
the military about fifteen miles from Halifax, and 
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carried hack to thatplace as deeeners. We had 
been too weU accustomed to petty vexations to . 
conBider thia adventure worth mote than a laugh, 
and after our diecharge at Hali&i started anew 
to recover our lost gtoand, and arrived at St. John 
before the vessel. Upon her arrivJ I applied 
ftt the health office for permission to take out 
my baggage, in order to proceed to the United 
States. 

" Your baggage? whpre are you from ?" 

"Halifax." 

"YoQ are!" (retreating;) "and how did yon 
get here ?" 

" By land." 

" Stand back ! back ! The cholera is raging 
there, aod you may have caught the infection.'" 

QuestiooB upon questions followed, while I 
WM compelled to keep at a safe distance. I »aw 
my blunder, and \vaB bothered completely. The 
scene ended by my being ordered to go to the 
hospital or leave the town, as I chose. " I staid 
no farther question," but made my escape upon 
the first opportunity. I was traced to my board- 
ing-hoose, where chloride of lime, whitewasli 
brushes, and other cleansing apparatus followed 
me forthwith. There again the women beset 
me, upon bearing the fact«Ibat I had brought tLe 
cholera in my pocket from Halifax. We were 
driven to an attic room, which, as an extreme 
act of grace, we were allowed to occupy, while 

t'-J-sl^ 
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the rest of the hoase underwent such a cleansing 
process as, I 'jl be sworn, nothing but the cholera 
and the health officers could have cauaed. Poor 
George, howerer, being taken ill, was iotmediate- 
ly sent to the hospital on Buspicion, though his 
BymptOKB were as little similar to those of cholera 
as can be imagined. There I left him, and, fear- 
ful of similar detention, shipped on boaid an 
American schooner, and arrived in New York 
late in the fall of 1835. 

Here endeth my narration. Every man is 
pONessed of the importance of the events «4itch 
have ruled his fortune, and in love with his own 
history. Mine has been checkered enough ; and 
the interest with which portions of it were listen- 
ed to, and the advice of personal friends, has in- 
duced me to lay it before the reader. He will 
be bis own judge whether it is worth that paiiu 
or not, but if he have flawed it to this coti- 
cloding par^raph, that attention is presamptive 
evidence, at least, in my fovoi. 
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Wk present the reader wiih vi imperfett glossary of the Ian- , 
gange of the Carolines—we mean that dialect spoken hy the 
BoQabeeans. Not heing a written languafe, its history is of 
course lost, or can only be assisted hy the resemhlance of some 
wordSf ill their sounds^ to other languages, particularly 10 the 
Spanish. This may be accounted for by the early Tinits of the 
Spaniards to the Islands, and their possession of the Philippines, 
from which group many emigrants may have reached the Caro- 
liaea. The Jesuits say that some negro slaves were left upau 
the islands at an early date ; upon what part of the long chain 
we are nst able to state. But for the glossary, 10 cammeiica 



Two, arree'. Seven, oh-aitM. 

Three, agil'* Eight, aJi-aeUf. 

Four, abung'. Nine, adu'. 

Fin, alim'. Tea, codlhinghaaV. 

From tweWe to (weoty, oniun seetns lo be substituted Gx 



Bleien, ad-ata. 

Thirteen, agie-amwu 
Fourteen, abttn^-arnvn. 



n hard in lUi (lossarj. 
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it olherwue, Ihe ubitrarj Brnngement, oi ralher 

a^'-amun-CQdihinffkawl ; torly, abim^-aman-fodihinffhouil ^ 

thinghotet Djicf Dr twice, and sbowipg; tbe ten digits. FarJwo 
bupdred, the optn hands are lifted iwice^ fur Ihree, three liroeii 

occasion to couul beyond tifij. 

The laDguage is guiiurel, the aumhei of vords Binall, and 
maoj bear so close a lesemhlance ia taaad that it ia necesaary 
to be retf disliuci in eDUnciatioD, aud to assist language bf 
contiaual gesture. There are manr words which are slighilf 
Tuied to express ibiogs different, but of the sune geaeraj clasa. 
Take the followiag as instances. 



Cold, or windy, mahour'a^ 

But Idd'Jinng appears to be a more oniTersal prefix Ihan aof 
other. 

Cord, nr iwine, puale. Rat, Iday-tkalie, (literally, lit- 

Sliog, Idif Jinny pnaU. tie dog.) 

Yam, kid'jinny kiup, FVesh water, kilfjinnfiiian- 

Bamboo, ptiala'. peel. 

Bamtoo Ittiife, kivp-et, or kid'- Salt water, tum'chale. 

Jinny-puala', Plaintain, kltfjittny banJna. 

V^.kid'jinny-id. Banana, ktdfjiimybanafiui. 

Lightning, kidjijmif-ta-moon- Tortoise, hd^jirovg^but. 

job. Tattooing, kid'Jinay-iiing. 

Hair, mung-ai. And, an. 

Eyes, idm-ai.* My, mine, near.j^ , „ 

Smote, kid'jinny-img. connections, \^.a-mtl 

Btead-fiuil, kiitjia-mi-mai. friends, 3 

llsma to ilio h»lr I— and li ihe urns paniclo bi tlis word fct ejrm Imcwble 



BcMd-iruit preserrcil in tbe Ihin, (with the 

canh, kid'jiimy-moK. ing to ihe pUi 

" for fiwd, Wrf/umy-miKm. Wlal? ttam? 

CocoB-nul, Jnd;jinny6u/. Yes, aye. 

Di^, AriUji, and kidjinny-kiil;/. Here, trcI. 
No, cAb'. 

Some of the principal adJecliTSS ue : 



Qobd, « kiDdsome, mao/Jo- 


Small, («a«c.- 


laU. 


Straight, moraVo. 


Bad. midTJiuid. 


Long «id «™ighl, (applied 


B™w, moBM'mof. 


to trees, or deep to water,) 


Cowardly, ramAa-pur*'. 




PlenMiit to the smell, pow~ 


Crooked, maoHt'ka. 




While, hui'uiu/. 


Pleasanl to the tsMe, makoa'a. 


. Red, u/iyld'fs. 


Hot, mahar'rjigWTa. 


Black, green, any dark color. 


Sidt, ^D-mow. 


nwton'-daiBl. 


Well, (lilerally, not sick.) crto'- 


Wet, peefamrf. 


>m«.. 


Dry, tee-omei. 


Dead, nii^jaa. 


Old, mou/naael. 


LaiKB, JajMiip. 


Many, much, or all, hlo. 



JVonuM q/'ttii^j. 

BouH, Tutanaim-." Milk, IricAa. 

Hat, for bed, leach. Canoe, mA. 

" " man'i clothing, call, War-omoe, uoft-en-uyE. 

** " woman'ii " lagov. Ship, teah-en-wyt lapiJaf. 

Saab, iB^viy. Stone, iocki/e. 

Hat, b^r'tob. Spear, or amy other war impl 
Tree, tm/ga. meal, ad'jic. 

Floveis, eZJoii too'ga. The C&labuh, q/urlr. 

lame word i> also used Tor Whale, moom lapidap. 

beads, and other ornaments. Shark, nuotn ou^jorAoiDi. 

Paddle, pad-Ue. Svid, cAa'oa 

• Spell nonnsmi in Iba t»dj of tbii bank. 

tooglc 



Paresl, lovgat-Mi). 




ReeT, nan'cA«le MiyiiA. 


Hosquiw, tmu'woA. 






_ Pan.^ft 


!Ac Wy, <f=. 


a»tA. magxn'gimg. 




j;s;t*- 


Hair, mww«'. 




Houlb, MaJx^vu'Iii. 




TMlb, «™-4. 


Eyes, idmai. 




BJood, Tnakni'nak. 


Eytbtow*. agtw'ah. 




Hearl, mafetftaA. 


NoM. ■anwp'. 




Breath, onmg'. 


ChMk, maroofco'root. 




Hearing, iningah'Ty. 


Ean,paroaf. 




Ealing, TuBn'onom. 


Breul, de'-dt. 




Smellii«, Mrm'. • 


Stomach, mimiaujf. 




Seeing, ™ir\yaA'. 


Aims, 1 




Man, aafaman. 








Ping,ri, p^moA'. 




Crowd,oracm;.aul'<im<mMo, 






or ftor'romoteA. 


Back, Mtah. 




In£mt bt>r, jert aioTamon. 


Leu, pixrOT^y'. 




" girl, " faj-amm. 






Hiraband or wife, amiorfe. 


Toe., purMtt'. 










itpay 


the labor. Witt a few more oi 


th< principal words, wi 






!l«H. 


, 



Bone, tty. Fiah-hook, kroh. 

Bono needle, ley-gong'. " net, kerrak. 

Bird, parruf. Ply, monti. 

Children, ee'nt. Go, t^it-oT. 

Chief, onxAe. Grass, moate. 

Come, gmethou. Give, gi'tai. 

Darkneag, or night, n«6uT^'. Hungry, mimg-ata'. 

To drink, n£inp«e[ a-nief, or Kill, cdifjic nu<^t^', (literally 

jiyow o-me*. spear dead.) 

Drank, jagotffto. Land, lan'job. 

Dancing, gur'Uc. Lai^h, hara'liara. 

Father, io'io. Leaf, tan. 
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Raia, codluw. 
Ruugh skin, kilanwi/. 
JagoiB. Sky, or ruible beaveDt, 

JUadiah, jwtufied with food. jab. 

Marriage, am bodffe'. Sua, codfripin. 

Mind, apirilj gbut, a^ninuin. 9ii dovn, moondie. 
Mother, nyrw. Singing, eockhoa. 

ISoaa, Joa/naboo. To-morniw, iDokup . 

Nnw, agou-'la. You, an^ay. 

Fli«*t, &diamtl, Waihing, doa io^. 
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